**Closing of Public Hearing for Preliminary Budget that was opened on August 7S

CITY OF COLUMBUS
AGENDA
TUESDAY- September 8, 2026
CITY HALL 6:30 P.M.

**all meetings are recorded**

* Notes an action required by Council

1. *MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING, APPROVED AS WRITTEN, WITH OR
WITHOUT ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CORRECTIONS
2. *APPROVAL OF CLAIMS
3. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Joel Moranton with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce to discuss a proposed RC
Rock Crawler Recreation Area
REPORT OF OFFICERS

1. Chief CFD#3 4. City Attorney
2. Police Chief 5. City Clerk
3. Public Works Director 6. City Court

4. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT ON CURRENT AGENDA
Columbus resident Joel Moranton submitted a statement/comment on the proposed

Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer position on the agenda

6. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
NONE

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NONE

8. NEW BUSINESS
*Approval of Special Use Permit to extend the Pike Ave Farmers Market for an additional
three Thursdays until September 24, 2026
* Approval of Job Description for new city position - Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer
*Approval of Resolution 900-2026 Establishing a Large Taxpayer Reserve Fund
*Approval of Resolution 901-2026 Setting the Levy for the City’s Light Districts
*Approval of Resolution 902-2026 Adopting the Tax Levy for Tax Year 2026-27
*Approval of Resolution 903-2026 Adopting a Budget for Tax Year 2026-27
*Approval of the Utility Clerk Job Description and Announcement
*Approval of User agreement for Fall Ball at Granite Peak Park

9. COMMENTS NOT ON THE AGENDA

10.*ADJOURN

All public comment will be limited to 3 minutes unless prior approval is granted by the Mayor




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PRELIMINARY & FINAL BUDGET
FY2026-2027

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City of Columbus has completed its FY26-27
Preliminary Municipal Budget and Special Assessments for the Fiscal Year beginning, July
1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027. The budget has been placed on file and is open to inspection
in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer of Columbus, Montana. The City Council shall open a public
hearing on the preliminary budget at its regular meeting on August 17, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at City
Hall, Columbus, Montana, at which time any taxpayer or resident may appear and be heard for or
against any part of the budget. The hearing will continue from day to day and will be concluded
and the final budget adopted by resolution at the City Council meeting on September 8, 2026.
For further information, contact Cherrie McAlexander, Clerk-Treasurer, at 406-322-5313.

DATED this 6™ day of August, 2026

Cherrie McAlexander
Clerk Treasurer

Publish: August 6, 2026 and August 13, 2026




MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 17, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL
PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse started the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes.
Staff members present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City
Attorney Ryan Addis (via zoom), and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Pam Aumueller, Drea Obert, Belle Demeny, Pat Bruce, Debbie Jacobs, Joel
Moranton and two others that did not sign in

PUBLIC HEARING

The mayor opened the Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget. There was no
public comment. The mayor announced that the hearing will stay open until
September 8, 2026, and any comments can be made to the city clerk or at the
next council meeting.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
August 3, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Cole Waltner abstained.
Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of August 2026 was presented to the Council.
Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 15t half of August was presented to the Council. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Kelly
Ault; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, |
Dennis Holten and Rick White all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

NONE

FIRE DISTRICT

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE
CLERK-TREASURER

The Fire District Chief was not present and did not provide a report.

The Police Chief was not present and did not provide a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton discussed
the issues with the painted parking on Pike Ave and Pratten Street. Peyton
mentioned going to parallel parking spaces between Yellowstone Bank and
NAPA. Dennis stated that had been done in the past and didn't work. Peyton
talked about the pump issues at the well project and the need for a new pool
chair lift when the current one breaks.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 17, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of the Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 26/27. Dennis Holten made
a motion to approve the budget, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote,
Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen
Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval to allow Judy Martin and Sherry Gossett to make 4 equal payments
for their sewer system development fees of $2,946.48. Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the payments, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Pool Renovation Bid Documents and Timeline. Tim Mayo made a
motion to approve the bid documents and timeline, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

AIRPORT

Approval of final grant close out for the Pavement Maintenance Project - total
amount $189,356.15. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the close out,
seconded by Cole Waltner; Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Kelly asked Peyton if he had got her message about water meters. Peyton said
yes and explained the situation with the water meters. Dennis agreed with
Peyton on the water usage and meter situation. Kelly asked about the firewood
situation at Itch-Kep-Pe Park. Peyton explained. Danen stated that he had three
people approach him about code violations. Danen went into detail about the
complaints he received. Peyton mentioned the job description that he brought
to the council about 5 months ago for a city code enforcement and zoning officer
position. Peyton explained the position and the benefit of this position for the
city. Danen mentioned that the animal control officer used to do a lot of code
enforcement in the past. Danen stated that the lack of code enforcement in the
town is a definite concern for the citizens. There was discussion on the code
enforcement situation in town. Danen mentioned that citizens are wanting to be
able to report violations anonymously due to fear of retaliation. Dennis, Tim and
the mayor all stated that this is why we need a code enforcement officer. Ryan
explained the reason why the complaints cannot be anonymous. Cole asked if
the council wants to revisit that job description for a code enforcement officer
slash animal control, parking and zoning. Council and staff discussed. Council
decided that they would like to give the animal control officer a full-time position
instead of part-time and add code enforcement and zoning to the job
description. Cherrie asked what if the animal control officer does not want to
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 17, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

become full-time and take on more responsibilities. Dennis and Cole both stated |
that she needs to be asked and we can go from there. 4 people made comments
on their water bills. All do not feel that they were charged correctly for their
water usage. There were over 18 minutes of public comment and discussion on
the issue. It was decided by council that the 4 people could come to city hall,
and Cherrie would get their information and prepare a payment plan to be
presented for approval at the next council meeting.

ADJOURNMENT Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn
at 7:19 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.

