CITY OF COLUMBUS
AGENDA

MONDAY- October 5, 2026
CITY HALL 6:30 P.M.

**3|l meetings are recorded**

* Notes an action required by Council

1. *MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING, APPROVED AS WRITTEN, WITH OR
WITHOUT ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CORRECTIONS

2. *APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

3. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
None

4. REPORT OF OFFICERS

1. Chief CFD#3 4. City Attorney
2. Police Chief 5. City Clerk
3. Public Works Director 6. City Court

5. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS
6. PUBLIC COMMENT ON CURRENT AGENDA

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
NONE

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NONE

9. NEW BUSINESS
*Approval of Construction Agreement between the City and Heart 7 for city wide road
blading not to exceed $35,000.00

10. COMMENTS NOT ON THE AGENDA

11. *ADJOURN

All public comment will be limited to 3 minutes unless prior approval is granted by the Mayor




MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD September 21, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse started the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes. Staff members
present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, Chief of Police Aaron
Uecker, City Attorney Ryan Addis and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander. Fire
District Chief Rich Cowger was present.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Pam Aumueller, Drea Obert, Joel & Judy Moranton, Keith Meyer, Kayla & Sharon
Flemetis, Myrna Lastusky, and Amity Rembold

PUBLIC HEARING

NONE

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
September 8, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions,
or corrections. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of September 2026 was presented to the Council.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 15t half of September was presented to the Council. Danen
Johannes made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Kelly
Ault; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault, Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Myrna Lastusky and Amity Rembold presented plans for a Dog Park near Granite
Peak Park. There was discussion on the size, location, price, rules, benefits,
signage, property use, drainage and regulations. They are seeking approval from
the council for the location and maintenance of the park once built. Dennis and
Tim both stated that they like the idea. Ryan suggested that the parks
committee get together and get all the details buttoned up before final approval
is presented to council.

Joel Moranton with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce presented a Miniature
Golf Course Concept at the Stillwater Golf Course. Joel is seeking the city’s
approval of the concept since the city owns the property. There was discussion
on the land lease between the city and Stillwater Golf Course and zoning issues.
The council is not opposed to the idea. Ryan suggested getting a plan together
for council approval. Ryan also stated that he wouldn't worry about the lease.

FIRE DISTRICT

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

The Fire District Chief was present and provided a report.

The Police Chief was present and did not provide a report. Aaron stated that one
of the police cars went down and the repairs wili be more than the car is worth.
Aaron will be switching his capital fund money from completing the second phase
of the gun range to purchasing another police car.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD September 21, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

CITY JUDGE The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
CLERK-TREASURER The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED NONE

BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS Approval of the purchase of a police vehicle not to exceed $75,000.00. Tim

Mayo made a motion to approve the purchase, seconded by Rick White. Danen
Johannes asked what vehicle Aaron was looking at. Aaron replied that the
vehicle is a Ford Explorer. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Kelly Ault, Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Professional Service Agreement with Tru Pipe Inc for $40,000.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for the Trick-or-Treat on October 30th on 5th
Street from 3:00pm to 7:00pm sponsored by Stillwater Chamber of
Commerce. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Kelly
Ault; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for a Gathering Place at the Parade of Lights
event on December 5th sponsored by Beartooth Bible Church. Rick White
made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault, Danen Johannes, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Notice of Award for the Pool Rehabilitation in the amount of
$734,754.00. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the rehabilitation,
seconded by Kelly Ault. Dennis mentioned that Interstate Engineering didn’t do
that great at estimating the cost and we are over budget. Cherrie stated that
the city budgeted $770,000 for the project and the new budget is over
$850,000. Cherrie said that the additional funds will come out of the general
fund or capital improvement fund. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault, Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

AIRPORT

Approval of commercial lease termination — Powell (Hangar Lot 5, Blk 1).
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the termination, seconded by Tim
Mayo; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD September 21, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

Approval of new non-commercial lease for Mullhall Family Trust (Hangar Lot 5,
Blk 1). Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the lease, seconded by Kelly Ault;
roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of selection of Engineering firm for Airport Development Projects: KLJ
Architectural and Engineering Services. Dennis Holten made a motion to
approve the selection, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault, Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Kelly Ault asked about potholes in town. Peyton stated that the fiber optic holes
will be taken care of before winter. Kelly mentioned some other areas besides
the fiber optic holes. Peyton said those would get addressed too. Danen asked
about the lagoon/golf course road. Peyton said that one will be over $80,000
and will have to go to bid but is on the list to get repaired. Danen also asked
about the lines in front of the Whistle Stop. Peyton said he is working on it and
will have to reach out to the state because the old lines will have to be grinded
off. He stated that the company that did them wrong has ghosted him. Dennis
suggested getting hold of Zack with the sate and see about getting the road
paved wider and straight. Peyton said he will look into that. Joel stated that he
had approval from Next Era to provide a $5,000 donation for the drinking
fountain and $5,000 for the flagpole at the veteran’s wall.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn
at 7:10 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.

JOSEPH MORSE I, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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Columbus Police Department
408 E1STAVEN

P.0. BOX 549

Columbus, MT 59019-0549

Aaron A Uecker, Chief of Police
(406) 322-5313 Ext. 110
Email: chiefofpolice@townofcolumbus.com

To: Columbus City Council
From: Chief Aaron Uecker

Subj:  Monthly Report

The explorer has arrived. CFR is assisting in putting the radio in it, along with the computer dock. |
have a certified technician scheduled to install the Axon dash camera from the impala on 24 October. The
new radar has been ordered but will not be here until mid-November.

The Tahoe had the water pump go out, along with some fan issues. Basically, both of the fans are
running and staying on even after the vehicle is shut off. We have also learned that some of our vehicles are
getting too new for some of the mechanics around here. Especially when it involves internal computers. We
will still be able to do oil changes, and simple things tike brakes and most mechanical fixes, but computer
stuff we will probably be going to laurel with the Tahoe. Luckily the other 2 newest vehicles we have a Fords
and we have one of those dealerships right here.

Sgt Grieshop is attending the Montana Violent Offender Conference in Butte this week. The
conference focuses on Advance Case Studies, and behind the scenes breakdowns of high-profile local and
national violent crime investigations. Sgt Grieshop will gain technical knowledge from top-tier personnel
and learn how to improve our agency clearance rates and manage complex crime scenes. One of the
Keynote cases they will go over this year will be the Quadruple Idaho Homicides. | think both Sgt Grieshop
and the Dept will benefit from this conference.

Aaron Uecker




PUBLIC WORKS

Council Report | September 21, 2026

Prepared by: Peyton Brookshire, Director of Public Works ‘ City of Columbus, Montana

WATER
« A fire hydrant and valve were replaced at 32 Annin Avenue, both were inoperable.
* The Heritage Well Project is should be wrapped up and once the Bac T tests come back we will be in operation with the

new well.

SEWER
+ Annual sewer maintenance cleaning is to begin the second week of October.
* See correspondence from the EPA regarding the CDS funding and cost sharing commitment of the 12" St. Sewer

Project.

STREETS / DRAINAGE
« All of the excavation patches from the latest round of water system repairs have been completed throughout the city.

+ Council approval of the citywide alley blading agreement with Heart 7.

PARKS
« See attached update note from Interstate Engineering regarding next steps in the pool rehabilitation project.

« The Railroad Park water service line blew out again leading to the decision to replace the entire service line with actual
water line rather than schedule 40 PVC from the curb stop past the pit to the irrigation connection. This should end the

issue.

OTHER
» Weather permitting, we have the UAS flight for Columbus scheduled for Wednesday, October 7*.
« | have coordinated with Grizzly Tree Service for the loading and haul off of roughly 1,140 cubic yards of

stumps, logs and branches from the container site. We do not have the capabilities to deal with this
amount of debris that has been allowed to build up over the years. We no longer accept this type of debris

at the container site.

City of Columbus = Public Works Depariment




Hey Peyton,

As we discussed, below is a brief update on the Columbus Pool Project:

Bids were received for the project on September 111, 2026.

o Three bids were received. The apparent low-bidder was Askin Construction (Billings,
MT) with a bid in the amount of $734,754.00.

o A Recommendation to Award from the Engineer was sent to the City on September
15t 2026.

The City considered the bids and Recommendation to Award at the Council Meeting on
September 21 st, 2026.

o The Notice of Award and Construction Agreement was signed by the City and
returned to Interstate Engineering on September 22m9, 2026.

Interstate Engineering sent the executed Notice of Award and partially executed Construction
Agreement electronically to Askin Construction on September 22n, 2026. Three hardcopies
of the Construction Agreement were subsequently mailed to Askin's office.

o Perthe Agreement and project specifications, Askin Construction has 15 days
(October 7t 2026) to execute and return the Construction Agreement along with the
requisite Performance and Payment Bonds and Certificates of Insurance.

Once the executed Construction Agreement(s) has been received, Interstate Engineering will
retain one copy of the Agreement and send one copy of to the City for their records.

Upon final execution of the Construction Agreement, Interstate Engineering will coordinate
with Askin Construction to schedule a Pre-Construction Conference as soon as practicable to
kick the project off.

o A Preliminary Construction Schedule will be requested from Askin Construction for
review at the Pre-Con meeting to identify timeframes for preliminary construction
activities.

o Interstate Engineering will prepare a Notice to Proceed h accordance with Askin's

construction schedule for City execution.

Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions.

INTERSTATE -ii itz O

Eric Ler, PE
Project Engineer
Licensed in MT

! ® (408) 670.2148

(9 (406) 256.1920

|

i

| (n\ 1610 Poly Drive

| W Bilings, MT 59102
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DECISION MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Town of Columbus, Montana, Request for Waiver of Cost Sharing Requirement for a
Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS)/Community Project Funding (CPF) (Community
Grants) Water Infrastructure Project Pursuant to the FY 2026 Consolidated
Appropriations Act (P.L. 119-74)

FROM: Sarah Bahrman, Director, Water Division

TO: Joe Morse, Il, Mayor, Town of Columbus, Montana
Region 8 Community Grant Files

Decision: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is hereby granting a waiver to the cost sharing
requirement to provide non-federal funds in the amount of $206,250 for the FY 2026 appropriation of
$825,000 for the Town of Columbus, Montana. This waiver applies only to the project identified in the
FY 2026 Appropriations Act, and relevant technical correction. Should subsequent appropriations acts
specify additional funding for this or other projects, the town must apply for a separate waiver.