JOSEPH MORSE Il, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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MINUTES FOR A BUDGET WORK SESSION FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 17, 2026, AT 5:45 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. The council persons present were
Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, and Kelly Ault. Staff members present
were Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

Cherrie explained the printout provided to the council that listed all the
changes that were made to the preliminary budget since the last budget
meeting and asked if there were any questions. Rick asked why the animal
control training budget jumped so high from $250 to $1000. Cherrie explained
that due to the cost of hotel expenses the budget needed to be increased.
Animal control went on one training last budget, and the hotel alone was $850.
Cherrie explained that the training itself is not that expensive, it is the cost of
mileage and hotels. There was discission about training locations and cost. The
mayor asked about the new fund for the large taxpayer reserves. Cherrie
explained why the fund was created and what the money can be used for.
There was discussion about the new fund. Dennis asked about the capital fund
that all the other capital funds got combined into. Cherrie told Dennis it was
fund 4120 and there will be over three million in that fund after the transfers.
Cherrie explained how that fund would be budgeted moving forward. Dennis
stated that if we have the money, we need to make improvements because we
may never get the money again. Dennis said that the budget looked great and
stated that Cherrie did a good job. Dennis also stated that the budget is a lot
of work. Rick said that the budget is a tremendous amount of work and is
thankful for Cherrie. Cherrie stated that the city is in a good position right now
and that we should be thankful for the large taxpayers. The mayor stated that
the city is very fortunate.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

NONE

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse closed the work session at 5:55pm

JOSEPH MORSE II, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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595 N 9th St, Suite 50

?“5’ Columbus, MT 53019
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Proposed RC Rock Crawler Recreation Area
Old Highway 10 / Keyser Creek

Near the Keyser Creek crossing under Old Highway 10, just before the cemetery, the existing bike/walking path drops
down to a small concrete slipway. From there, a collection of large and small boulders continues roughly 100 feet toward

and underneath the bridge.
| would like to explore turning this existing area into a small RC Rock Crawler Recreation Area and walking area.
RC rock crawling is a hobby using small four-wheel-drive remote-control vehicles designed to navigate rocks and difficult

terrain. The existing boulders at this location already create an excellent natural course, so very little would need to be
done to make the area usable.

Proposed Work

» Remove weeds and excessive vegetation around the rocks and walking areas.
o Lightly trim bushes and tree branches where needed.

Clean up litter and debris.
¢ Adjust or reposition some of the smaller existing rocks to improve RC crawling routes and walking access.

¢ Leave the large boulders and overall natural character of the area intact.
No buildings, permanent structures, utilities, paving, major excavation, or significant construction are proposed.

Community & Tourism Benefit
This could turn an overlooked area into a unique little recreational spot for local families and visitors with very little
investment.

Once established, | would like to explore adding the location to Google Maps and RC recreation resources so people
traveling through the area can find it. RC crawling has an active hobby community, and this could provide another small
reason for travelers to stop and spend some time in Columbus.

The area would also be a good location for a geocache and would complement the existing bike/walking path.

Request to City Council

| am not requesting City funding or City construction. | am asking the Council whether it supports exploring the
idea and allowing minor volunteer improvements to the area.

Before any work begins, we would need to determine who owns or controls the property and whether the City, Stillwater
County, Montana Department of Transportation, or another agency has jurisdiction over the bridge, path, creek area, or
right-of-way.

If the Council is supportive, | would like to work with City staff to determine what permissions are needed and whether
there are any concerns related to drainage, floodplain, utilities, bridge infrastructure, public safety, or liability.

The goal is simply to clean up and make better recreational use of an area and terrain that already exists.

Stillwater County Chamber of Commerce | Supporting Business, Tourism & Community
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Columbus Police Department
408 E 1STAVEN

P.O0. BOX 549

Columbus, MT 59019-0549

Aaron A Uecker, Chief of Police
(406) 322-5313 Ext. 110
Email: chiefofpolice@townofcolumbus.com

To: Columbus City Council
From: Chief Aaron Uecker

Subj:  Monthly Report

Moving into fall the traffic around town will generally slow down tremendously, most officers have
already reported this happening on their shifts. Total calls/contacts as of 02 September are 2,741 compared
to 1,948. Total Case is 176 this year to 223 in 2025. Total Citations (Notice to Appear) are sitting at 137
compared to 64 last year at this time.

Stillwater County News has got with me, and we decided to do a monthly series of “Meet your
Officer”. Each CPD officer will be given a series of questions and give a brief bio of themselves, and the
paper will then publish them until we have gone through all of the officers. The majority of the time we only
meet people at the worst of times, so | feel this would be a good service to the community in getting to know
who is out serving and protecting them.

The Impala went down last week, there was a hole in the side of the radiator, it also needed a service.
| believe the cost was just over $1,100.

Representatives with the Union from the mine met with me recently and informed me of likelihood of
the strike. | advised them that the City supports them and wishes the best in the outcome but informed them
the Police Dept still has a job to do, and that we will not be giving any leeway when it comes to Criminal
Activity. They informed me that they have discussed this with all personnel and will be managing their people
when they are doing the picket lines.

Officers Hankins and Jenkins attended the Quick Reaction Force last weekend at the Montana Law
Enforcement Academy. This is an advanced tactical training program specifically designed as the patrol
officer version of a SWAT Basic course. It is heavily tailored for rural law enforcement agencies who are not
assigned to a full-time tactical team. The purpose of this course is to equip patrol officers and supervisors
with the skills and tactics needed to handle critical incidents, contain scenes and manage risk until a full
tactical team can arrive. Currently 4 of the 6 full-time officers have been through this course In the last 2

years.

// v

~Aaron Uecker




City of Columbus

Attorney for the City of Columbus

Ryan C. Addis, Esg.
408 E. 15t Ave. N.

P.O. Box 549
Columbus, MT 59019
Phone: 406-322-5313 Ext. 210
attorney@townofcolumbus.com

September 8, 2026

City Council
City of Columbus
Columbus, MT 59019

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
Dear City Council:
Since the last meeting, | have worked on fourteen criminal matters.
For non-criminal matters, | prepared a mutual early fermination of a
commercial lease agreement at the Columbus Airport as well as reviewed a new
proposed non-commercial lease agreement for the same hangar.

Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to inquire.

Sincerely,

Ryafy C. Addis
Columbus City Attorney

Page 1 of 1




REPORT FROM THE CITY CLERK-TREASURER
September 8, 2026 CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER

1. The following changes were made to the Preliminary Budget since the last budget meeting.
a. $80,000.00 was added for a Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer
b. The transfer for future capital improvements 521000/801 was decreased from

$1,500,000.00 to $1,355,000.00

2. Per request from the auditor, | have moved the meter replacement project expense from
5210-430550-940 to 5210-430550-236.

3. Please see attached letter that has been sent to all residents about the installation of the
new water meters in town.