Background: The EPA supports waiving required non-federal cost share for projects that primarily serve
and benefit communities facing financial capacity challenges. The EPA is using the discretion provided
by the FY 2026 Appropriations Act® to consider waiving or reducing statutorily required non-federal
cost share on Community Grant funds when requested and appropriate. As provided in the FY 2026
Community Grants Program Final Implementation Guidance,? the EPA will consider five Cost Share
Waiver criteria in defining which communities are eligible for a waiver for the purposes of Community
Grants. Projects in communities that meet at least one of these criteria may request a waiver of the
non-federal cost share requirement under the Community Grants Program.

1 The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, contains the following provision:

“STAG—Clean Water State Revolving Fund” in the table titled “Interior and Environment Incorporation

of Community Project Funding ltems/Congressionally Directed Spending ltems” included for this division in the explanatory
statement...and, for purposes of these grants, each grantee shall contribute not less than 20 percent of the cost of the

project unless the grantee is approved for a waiver by the Agencyl.]

2 Community Grants Final Implementation Guidance (https://www.epa.;{ow‘susta[nabie—water-infrastructure;’epa-
community-grantstiguidance )




Assessment of Waiver Reguest: The EPA verified the waiver request including accompanying
supporting documentation. The basis included confirmation of source data and quantitative analysis
for the waiver criteria identified below. Based on this assessment, the Town’s request for a waiver
from the cost share requirement demonstrates that it meets the following criteria:

B. Communities with an Upper Limit of Lowest Quintile Income Less Than or Equal to the
Current National Upper Limit of Lowest Quintile Income; the upper limit of lowest Quintile
income for the Town is $26,575, which is less than the current national upper limit of the
lowest quintile income, $33,040.

Finding: Since the Town established a proper basis to demonstrate that it has met one or more of the
Cost Share Waiver Criteria, as identified in the Guidance, and because the EPA substantiated the
Town’s claim through verification of supporting documentation, the Town is hereby granted a waiver
from the Cost Share requirement for the FY 2026 $825,000 appropriation for the Town of Columbus for
12t Street BNSF Railroad Sanitary Sewer Crossing Replacement Project. Any questions concerning the
contents of this memorandum, should be directed to my CDS Team staff at

CommunityGrantsR8 @epa.gov.




Internal Review

Criteria Confirmed

Criteria B: Communities with an Upper Limit of Lowest Quintile Income Less Than or Equal to the
Current National Upper Limit of Lowest Quintile Income.

The following data was pulled from the Census website, linked below, and accessed on 6/26/2026. Data
was pulled from the most recent data available for all relevant entities which was the 5-year estimates
from 2024. The screenshot of the website below highlights the relevant data that supports the
determination.

https://data.census.gov/table/ACSDT5Y2024.819080?g=b19080+columbus+mt+united+states
Columbus Lowest Quentile $26,575 < United States Lowest Quentile $33,040
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REPORT FROM THE CITY CLERK-TREASURER
October 5, 2026 CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER

1. Ireceived our renewal from Systems Technologies for our IT Services. Our monthly service
fee increased over $300 per month. This expense is currently shared between finance
department and public works. When the new contract begins, | will start allocating some of

this expense to the police department.

2. The new Utility Billing Clerk will start October 5™. The restructuring of this position will save
the city over $55,000 per year.

3. Land Design, who is completing the Downtown Revitalization Plan for the city sent the
attached email. | had forwarded this to your city emails but wanted to provide it again.
Please reach out to him with any feedback or suggestions.

4. The ROCE Youth & Recreation group reached out to seek directions on moving forward with
the Dog Park. | have emailed all members of the Parks Committee to try to schedule a
meeting. | have received no response. Please see attached email.

Please feel free to call, email or stop by my office anytime with questions or concerns




Clerk

From: Michael Verseman <michael@ldinc.net>

Sent: Friday, September 25, 2026 1:34 PM

To: Clerk

Cc: Myma Lastusky

Subject: Re: Land Design, Inc Proposal - Document & Feedback request
Attachments: STUDY AREA pdf

Hi Cherrie,

It was a pleasure meeting you this week. Following up on our conversation, I’'m hoping to gather
information from the City’s departments and coordinate our recommendations for the Downtown
Columbus study. Attached is a map of the study area we are planning to cover.

| would appreciate everyone’s initial thoughts on the study area, including any improvements or items
the City would like us to consider, as well as any key issues or background information they are able to
share. | anticipate the greatest overlap between our recommendations and the City’s interests will relate
primarily to the streets and park parcels, but | welcome feedback from anyone who can provide input at

the City level.
| also hope to receive your ongoing feedback as we develop plans for downtown improvements.

For our initial efforts, we would appreciate any details on past or current work related to:

» Highway 78 corridor through town: Planned improvements, traffic studies, etc.
« Utility or city street improvements: Planned or ongoing projects.
« Railroad-related projects: Projects within the study area, or any perspective from past

coordination between the City and BNSF.
» Park-related initiatives: Improvement plans, operations and maintenance considerations, etc.

We would also welcome the following, if available:

o CAD or GIS files for utilities, property parcels, and street planimetrics within the study area

outlined in the attached map.
» Information on any specific projects or studies that may impact our work within the downtown

study area.
I’m happy to follow up directly with individual departments as needed.

Thank you for your help!

Michael Verseman
Project Manager

. . 406.655.3550
LA N D 1670 S. 48™ St. West
. Bitlings, MT 59106
D E S I G N wwa landdesigning.ngt
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Clerk

From: Myrna Lastusky <mlastusky@beartooth.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2026 12:52 PM

To: Director; Clerk

Cc: Amity Rembold

Subject: Dog Park next steps

Attachments: Updated Layout & Measurements.png
Peyton and Cherrie,

The ROCE Youth & Recreation group was happy to receive support from the Council last night. We are wondering what
the next steps are and are hoping you can provide some direction and specific items that are needed for final approval. Joe
mentioned working with the Parks Committee. Can you direct me to those members?

I have attached the layout and measurements that Amity provided a fencing contractor for our estimate. Peyton, if there
are concerns about drainage or any other public works issues, let us know. We are here to work with the Town on
improvements and definitely don’t want to cause problems.

Thank you both for your help!
Myrna

Myrna Lastusky

Project Manager / Interim Executive Director
Beartooth RC&D

mlastuskyvi@beartooth.org

406-962-3914 (office)

406-425-4416 (cell)
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PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT

This Agreement is made and entered Into by and between the CITY OF COLUMBUS, MONTANA, a municipal
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Montana, P.0. Box 549, Columbus, Montana 59019
(referred to hereinafter as the “City”), and Heart 7 Enterprises (referred to
hereinafter as the “Contractor”).

In conslderation of the mutual covenants and agreements contained herein, the receipt and sufficiency of which is
hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby agree to the following:

1. Purpose: The City agrees to hire the Contractor as an independent contractor to perform the public works
as described In the Scope of Work attached hereto as Exhibit A, which Is incorporated by reference as part

of this Agreement.

2. Effective Date: This Agreement is effective upon the date of its execution and will terminate on the 3_19_:':
day of December , 2026 , The Parties may extend this Agreement in writing prior to Its termination.

3. Scope of Work: The Contractor will perform the public works in accordance with the specifications and
requirements of the Scope of Work (see Exhiblt A).

4. Payment: The City agrees to pay the Contractor No more than thirty five thousand dollars ( $35,000.00
). for the work as described in the Scope of Worl. If the work lasts longer than
one (1) month, the Contractor may request monthly progress payments as follows:

a. After the commencement of work, the Contractor may request monthly progress payments by
applying for Payment to the Clty during each successive calendar month, with a copy to the City’s
architect or engineer (If applicable). The Application for Payment must be made in the form provided
by the City and based upon the actual or estimated percentage of work completed and materials
supplied for the work prior to the date of the Application and shall be filled out and signed by the
Contractor. The Contractor shall attach all supporting documents to the Application, including
certified payroll records and receipts, to verify that the work claimed in the Application has been
completed. Only one Application for Payment may be submitted each calendar month.

Page 1of 8




. The City and its architect or engineer shall promptly review all appli

b. Beginning with the second Application for Payment, each Application shall also include an affidavit

signed by the Contractor stating that all previously monthly progress payments received have been
applied on account to discharge the Contractor’s obligations associated with the prior Applications

for Payment.

catlons for payment and, within

twenty-one (241) days after receipt of each Application for Payment, determine whether a progress
payment should be disapproved in whole or in part. An Application for Payment Is considered to have

been recelved when It is submitted to the

City's Lialson, the Public Works Director and is considered approved unless prior to the expiration of
the 24-day period the City or its architect or engineer provides the Contractor with a written statement
containing specific items that are being disapproved. A progress payment, or any portion thereof,
may be disapproved upon a claim of: (1) unsatisfactory Job progress; (2) failure to remedy defective
construction work or materlals; (3) disputed work or materlals; (4) fallure to comply with material
provisions of this Agreement, drawings, plans, specifications for the work, or other required
documents, including but not limited to, payroll certifications, Insurance coverage, bonding, lien
releases, warranties, material certifications, and test data; (5) failure of the Contractor to make
timely payment for claims Including, but not limited to claims for labor, equipment, materials,
subcontracts, taxes, fees, professional services, rent, and royalties; (6) damages to the Clty; (7) the
existence of reasonable evidence that the Agreement cannot be completed for the unpalid balance
of the Agreement’s payment; and (8) the Contractor's non-compliance with applicable federal, state,

and local laws, rules, and ordinances.

d. The City will furnish the Contractor with a wiltten statement specifying a reason for disapproval that

is listed in subsection (c) for which approval of the Application for Payment, or a portion thereof, is
belng withheld. If the City disapproves only a portion of an Application for Payment, the remainder
of the Application Is considered approved.
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5. Retalnage: The Clty shall retaln five percent (5%) of the total amount of compensation to be paid to the
Contractor to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement as well as the timely
completion of the Scope of Work and any “punch list" items (referred to hereinafter as the “Retalnage
Amount”). At all times, the City shall retain no less than One Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) until termination
of this Agreement. The Retalnage Amount shall be pald to the Contractor upon the City’s final approval of
the Scope of Work and agreement that all work required to be performed is complete and satisfactory to the
City. This provision does not prevent the Contractor from seeking withdrawals of the Retainage Amount more
than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) as provided for under Section 18-1-301, Montana Code Annotated.

he described work which Involves additional costs or
from the City to the Contractor and wlll become an
pon any extra charges in

6. Additional Services: Any alteration or deviation from t
expenses will be permitted only upon written request
extra charge over and above the contract price. The Parties must mutually agree u

writing.