4. Please see attached information on the Pocket Park that is being built opposite the Murel
across from city hall.

5. The city received the green light to move forward with the Downtown Revitalization Plan.

6. The Drawing for the Payment Portal signups were over on August 31*. We had over 200
residents sign up and the following are the winners:

1%t Place — Down Home Chaos — 50% off utility bill
2nd Place — Peter and Amber Lofing — 25% off utility bill
3" Place — Sethan and Melissa Olson — 10% off utility bill

7. |sent an email out to all council members on August 21 about the possibility of the city
creating a new position for a Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer. Please see attached email.
The job description is on the agenda for approval.

8. Please see attached Downtown Revitalization Study proposal.

9. Cassidy Thompson has resigned as Deputy Clerk for the city. The Deputy Clerk position has
been altered, and the new Job Description and job announcement is on the agenda for

approval.

Please feel free to call, email or stop by my office anytime with questions or concerns




Clerk

Myrna Lastusky <mlastusky@beartooth.org>

From:

Sent: Friday, August 28, 2026 8:17 AM

To: Clerk

Cc: Maurie Petterson

Subject: Pocket Park Info

Attachments: PocketparkSoW.docx; Pocket Park Mockup 8-11-26.png
Cherrie,

Thanks so much for meeting with me yesterday. I always enjoy talking to you and hearing all your great ideas. Columbus
is so blessed to have you!

Attached is the simple contract for the pocket park along with a rough mockup of what it will look like. The grass in front
of the mural will primarily become concrete with a 3-foot strip between the curb and concrete with landscaping gravel.
We will be planting some native grasses and/or shrubs in there — low or no-maintenance ones. It will be a while, but
eventually there will be a couple benches and a picnic table, possibly a little lending library. We have reached out to a
couple of shop teachers/FFA/4-H folks to see if some high schoolers can make the benches if we provide the funding. We

want to use no-maintenance composite or metal if possible.

We expect the work to begin either next week or the following, so it will be coming VERY soon! Let me know if you
have any questions or would like further info — and thank you for sharing this with the Council. Thanks, Cherrie!

Myrna

Myrna Lastusky

Project Manager / Interim Executive Director
Beartooth RC&D

mlastuskv@beartooth.org

406-962-3914 (office)

406-425-4416 (cell)
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Concrete Pad, Drainage, and landscaping Scope of work
Pocket Park Corner of 1st Avenue North and 4t Street North
Columbus, MT

Excavating approximately 8 inches of earth, shaping area for slab and drainage.

Placing 4 inches of gravel base for pad.
Constructing concrete slab approximately 11 1/2 feet by 56 feet, adjoining existing

sidewalk, by placing and finishing 4 inches of concrete with rebar every two feet or
wire mesh, with 5-inch footer around perimeter, and appropriate expansion joints.

Slab to drain to the North and East.
Preparing approximately three-foot-wide area for planting on the length of the North

side of the slab, shaping to drain to the East; placing landscape fabric the entire
length; and placing approximately two inches of one/ two-inch landscape gravel.

Cost for this effort = $9,000.

Little Mountainview Construction LLC Stillwater Tourism Trail Project
406-780-0409




Clerk

From: Clerk

Sent: Friday, August 21, 2026 10:44 AM

To: richardwhite806@yahoo.com

Subject: Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer
Attachments: Code - Zoning Officer Job Description.docx

All,

After the council meeting the Animal Control Officer was approached about the opportunity to become
a fulltime employee and take on more responsibilities doing code enforcement and zoning for the city.

The Animal Control Officer is not interested in this opportunity.

The other option the city has is to create a new position that would handle code enforcement and
zoning for the city. There was a staff meeting with the mayor and all department heads to discuss and
all agreed that the city would greatly benefit from a full-time code enforcement/zoning officer. Please
see attached job description that was created and approved by the mayor and department heads.

The current city budget includes $23,553 for zoning expenses. If this position was approved the
budget for the new position would be around $80,000.00. This would provide a salary of $22-24 per
hour plus all benefits and payroll taxes. The budget for FY26/27 would increase $80,000, however
future years budget would be substantially less because the current budget expense of $23,553 for

zoning would be absorbed with the creation of the new position.

I'will be adding this expense to the budget for approval on September 8t. If you have any questions
or concerns, please let me know.

Thanks

Cherrie McAlexander
Clerk-Treasurer

City of Columbus

Email : clerk@townofcolumbus.com
408 E 1st Ave North

P.O. Box 549

Columbus, MT 59019

(406) 322-5313 ext 101

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail and its attachments (if any) may contain privileged information, confidential information, proprietary information, or other

information protected from disclosure by law. Any use, dissemination, disclosure or reproduction of this e-mail other than by the intended recipient as authorized by
the sender is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete this e-mail and its attachments (if any) and notify the sender via a reply e-mail,
or by telephone at (406)322-5313 X101. It is not the intention of the sender to waive any privileges, confidentiality rights, proprietary rights or other rights relative to

the information contained within this e-mail or any of its attachments.
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www.landdesigninc.net « 406.655.3550
September 2, 2026

Myrna Lastusky
Interim Executive Director
Beartooth RC&D

Subject: Downtown Revitalization Study - Columbus Montana

Dear Myrna,

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal for Landscape Architectural services
for Downtown Columbus.

Based on our discussions, we offer the following Scope of Services.

PHASE 1: Inventory and Analysis

Project Kickoff:

Our team will host a project kickoff and coordination meeting with you and relevant
stakeholders to confirm project goals and define study extents. We will also identify key
points of contact and lines of commmunication for the duration of the project, as well as

existing technical information sources.

Base Information Gathering:
We will conduct a thorough review of available aerials, 3D massing, zoning maps, and past

planning studies to establish a geographic base map and a synthesis of the adopted policies
and studies.

Site Evaluation:
Our team will conduct an intensive, one-day field visit to Columbus to evaluate walkability

issues, parking utilization, tree canopy health, wayfinding gaps, and architectural character.

Deliverable:
The primary deliverable for this initial phase is an annotated "Opportunities and Constraints"

base map that highlights key intervention zones throughout the downtown corridor.

PHASE 2: Community Engagement & Visioning

Process:
Public input is essential to crafting a plan that reflects local values. Working in close

coordination with Beartooth RC&D, LDI will design presentation materials and
questionnaires for an intensive, one-day outreach session in Columbus. This visit will include
up to three targeted stakeholder focus groups (engaging local business owners, town staff,
and residents) followed by a broader evening public input workshop.

landscape architecture Il
tand planning |l




Columbus Montana Downtown Revitalization Study
September 2, 2026

Deliverables:
After synthesizing the feedback, LDI will produce a findings summary detailing community

priorities and critical feedback to guide the design process.