7. Independent Contractor Status: The Parties agree that the Contractor is an independent contractor for the
purposes of this Agreement and is not considered a City employee for any purpose. The Contractor is not
subject to the terms and conditions of the City’s personnel policles handbook and may not be considered a
City employee for workers' compensation or any other purpose. The Contractor Is not authorized to represent
the City or otherwise bind the City in any dealings with the Contractor and any third parties.

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Workers’ Compensation Act in Title 39,
Chapter 71, Montana Code Annotated. The Contractor shall maintain workers’ compensation coverage for
all members and employees of the Contractor’s business, except for those members who are exempted as
Independent contractors as provided for under Sectlon 39-71-4041, Montana Code Annotated.

The Contractor shall furnish the City with coples showing one of the following: (1) proof of registration as a
registered contractor under Title 30, Chapter 9, Montana Code Annotated; (2) a binder for workers’
compensation coverage by an insured licensed and authorized to provide workers' compensation Insurance
in the State of Montana; or (3) proof of exemption from workers’ compensation granted by law for

Independent contractors.
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8. Indemnification; Insurance; Bonds: ,

a. To the fullest extent permitted by law, t

cl

9. Warranty: The Contractor warrants that all services a
manner. The Contractor further acknowledges that it will be liable for any breach of t

greater of a period of

he Contractor shall fully indemnify, defend, and hold the City,
less from and against all claims, actions,
ure in any way arising from or
's work on the Scope

its agents, representatives, employees, and officers harm
costs, fees, losses, liabilities, or damages of whatever kind or nat
related to the Contractor’s performance of this Agreement and the Contractor
of Work or any related work of any subcontractor or supplier to the Contractor.

The Contractor shall maintain those insurances as may be required by the City as set forth on Exhibit
B (Required Insurance Coverage), which is attached hereto, and the Contractor shall provide the City
with proof of such Insurance coverage with this Agreement. The Contractor shall notify the City thirty
(30) days prior to the expiration of any such required insurance coverage and shall ensure such
required insurance coverage is timely renewed during the term of this Agreement, including any
extensions of the same, so that there Is no lapse In coverage during the Contractor’s performance of
this Agreement. The Contractor shall further notify the City within two (2) business days of the
Contractor’s receipt of notice that any required insurance coverage will be terminated or the

Contractor’s decision to terminate any required insurance coverage for any reason.

The Contractor shall maintain those security guarantees as set forth on Exhibit C (Required Bonds),
which is attached hereto.

nd work will be performed in a good and workmanlike
his warranty for the
one (1) year from the time services are completed or any warranty described in the

Scope of Work. The warranty shall su rvive the termination of this Agreement.

10.Compliance with Laws: The Contractor agrees to comply with all local, state, and federal laws, ordinances,

rules, and regulations, Including any safety rules, codes,

or provisions of the Montana Safety Act in Title 50,

Chapter 71, Montana Code Annotated.
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11.

r

C.

f es Prevai

For purposes of prevailing wage requirements, the project under the Scope of Work is considered
Highway Construction . The applicable Montana or Federal Prevailing Wage Rates for this

type of project are attached hereto as Exhibit D.

The Contractor shall post a legible statement of all wages and fringe benefits to be paid to the
Contractor's employees and the frequency of such payments (e.g., hourly wage employees shall be
paid weekly). Such posting shall be made In a prominent and accessible location at the site of the
project and shall be made no later than the first day of work. Such posting shall be removed only
upon the final completion of the Scope of Work and the termination of this Agreement.

In performing the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the project work, the Contractor shall
give preference to the employment of bona fide Montana residents, as required by Section 18-2-403,
Montana Code Annotated, and as such term is defined by Section 18-2-401(1), Montana Code
Annotated, and the Administrative Rules of Montana, including (but not limited to) A.R.M. 24.17.147,

obliging the Contractor to hire fifty percent (50%) bona fide Montana residents, excluding projecis
funds or where residency preference laws are specifically

involving the expenditure of federal ald
prohibited by federal law. When making assignments of work, the Contractor shall use workers both

skilled in their trade and specialized in their field of work for all work to which they are assigned.

Pursuant Sections 18-2-403 and 18-2-422, Montana Code Annotated, the Contractor shall pay

wages, benefits, and expenses as set forth herein. The Contractor shall pay all hourly wage
subject the Contractor to the

employees on a weekly basis. Violation of the requirements may
penalties as set forth in Section 18-2-407, Montana Code Annotated. The Contractor shall maintain

payroll records and provide certified copies to the City. The Contractor shall maintain such payroll
records during the term of this Agreement (including any extensions of the same), the court of the
work on the project, and for a period of three (3) years following the date of final completion of the

project and termination of this Agreement.
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12.Nondiscrimination: The Contractor agrees that all hiring of persons performing this Agreement will be based
on merit and qualification and will not discriminate on the basls of race, color, religion, creed, political ideas,

sex, age, marital status, physical or mental disability, natlonal origin, or other class protected by local, state,
or federal law.

13.Default and Termination: If either Party falls to comply with any condition of this Agreement at the time or
in the manner provided for, the other Party may, at Its option, terminate this Agreement and be released

from all obligationa If the default is not cured within ten (10) days after written notice Is provided to the
defaulting party. Sald notice shall set forth the Items to be cured. Additionally, the non-defaulting party may
bring suit for damages, specific performance, and any other remedy provided by law. These remedies are
cumulative and not exclusive, as use of one remedy does not preclude use of the others. Notices shall be
provided in writing and hand-dellvered or mailed to the Parties as the addresses set forth below:

City of Columbus: Peyton Brookshire
Public Works Director

P.0. Box 549
Columbus, MT 59019

Contractor:

Isaac Cookingham Owner

11 Gates Road
Columbus, MT 59019 Address

15.Liaisons: The City’s designated liaison with the Contractor is the Public Works Director.
The Contractor's designated liaison with the City of Columbus is: Isaac Cookingham
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|
16.Governing Law and Venue: This Agreement, and any extensions hereof, shall be governed and construed in
| accordance with the laws of the State of Montana, and the venue for any disputes shall be In the Twenty-

Second Judicial District, Stillwater County, Montana.

17.Severability: If any term or provision of this Agreement Is invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, such invalidity,
illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other term or provision of this Agreement or invalidate or

render unenforceable any other term or provision.

18.Binding: The City and the Contractor warrant and represent that they have each carefully reviewed this
Agreement In its entirety, that they understand its terms, and that they sign the same of their own free will
and accord with the Intention to be bound by this Agreement. This Agreement and all provisions contained
herein shall Inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the City and the Contractor, as well as thelr partners,

successors, assigns, and legal representatives.

19.Assignment: Neither the City nor the Contractor shall have the right to assign, transfer, or sublet their interest

or obligations hereln without prior written consent from the other Party.

ot constitute a waiver for

20.Waiver: Failure to enforce any provisions of this Agreement for any period shall n
with the same force and

the purposes of enforcing each provision contained in this Agreement, at any time,
effect.

21.Amendments: Any amendment or modification of this Agreement shall be made In writing and executed in
the same manner as this original document and shall after execution become part of this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEROF, the City of Columbus and the Contractor have caused this Agreement to be executed and
intended to be legally bound thereby as of the date set forth below.

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MONTANA oourmcron/
Peyton Brookshire - M 7z

By:
Peyton Brookshire, Public Works Director

Name: 'saac Cookingham

Title: Owner

e Y25/ 24
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ATTEST:

(SEAL OF THE CITY)

Cherrie McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer

*APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Ryan C. Addis, City Attorney

ontract or legal document language on behalf of the City of
d approval of this document was conducted solely from the
jes should not rely on this approval and

*By law, the City Attorney may only advise or approve ¢
Columbus, and not on behalf of other parties. Revlew an
legal perspective, and for the benefit, of the City of Columbus. Other part
should seek review and approval by their own respective counsel.
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EXHIBIT A
SCOPE OF SERVICE

A. Scope: The work covered by this Agreement is furnishing all plant, labor, equipment,
supplies, and materials and performing all construction operations in connection with the
Citywide Alley Blading Agreement

B. Description of Work: The work to be accomplished under this Agreement generally consists of the

following:
Contractor shall provide all labor, equipment, and operators necessary to grade and rehabilitate approximately
26,500 linear feet of designated City alleys.

ooth the existing alley surface, correction of ruts and

Work shall include motor grading to reshape and sm
e finished surface using a

irregularlties, redistribution of existing aggregate material, and compaction of th
vibratory roller.

Skid steer work shall be performed as necessary to support grading operations and address areas not readily
accessible by the motor grader.

Work shall be performed on alley locations designated by the City of Columbus Public Works Department.

ot included in the base contract amount. If additional material is
erwise authorized by the City prior to placement,

of approximately 26,500 linear feet of alley work and
rk beyond the designated scope or additional

Gravel or additional aggregate material is n
determined necessary, it shall be supplied by the City or oth
The contract amount is based upon the contractor's estimate
includes the equipment and operations described above. Any wo
material shall require prior written authorization by the City.

C. Workmanship and Equipment: The work petformed under this Agreement shall be done by

experienced and qualified persons, using the equipment necessary to perform the work
efficlently and satisfactorily.

D. Safety: The Service Provider shall always comply with all existing OSHA Standards during the
performance of this Agreement.

E. Work Schedule: The Service Provider and City of Columbus Public Works Department will
coordinate the work schedule.

F. Insurance and Licenses. During the term of the Agreement, the Service Provider shall maintain

in force at Its own expense the Insurance coverage as requirement in the Agreement. The Service
Provider shall be licensed to do the work as stated herein and shall observe and comply with all
federal, state, and local law, ordinances, and regulations pertaining to this Agreement and the work

to be performed.

cals used In the performance of this
and/or focal governmental
I must be provided

G. Materlals & Chemlcals. All materlals and cheml
Agreement shall be apptoved by the applicable federal, state,
agencies and approved for use on public property. Documentation of such approva

to the City of Columbus.