PHASE 3: Conceptual Design & Placemaking

Process:

Translating community vision into physical design, LDI will draft an overall Downtown
Framework Improvement Plan outlining macro-level recommendations such as traffic
calming, sidewalk expansions, and gateway signage. Within this framework, we will develop
schematic site concepts for up to three focus areas or sites.

Deliverables:

To help the community visualize these changes, LDI will generate high-quality 3D
perspective renderings illustrating "before and after" transformations, accompanied by
preliminary rough order-of-magnitude (ROM) cost estimates for all proposed physical
improvements.

Public presentation:
These materials will be presented to the community at a second stakeholder and public
presentation meeting. Public comments will be recorded for future revision and

incorporation into the final plans.

PHASE 4: Final Reporting

Process:

In the final phase, LDI will organize all conceptual designs, cost models, and feedback into a
prioritized Phasing and Implementation Matrix categorizing initiatives into short-term
(tactical placemaking), medium-term (streetscape enhancements), and long-term (capital

improvement) projects.

Deliverables:
We will deliver a highly visual, 20-to-30-page PDF Master Plan report specifically formatted to

support future state and federal grant applications.

Public presentation:
LDI will present the final master plan to the Town Council or governing stakeholder groups

and incorporate any final feedback prior to final delivery.

landscape architecture il
land planning I




Columbus Montana Downtown Revitalization Study
September 2, 2026

Scope Exclusions:

Our scope excludes topographic, boundary, or utility surveying; geotechnical or
environmental investigations; traffic engineering counts; market feasibility studies; and
detailed construction drawings or specifications.

This scope of services includes two public engagement meetings and six stakeholder
engagement meetings. Should additional outreach be necessary to ensure adequate
community buy-in, LDI can provide a separate proposal for supplemental public meetings.

Fee Structure and Terms:
We propose executing this scope of services for the following fee breakdown.

e Phase 1. Inventory & Analysis: $6,015.00

e Phase 2: Community Engagement & Visioning: $5,520.00

¢ Phase 3: Conceptual Design & Placemaking: $17,300.00

e Phase 4: Final Reporting: $11,160.00

e Total Lump Sum: $39,995.00

We are set to begin upon your acceptance of this proposal. Your signature and approval of
this Agreement will serve as our Notice to Proceed.

Thank you for the opportunity.

Sincerely,

Land Pej-s:gn, In?‘,f/ |

. [/
Michael Verseman
Project Manager

Signature: Date:

landscape architecture Il
land planning i}




August 2026

OFFICER: CHURCH TOTAL: 0
OFFICER: HANKINS TOTAL: 0
OFFICER: GRIESHOP TOTAL: 0
OFFICER: JENKINS TOTAL: 8
Charge: DWS 2 Disposition: Bond Forfeited 3
Stop Sign 2 No Disposition 5
Speeding 2
Criminal Mischief 1
Disorderly Conduct 1
OFFICER: ZACHARY TOTAL: 1
Charge: CPDD 1 Disposition: Transferred 1
CHIEF: UECKER TOTAL: 4
Charge: No Registration 1 Disposition: Bond Forfeited 2
Speeding 1 Transferred 2
Criminal Mischief 1
Disorderly Conduct 1
AUGUST TOTAL: 13

YEAR TO DATE: 139




Concerns Regarding the Proposed Code-Zoning Enforcement Position

Dear Mayor and Members of the Columbus City Council,

After code enforcement was discussed at the last Council meeting, | began researching
the Columbus Municipal Code. | recently purchased my home in Columbus and, like |
suspect many residents, | was unfamiliar with many of these ordinances.

What started with a few questions about junk vehicles became a much larger concern.

| am not opposed to enforcing legitimate health, safety, zoning, and nuisance problems.
| am opposed to creating a position whose role is to proactively patrol residential
neighborhoods looking for ordinance violations.

| would strongly prefer residential code enforcement to remain complaint-driven. If a
neighbor is genuinely affected by something on another property, Columbus already
has a nuisance complaint process. The City can investigate that complaint, determine
whether an actual ordinance has been violated, and give the property owner an
opportunity to address it.

If the neighbors do not care, and there is no independent health, safety, environmental,
dangerous-structure, or public-right-of-way issue, | generally do not believe the City
should be looking for a reason to become involved.

After reading these ordinances, | also believe several deserve review before they are
more aggressively enforced.

1. Junk Vehicles and Automotive Restoration

As an automotive enthusiast, the junk vehicle rules were what originally caught my
attention.

Section 8.04.020 defines a “junk vehicle” as a discarded, ruined, wrecked, or dismantled
motor vehicle, including component parts, that is not lawfully and validly licensed and
remains inoperative or incapable of being driven.

Section 8.04.030(B) then prohibits:

“Maintaining a junk vehicle or vehicles on any premises for more than five consecutive
days...”

unless the vehicle is removed to a legal disposal site or placed inside a storage building
or garage.




| understand the purpose of preventing genuinely abandoned vehicles from
accumulating around town. My concern is that this definition can also capture legitimate

restoration and donor vehicles.

An automotive restoration may take years. A vehicle might be dismantled while an
owner searches for rare parts, saves money, or works on the project as time permits. A
donor vehicle may be kept specifically because its engine, transmission, body panels,
axles, or other components are needed to restore another vehicle.

That property has not necessarily been abandoned or discarded in the ordinary sense.
To a collector or automotive enthusiast, what somebody else sees as junk may be rusty

gold.

Interestingly, the zoning code already recognizes this distinction. Section 17.08.010
defines an “automobile wrecking or junkyard” in part as a place where two or more non-
running vehicles or parts are kept “and are not being restored to operation.”

If the zoning code can recognize restoration activity as different from a junkyard, |
believe the nuisance ordinance should be able to make a similar distinction.

| would ask Council to consider an exception or clearer standard for collector,
restoration, repair, and personal donor vehicles, while still allowing enforcement for
leaking fluids, environmental hazards, rodents, unsafe conditions, or genuinely
abandoned vehicles.

2. The Five-Day Junk Rule Can Catch Ordinary Life
The same problem goes beyond automobiles.
Section 8.04.020 defines “junk” very broadly. It includes open storage of old appliances,

equipment or parts, scrap metal, tires, old lumber or scrap wood, debris, mattresses and
other materials. It even includes material collected or stored:

“as salvage, for conversion to some other use...”

Section 8.04.030(C) then prohibits maintaining a collection of junk for more than five
consecutive days without removing it to a legal disposal site.

Five days is an extremely short period in ordinary life.

Someone may clean out their garage on Saturday but not be able to make a disposal
run until the following weekend.

A dishwasher may be replaced under warranty and sit outside while the retailer
schedules pickup.




Someone may have scrap lumber or steel saved because they intend to reuse it on
another project.

Those situations are very different from a property where abandoned appliances and
garbage have accumulated for years.

That is exactly why | am concerned about proactive enforcement. A City employee

driving around looking for violations could find technical problems at otherwise well-kept
homes simply because ordinary life does not always happen within five days.

3. Right-of-Way Trees
Chapter 12.20 is another area | think deserves a closer look.
Section 12.20.020 gives the City:

“full power and authority over all trees, plants and shrubs located within public rights-of-

n

way...

Section 12.20.060 allows adjacent property owners to prune, spray, fertilize and
preserve trees in the adjoining ROW without a permit.

There are also specific duties requiring adjoining owners to keep trees from obstructing
sidewalks, traffic, signs, intersections and similar public uses.

But Section 12.20.110 goes further. Dead or dangerous street trees are declared a
public nuisance, and the City Forester can require correction within thirty days:

“or the cost of correction will be assessed against the property owner.”
Meanwhile Section 12.20.120 also gives the City the right to:

“plant, prune, maintain and remove trees...”

within public rights-of-way.

What | have not found is a clear statement establishing who is responsible for the
general health and normal aging of a street tree before it becomes dead or dangerous.

Imagine a retired resident on a fixed income with a large mature tree in the public ROW.
The tree dies from age or disease through no fault of the homeowner. The City controls
the ROW tree, yet the homeowner could potentially receive a bill for thousands of
dollars to remove it.




| think Council should clarify where the City's responsibility ends and the adjacent
property owner's financial responsibility begins, and consider whether full cost
assessment is appropriate in every circumstance.

4. Sidewalks
Sidewalk responsibility is much clearer.

Section 12.08.090 states:

“All sidewalks and curb stones shall be maintained in a good condition at the expense of
the property owner adjoining...”

Section 12.08.030 also states:
“The entire cost of such work shall be borne by the property adjoining...”
My concern here is fairness and consistency.

On my street, my property has a sidewalk while none of my immediate neighbors on my
side of the street do. Sidewalks exist on much of the opposite side, but portions are in
poor condition and are frequently blocked by parked vehicles.

If my sidewalk eventually needs reconstruction, | bear that expense simply because my
property happens to have one. The neighboring property with no sidewalk has no
comparable obligation.

| also do not see a provision allowing an owner to simply remove a damaged sidewalk
rather than reconstruct it when the rest of the block does not have continuous sidewalk

coverage.

| think Council should eventually consider whether sidewalk repair should include some
City cost-sharing and whether removal should sometimes be an option where there is
no continuous pedestrian network.

5. Chicken Setbacks
The chicken ordinance is clear, but | would like Council to reconsider one provision.
Section 17.96.015(A)(5) states:

“No chicken house, outdoor chicken enclosure, or chicken hen shall at any time be
located closer than ten feet...”

to a public right-of-way, sidewalk, or neighboring property line.




The same code allows certain small accessory buildings to be as close as two feet from
a property line.

The chicken ordinance already regulates odors, persistent noise, predators, feed
storage, containment, and chickens running at large. | would like to understand what
specific problem the additional ten-foot setback is intended to solve and why ten feet

was selected.

On smaller in-town lots, ten feet from both side property lines can effectively force a
chicken enclosure into the middle of the yard.

| would ask Council to review whether a smaller setback could accomplish the same
legitimate goals without unnecessarily limiting how residents can use their property.

6. Complaint-Driven Enforcement and Code Review
These are only the rules that personally affect me and that | researched.
It took me a considerable amount of time, conversations with three City employees,

reading multiple sections of the Municipal Code, and comparing the interpretations of
three different Al research tools before | felt comfortable that | understood how these

provisions fit together.
Some of the rules turned out to be clearer than [ originally thought.

That does not necessarily mean they are reasonable as currently written, or that every
section is clear enough to be aggressively enforced.

Five-day junk rules, strict “Junk vehicles rules” (Rusty Gold), potentially thousands of
dollars of responsibility for a street tree in City ROW, and full responsibility for a
sidewalk that may not connect to another sidewalk can make Columbus begin to feel
less like a small Montana town and more like an HOA.

We all live busy lives.

Grass occasionally gets too tall. Garage-cleanout material may sit outside until the next
weekend. An old appliance may wait longer than five days for pickup. A restoration
project may sit untouched for years while somebody saves money or searches for parts.

Those situations should not automatically make otherwise responsible residents targets
for City enforcement.

For that reason, before approving or expanding a Code-Zoning enforcement position, |
would like Council to do two things.

First, | would like to see the complete job description and specifically understand:




« Will the position proactively patrol residential neighborhoods looking for

violations?
( « Or will residential enforcement primarily respond to complaints and documented

problems?
o What discretion will the officer have when applying these rules?

My preference is simple:
Residential enforcement should be complaint-driven.

A resident files a legitimate complaint. The City determines whether an ordinance has
actually been violated. The property owner is contacted and given a reasonable
opportunity to correct the problem.

Serious health, safety, environmental, dangerous-structure, or public-right-of-way issues
can obviously justify proactive City action.

What | do not want is an employee whose job is to drive residential streets looking for
technical violations that neighbors themselves are not concerned about.

Second, | would like Council to review the Municipal Code itself before increasing
enforcement.

Some sections need clearer language so residents, City staff, and whoever is
responsible for enforcement can all read the same ordinance and reach the same
conclusion.

Other sections may be clear but deserve reconsideration because they are too
restrictive for ordinary residential life.

In particular, | would ask Council to:

« clarify the division of responsibility for trees located in public rights-of-way;

o review the five-day junk and junk-vehicle rules;

« add reasonable protection for legitimate restoration, collector, repair, and
personal donor vehicles;

« clarify the distinction between ordinary personal storage or reuse of materials
and an actual junk or salvage condition;

» reconsider the ten-foot chicken setback and whether a smaller setback could
accomplish the same goals;

» and review other property-related ordinances for similar issues before making
enforcement more aggressive.