°
_'Z

EXHIBIT B
REQUIRED INSURANCE COVERAGE

3 [ Liabili

The Service Provider shall provide a Certificate of Liabllity Insurance, Issued by an insurance
company licensed to do business in the State of Montana, which meets each of the following

requirements:

A. The Service Provider is the insured party;

B. A minimum of $750,000 per claim / $1,500,000 per occurrence liabllity
coverage;

C. Valid throughout the length of the Agreement between the Parties; and

D. “City of Columbus” must be named as a primary additional insured.

Workers’ Compensation
The Service Provider shall furnish the City with coples showing one of the following:

A. Proof of registration as a registered contractor under Title
39, Chapter 9, Montana Code Annotated;

B. A binder for workers' compensation coverage by an insured licensed and
authorized to provide workers’ compensation insurance in the State of Montana;

or

C. Proof of exemption from workers' compensation granted by law for independent
contractors.




EXHIBIT C
REQUIRED BONDS

r rial Bo

As outlined In Section 18-2-201, Montana Code Annotated, the
sufficlent bond with a surety company, licensed in the State of Montana,

Contractor shall provide proof of a good and
conditioned that the Contractor shall:

@) faithfully perform all provisions of the contract;
(ii)  pay all laborers, mechanics, subcontractors, and material suppllers; and

(iii) payall persons who supply the Contractor, or its subcontractors, with provisions, provender, material,
or supplies for performing the Scope of Work.
The City may not require that any bond be furnished by a particular surety company or by a particular
insurance producer for the surety company.
dT of Securi

As outlined in Section 18-2-203, MCA, the above security mu
price agreed to be paid for the public works in Paragraph 4 of the Agreement, which is:

$35,000.00 the security must further designate that sald amount Is
payable to the City of Columbus.

st be in an amount equal to the full contract




MONTANA

PREVAILING WAGE RATES FOR HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 2026
Effective: April 25, 2026

Greg Glanforte, Govermor
State of Montana

Sarah Swanson, Commissioner
Department of Labor & Industy

To obtain copies of prevailing wage rate schedules, or for information retating to public works projects and pay
wage rates, visit ESD at erd.dli.mt.gov/labor-standards or contact:

ment of prevailing

Employment Standards Division

Montana Department of Labor and Industry
P. 0. Box 8011

Helena, MT 59604

Phone 406-444-6543

The department welcomes questions, comments, and suggestions from the public. In addition, we'll do our best to provide
information in an accessible format, upon request, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

MONTANA PREVAILING WAGE REQUIREMENTS

in accordance with Sections 18-2-401 and 18-2-402 of the

The Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry,
d prevailing rate of wages for the occupations listed in this

Montana Code Annotated (MCA), has determined the standar
publication.

The wages specified herein control the prevailing rate of wages for the purposes of Section 18-2-401, et seq., MCA. Each
employer is required to pay (as a minimum) the rate of wages, including fringe benefits, travel allowance, zone pay and per diem
applicable to the classification under which the work is being performed as provided in the attached wage determinations,

All Montana Prevailing Wage Rates are available on the department's website at hths:[/erd.dli.m[.gov,{labor~standards{state—
prevailing-wape-rates/ or by contacting the department at (406) 444-6543.

In addition, this publication provides general information concerning compliance with Montana's Prevailing Wage Law and the
payment of prevalling wages. For datailed compliance Information relating to public works contracts and payment of prevailing

wage rates, please consult the regulations on the department's website at httgs:ggerd‘dii.mt.gow(labor-standardsggubiic'

contracts-prevailing-wage-law/ or contact the department at (406) 444-6543.

SARAH SWANSON

Commissioner

Department of Labor and Industry
State of Montana
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A. Dateof Publlcation

B. Definitionof Highway Construction
The Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM), 24.17.501(3) - (3)(b), states “Highway construction projects include,

but are not limited to, the construction, alteratlon, or repalr of roads, streets, highways, runways, taxiways, alleys,
tralls, paths, and parking areas, bridges constructed or repaired in conjunction with highway work, and other similar

projects not incidental to building construction or heavy construction.

but are not limited to, alleys, base courses, bituminous treatments, bridle
d embankment (for road construction), fencing (highway), grade
crossing elimination (overpasses or underpasses), guard rails on highways, highway signs, highway bridges
(overpasses, underpasses, grade separation), medians, parking lots, parkways, resurfacing streets and highways,
roadbeds, roadways, runways, shoulders, stabilizing courses, Storm Sewers incidental to road construction, street

paving, surface courses, taxiways, and trails.”

Highway construction projects include,
paths, concrete pavement, curbs, excavation an

C. Definition of Public Works Contract
Section 18-2-401(11)(a), MCA defines “public works contract” as “...a contract for construction services let by the

state, county, municipality, school district, or political subdivision or for nonconstruction services let by the state,
county, municipality, or political subdivision in which the total cost of the contract is in excess of $25,000...".

D. Prevailing Wage Schedule

This publication covers only Highway
These rates will remain in effect until superse
schedules for Building Construction, Heavy Construction
on the internet at hltps://erdldli.mt.gow‘!abnr»slandards/slate-nrevai

(406) 444-6543.

Construction occupations and rates in the specific localities mentioned herein.
ded by a more current publication. Current prevailing wage rate

and Nonconstruction Services occupations can be found
ling-wage-rates/ or by contacting the department at

E. Rates to Use for Projects
ARM, 24.17.127(1)(c), states “The wage rates applicable to a particular public works project are those In effect at the

time the bid specifications are advertised.”