I am not asking the City to eliminate nuisance rules.




| am asking the City to make sure those rules are clear, reasonable, and focused on
actual problems before adding more enforcement behind them.

Columbus should protect residents from genuine nuisances while also protecting
reasonable use of private property.

These are simply the issues that affect me and that | took the time to research. |
suspect there are other sections of the Municipal Code that deserve the same review.

Thank you for your consideration.

ol Mik—

Joel Moranton

Columbus Resident
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CITY OF COLUMBUS
SPECIAL USE PERMIT QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Event: Pike Ave Market (Farmers Market)
Name of City Park or ROW Requested: Railroad Park and Pike Ave between Pratten St and 4th st

Event Date(s): August 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th and September 3rd 2026

Additional Dates: September 10th, 17th;-and 24th
Set-Up Time: 2:00pm Clean-Up Time: 7:00pm Total Hours: 5 hours

Estimated Number of People Expected: 150

Alcohol: o Yes X No Amplified Noise: X Yes o No
Open Fire: o Yes X No Tents/Canopies: X Yes o No
Inflatables: o Yes X No Portable Toilets: X Yes o No
Event Fee: o Yes X No If yes, what is fee amount:

Contact Information:

Customer or Organization Name: Stiliwater Chamber of Commerce
Contact Name: JO€1 Moranton

adiress: D95 N 9th St, Suite 50 PO Box 783

City: COlumbUS State: MT Zip Code: 59019
Preferred Phone Number: (406) 61 7'2901

Email Address: @dMin @stillwatercountychamber.com

REST OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

City of Columbus
Special Use Permit Questionnaire Page 1 of 3
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Description of Special Event:

Please include whether the special event will occupy all or part of a city park or the width of any
city street, the location of any event areas, and the type of event including any activities planned
(floats, animals, etc.). Please attach any other documentation that may be helpful for the City’s
consideration. If you need additional space, please attach a blank sheet.

gamo g La&,J’T:W

If applicable, proposed route including start and end points (please attach a map):

Describe any recording equipment, sound amplification equipment, banners, signs, or other
attention-getting devices to be used in connection with the special event:

Music via a singer, maybe a band, Vendor signage and event signage.

Street closures/parking restrictions requested, if any:

Pike Ave.

City of Columbus
Special Use Permit Questionnaire Page 2 of 3



The Stillwater County Chamber of Commerce Pike Ave Market is a seasonal community market
held in the Pike Avenue at Railroad park. The market features local farmers, ranchers, artisans,
food producers, nonprofit organizations, and small businesses offering produce, baked goods,
handcrafted items, plants, locally made products, and other goods.

Regular market dates will occupy, Rail-Road Park. Vendor booths will be arranged to maintain
clear pedestrian walkways and required emergency access. Activities throughout the season may
include approved food vendors and food trucks, informational booths, family activities, live
music, demonstrations, and other community activities associated with the market.




(Form Approved 6/5/23)

Please specify if any city equipment or assistance is requested (e.g., traffic control devices,
trash containers, traffic assistance, crowd control, etc.):

We get road close sign from the county like in past years

Please submit on a separate sheet of paper a Traffic Control Plan and include the following:

a. Detailed map showing the route or event area, including street names.
b. Location of all traffic contrel devices and crossing guards (if applicable).

Please specify any necessary arrangements for clean-up after the event:

| always walk the park to find any trash left behind

/Cj/’%/ | DZ// 2Y/2¢&

Applicant’ $Signature

@/«o,’a ndon

Applicant’s Printed Name

. Oyt EOWAQ Dmg Al Ale

Received by (@ity Represcntafﬁ"e)
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CITY OF COLUMBUS
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FORM

Policy: A Special Use Permit is required for persons seeking to make use of city property or rights-
of-way, or both. Special uses may include, but are not limited to, activities such as: art festivals,
fairs, tours, concerts, holiday celebrations, business promotional events, car washes, bicycle races,
runs, parades, marches and processions, motorcades, assemblies, etc. which occur wholly or partial
on City owned and maintained property, such as streets, sidewalks, boulevards, and parks.

Requirements: The following items are required to be completed when submitting a Special Use
Permit Application. A separate application for each special use request must be submitted.
Applications will not be accepted until all items on this list are completed and submitted together.
Requests will be accommodated on an “as available” basis, regardless of prior use.

1. A completed, legible, and signed Special Use Permit Application Form.

2. A completed, legible, and signed Special Use Permit Questionnaire which specifies
exact City property locations and times desired for use.

3. A Certificate of Insurance from your insurance provider which meets the following
requirements:

a. The permit applicant named as the insured party. (If insurance is
obtained through an affiliate organization, then documentation must be
attached to verify the current affiliation)

b. A minimum of $750,000 per claim / $1.5 million per occurrence liability
coverage.

¢. Valid throughout requested dates of use. If your current coverage
expires prior to or during the requested dates of use, please attached
your current Certificate of Liability Insurance coverage. The City will
not follow up to ensure the renewed insurance certificate is received;
this is the sole responsibility of the permit applicant.

d. “City of Columbus” must be listed as an Additional Insured on the
Certificate of Liability Insurance.

4. Return the completed Special Use Permit Application Form, Special Use Permit
Questionnaire, Certificate of Insurance, and any other attachments to the City Clerk
at Columbus City Hall located at 408 East 1st Avenue North, Columbus, MT 59019.
Applications may also be mailed to the City Clerk at P.O. Box 549, Columbus, MT

59019.

City of Columbus
Special Use Permit Application Form Page 1 of 4




(Form Approved 6/5/23)

Terms of Agreement: The Special Use Permit is approved only upon the following terms and
conditions:

In consideration of the covenants expressed herein, the City does hereby grant permission to the
above permit applicant:

1. Time shall be the essence in this agreement, and the time granted shall not be
extended or the occupancy or use of the premises or for the installation or removal of
equipment without the written permission of the City.

2. Applicant agrees to comply with all local, state, and federal laws and regulations
applicable to the use of the City’s property.

3. Applicant agrees that it will not conduct activities with flames, flammable, or
hazardous materials without the prior approval of the Columbus Fire & Rescue and

Public Works Department.