F. Wage Rate Adjustments for Multiyear Contracts

Section 18-2-417, MCA states:
“(1) Any public works contract that by the terms of the original contract calls for more than 30 months to fully

perform must include a provision to adjust, as provided in subsection (2), the standard prevailing rate of wages to
be paid to the workers performing the contract.
ers under a contract subject to this section must be adjusted

rks contract. The amount of the adjustment must be a 3%
he contract.

(2) The standard prevailing rate of wages paid to work
12 months after the date of the award of the public wo
increase. The adjustment must be made and applied every 12 months for the term of t

(3) Any increase in the standard rate of prevailing wages for workers under this section is the sole responsibility of
the contractor and any subcontractors and not the contracting agency.”




G. Fringe Benefits
Section 18-2-412, MCA states:

“(1) To fulfill the obligation...a contractor or subcontractor may:

(a) pay the amount of fringe benefits and the basic hourly rate of pay that is part of the standard prevailing rate of
wages directly to the worker or employee in cash;

n to a trustee or a third person pursuant to a fringe benefit fund, plan, or

(b) make an irrevocable contributio
me Security Act of 1974 or that is a bona

program that meets the requirements of the Employee Retirerent Inco
fide program approved by the U. S. department of labor; or

(c) make payments using any combination of methods set forth in subsections (1)(a) and (1)(b) s0 that the

aggregate of payments and contributions is not less than the standard prevailing rate of wages, including fringe

benefits and travel allowances, applicable to the district for the particular type of work being petformed,

lan, or program described in subsection (1)(b) must provide benefits to workers or
nisions on retirement or death, life insurance, disability and sickness insurance, or
oyee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 or that

(2) The fringe benefit fund, p
employees for health care, pe
bona fide programs that meet the requirements of the Empl
are approved by the U. S. department of labor.”

ed (straight time and overtime hours). However, fringe benefits are not to

Fringe benefits are paid for all hours work
oliectively bargained

be considered a part of the hourly rate of pay for calculating overtime, unless there isac
agreement in effect that specifies otherwise.

H. Dispatch City
Section 18-2-411(6), MCA, defines dispatch city as
the center of the job: Billings, Bozeman, Butte, Great Falls, Helena,

« the courthouse in the city from the following list which is closest to
Kalispell, Miles City, Missoula and Sidney.”

|. Zone Pay
Zone pay is not travel pay. ARM, 24.17.103(25), defines zone pay as "

sum then becomes the new base wage rate to be paid for all hours worke
by measuring the road miles one way over the shortest practical maintained route
the job."” See section H above for a list of dispatch cities.

_an amount added to the base pay; the combined
d on the project. Zone pay must be determined
from the dispatch city to the center of

). Computing Trave!l Benefits
ARM, 24.17.103(23), states “Travel pay,’ also referred to as ‘travel allowance,' is and must be paid for travel both to

and from the job site, except those with special provisions listed under the classification. The rate is determined by
measuring the road miles one direction over the shortest practical maintained route from the dispatch city or the
employee's home, whichever is closer, to the center of the job.” See section H above for a list of dispatch cities.

K. Per Diem
ARM, 24.17.103(19), states “‘Per diem’ typically covers costs associated with board and lodging expenses. Per diem Is

paid when an employee Is required to work at a location outside the daily commuting distance and is required to stay at

that location overnight or longer.”

L. Apprentices

Wage rates for apprentices registered in approved federal or state apprenticeship programs are contained in those

programs. Additionally, Section 18-2-416(2), MCA states “..The full amount of any applicable fringe benefits must

be paid to the apprentice while the apprentice is working on the public works contract. " Apprentices not registered
in approved federal or state apprenticeship programs will be paid the appropriate journey level prevailing wage rate

when working on a public works contract.




M. Posting Notice of Prevalling Wages
Section 18-2-406, MCA, provides that contractors, Su bcontractors, and employers who are «..performing work or

providing construction services under public works contracts, as provided in this part, shall post in & prominent and
accessible site on the project or staging area, not later than the first day of work and continuing for the entire
duration of the project, a leglble statement of all wages and fringe benefits to be paid to the employees.”

N. Employment Preference
Sections 18-2-403 and 18-2-409, MCA require contractors 1o give preference to the em ployment of bona fide

Montana residents in the performance of work on public works contracts.

0. Projects of a Mixed Nature
Section 18-2-418, MCA states:

based on the preponderance of labor hours to be worked, whether the

“(1) The contracting agency shall determine,
d as a highway construction project, a heavy construction project, or

public works construction services project is classifie
a bullding construction project.

(2) Once the project has been classified, employees in each trade classification who are working on that project must be
paid at the rate for that project classification”

P. Occupations Definitions
You can find definitions for these occupations on the following Bureau of Labor Statistics website:

J“lILQ:{,{www.bls.govggeg[ggrrgn;[ges stru.htm

Q. Welder Rates
Welders receive the rate prescribed for the craft performing an operation to which welding is incidental.

R. Foreman Rates
Rates are no longer set for foremen. However, i

at least the journey level rate.

f a foreman performs journey level work, the foreman must be paid