4. Applicant agrees that no advertising or sales pfomotional materials shall be posted or
distributed in or about the City’s property or announced or publicized over any
loudspeaker system without having first obtained the City’s permission.

5. Applicant agrees that cars, trucks, or trailers hauling concessions shall be parked at
the curb or in the parking lots. No merchandise or equipment used to sell concessions
can be stored on City property. Groups selling concessions will be responsible for the
clean-up of litter and debris from concession sales. Failure to comply may result in

loss of permit.

6. If the event or activity involves the sale of food or beverages, or both, then all
applicable health regulations must be adhered to.

7. Applicant agrees that repeated failure to use the City’s property during the days and
times scheduled shall result in rescheduling by the City to achieve an optimum level

of use.

8. Applicant shall not injure, mar, or in any way deface or alter the City’s property
premises without having first obtained the City’s permission.

9. Applicant agrees that it will not use City equipment, tools, or furnishings, located in
or about the City’s property, without first seeking and receiving the City’s approval.

10. Applicant agrees to pay the City for any special maintenance, damage, and repairs
caused to the City’s property or facilities by their event or activity.

11. Applicant understands and agrees that during the term of this Special Use Permit
other events may be held in other parts of the described City property not included in

City of Columbus
Special Use Permit Application Form Page 2 of 4




(Form Approved 6/5/23)

this Special Use Permit, and Applicant shall so conduct its activities so as not to
interfere with other such unrelated activities.

12. Applicant hereby indemnifies and holds the City harmless from any and all loss,
damage or injury to any person or persons or property, arising from any cause or for
any reason whatsoever in or about the described City property; and Applicant further
agrees to waive all claims against the City on account of any loss, damage or injury
from whatever cause which may occur to it its property in the use and occupancy of
said described City property, the giving of this waiver is one of the considerations
upon which this Special Use Permit is granted.

13. Applicant agrees to furnish the City of Columbus a Certificate of Liability Insurance
which shall state that no coverage shall be amended, altered, canceled, or reduced
without giving at least two weeks (14 days) written notice, by the insurance provider,
to the insured and the City of Columbus. The limits of liability coverage for the period
of this Agreement shall be a minimum of $750,000 per claim / $1.5 million per
occurrence and the City of Columbus must be named on the Certificate of Liability
Insurance as a Primary Additional Insured (non-contributory). Said Certificate of
Liability Insurance must be completed with the City at least fourteen (14) calendar
days prior to the starting date of this Agreement, and this Agreement shall not be
signed or put into effect until the Certificate of Liability Insurance has been received
and approved by the City.

a. If the special use will be held on airport property, then the insurance
policy must include an aircraft endorsement. Proof of said endorsement

shall be provided to the City.

b. If the special use involves alcohol sales or consumption, or both, then
the insurance policy must include a liquor liability endorsement. Proof
of said endorsement shall be provided to the City.

14. The undersigned, either as an individual or on behalf of a group or organization,
hereby agrees that this Special Use Permit shall not be used in any manner that would
discriminate against any person or persons based on sex, marital status, age, physical
or mental handicap, race, creed, religion, color, or national origin.

15. Applicant shall not assign or transfer this Special Use Permit, or sublet any portion
thereof, without the City’s prior written consent.

16. Applicant agrees that the City and/or its designated representatives may enter upon
the described City property or facilities at all reasonable times to ensure conformity

with this Special Use Permit.

17. No portable toilets shall be placed within City property without prior approval from
the Public Works Department.

City of Columbus
Special Use Permit Application Form Page 3 of 4
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Review Procedure: Upon receipt of a completed application, the City will review the
application as follows:

1. The City Clerk will distribute the application to the Public Works Department, Fire
Department, Police Department, and City Attorney.

2. Following review by the above departments, the applicant may be contacted by the
City if a meeting is requested to determine whether the application submitted may be
modified to satisfy the City’s liability or use concerns.

3. If necessary, a traffic control plan shall be submitted as part of the application and
approved by the Public Works Department.

a. Barricades, signs, and delineation equipment shall be installed and removed
per the approved traffic control plan.

b. The City reserves the right to change the event route if it is deemed necessary
for safety purposes or to maintain vehicular traffic flow.

c. If traffic control devices are required, the applicant will be responsible for
placing and removing all such devices. The applicant will be responsible for
the replacement cost of any damaged or unreturned City equipment used for
the special use.

4. After the application has been reviewed by the City departments, it will be presented
to City Council at its next regularly scheduled meeting for review and approval.

This Special Use Permit constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties hereto. By

my signature, I hereby acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to the policies and
procedures set forth in this City of Columbus Special Use Permit Application Form.

= a1 o
L57w7/ k K240/ 2¢

Applicant’s Signature Dafe

v—'S_roe*( /yl agra VYJL_O"\

Applicant’s Printed Name

Mapet b 8'&&&@

Received by (Ci@‘ Representative) Date
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CITY OF COLUMBUS

POSITION: Code Enforcement / Zoning Officer

CLASSIFICATION: Full-Time Permanent
DEPARTMENT: Administration

SUMMARY OF WORK: Perform duties related to code enforcement and zoning administration.

ACCOUNTABLE TO: Mayor
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Position requires the ability to communicate orally as well as in writing and maintain accurate records.

Performs code enforcement duties including investigation of complaints, site inspections, and field investigations;
gathers and documents relevant information; analyzes findings in relation to applicable codes and ordinances; and
issues warnings, notices of violation, or other corrective actions as appropriate.

Maintains accurate records, logs, photographs, and reports related to inspection and enforcement activities, tracks
compliance deadlines and follow-up actions.

Responds to zoning and land use inquiries and coordinates with contract planning staff as necessary.

Meets with property owners, tenants, contractors, and other stakeholders to explain code requirements, identify
violations, and work toward voluntary compliance.

Review, approve, issue, or deny zoning and land use permits as applicable in accordance with City ordinances and
regulations.

Performs zoning and land use inspections based on approved plans to ensure compliance with applicable codes and
permit conditions.

Conducts inspections and evaluations of land use activities under applicable municipal codes and regulations.

Research and review legal descriptions, plats, and property ownership records as necessary to support zoning and
land use determinations.

Assists in preparation and administration of public notices and may attend and provide information at public hearings
related to zoning matters, variances, and permits.

Maintains official records of zoning, permitting, and enforcement activities.

Prepares and submits reports to City Council or other City staff as required, deals tactfully and courteously with the
public.

Coordinates with other City departments, contracted professionals, and outside agencies as necessary to address
code enforcement and zoning related matters.

May assist in preparation of documentation for administrative or legal action as required.

Maintains and updates the City’s municipal code and zoning regulations to reflect ordinances, resolutions,
amendments, and other approved changes; coordinates the timely incorporation and publication of adopted changes
and verifies that code and zoning information remains current and accurate.

Applies and enforces City and State parking laws by issuing parking citations.

Performs other duties as assigned.




DESIRED MIN UALIFICATIONS:

Education and Expetrience:
A. Any equivalent combination of education and experience necessary to petform the essential duties of the position.

Necessary Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

1) Knowledge of or ability to learn municipal codes, zoning regulations, and public works operations.
2) Ability to read and interpret ordinances, maps, and basic construction plans.

3) Ability to effectively use Microsoft Office, Calendar, Word, and Excel required.

4) Testify in court, as needed.

5) Ability to communicate orally and in writing.

6) Computer literate with basic computer skills for data entry and ability to learn specific City software in the use of
issuing citations and notifications.

7) Ability to maintain accurate records.
8) Must deal effectively with people of diverse backgrounds.

9) Required to maintain confidentiality of sensitive information.
10) Previous experience in municipal code enforcement and/or building inspection preferred.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

Possess a valid State of Montana driver’s license.

EDUCATION:
High School Diploma or equivalent preferred.

PHYSICAL DEMANDS / WORK ENVIRONMENT:

The physical demands described here are representative of those that must be met by an employee to successfully
perform the essential duties of this job. Reasonable accommodation may be made to enable individuals with

disabilities to perform their essential duties.

With or without reasonable demands:

1) Sufficient clarity of speech and hearing or other communication capabilities to communicate efficiently
2) Sufficient vision or other powers of observation which permits the employee to review a wide range of materials

3) Sufficient manual dexterity which permits the employee to operate vehicles, computers, hand-held devises,
phones, copier/scanners

4) May frequently life up to 10 pounds. May occasionally lift over 25 to 50 pounds.

5) This job includes varied and prolonged periods of walking, sitting, and/or standing and includes long periods of
being outdoors.

SELECTION GUIDELINES:

Formal application, rating of expetience and education; oral interview and reference check; job related tests may be
required.

The duties and functions listed above are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work that may be
performed. The omission of specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if the work is

similar, related or a logical assignment to the position.
The job description does not constitute an employment agreement between the employer and employee and is
subject to change by the employer as the needs of the employer and requirements of the job change.

JOB PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:

Evaluation of this position will be based primarily upon performance of the essential duties and requirements listed
within this job description.




Resolution No. 900-2026
Dated day of September, 2026

The following Resolution was introduced by Councilperson , who moved its adoption.

RESOLUTION NO. 900 - 2026

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A LARGE TAXPAYER RESERVE FUND
FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 7-6-620, MCA, effective fiscal year 2027, a local government large taxpayer
reserve account may be established; and

WHEREAS, money deposited in a local government large taxpayer reserve account must remain in the
account and may not be appropriated until a large taxpayer has permanently ceased operations or
experienced a significant decrease in taxable value; and

WHEREAS, money held in the large taxpayer reserve account may not be considered as cash balance for
the purpose of reducing mill levies; and

WHEREAS, money in the large taxpayer reserve account must be invested and interest and income from
the investment must be credited to the account; and

WHEREAS, when circumstance occurs necessitating the use of the large taxpayer reserve account, the
governing body shall use funds to pay for outstanding capital project bonds or other expenses incurred
prior to the cessation of operations or a significant decrease in taxable value; for up to 10 years, to
decrease mill levies of the county that are directly impacted by cessation of operation, or significant
decrease in taxable value; to attract new industry; to provide cash incentives for expanding the
employment base; or to invest in infrastructure directly related to new development or housing.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the council of the City of Columbus that a large taxpayer reserve

account will be created and 10% of newly taxable revenue from classes of property, other than class
four or property subject to abatement, will be deposited into the large taxpayer reserve account.

DATED this day of September 2026

Joseph Morse |l, Mayor
ATTEST:

Cherrie L McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer
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The following Resolution was introduced by Councilperson , who moved its adoption.

RESOLUTION NO. 901-2026

A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, SETTING THE LEVY IN THE
LIGHTING DISTRICTS NUMBER 38,39,40,41,42,43 AND 44 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026/2027.

WHEREAS, it appears that the following sums of money must be assessed in the Lighting Districts to meet the
requirement with Northwestern Energy Company.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the following assessments in the Lighting Districts No. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42,
43, 44 be as follows:

LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 38 $19,000.00 0.31963775
LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 39 $ 1,500.00 0.34991952
LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 40 $ 1,800.00 0.31635169
LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 41 S 0.00

LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 42 $ 1,300.00 0.25209628
LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 43 $ 1,400.00 0.25330931
LIGHT DISTRICT NO. 44 $ 900.00 0.18617957

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by

and upon being put to a vote,
voted for and
and the RESOLUTION adopted.

DATED this day of

voted against and thereupon the Mayor declared the MOTION passed

Joseph Morse I, Mayor

ATTEST:

Cherrie L McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer




The following Resolution was introduced by Councilperson , who moved its
adoption.

Resolution No. 902-2026

A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBLUS,
MONTANA, ADOPTING THE TAX LEVY FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS
FOR TAX YEAR 2026/2027.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Columbus, Montana, has approved and adopted the final
budget for fiscal year 2026/2027; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-6-4036, MCA, the City Council is required to fix the tax levy for the
city at levels that will balance the budget as provided in Section 7-6-4034, MCA, in the manner provided by
Section 15-10-201, MCA, and subject to Section 15-10-420, MCA.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Columbus, Montana, that a tax
levy of 241.03 mills shall be imposed by the City for tax year 2026/2027 in the General Fund.

The MOTION for the adoption for the foregoing RESOLUTION was seconded by Councilperson

and upon being put to a vote, voted

for; voted against; and thereupon

the Mayor declared the MOTION passed and the RESOLUTION adopted.

DATED THIS __day of September 2026

Joseph Morse 11, Mayor
ATTEST:

Cherrie L McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer
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Section 15-10-420, MCA
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form, line # 2 $ 8,954,574 | S 8,954.574
Subtract: "Total Incremental Value' of all tax increment financing districts (TIF Dlstricts) - [rom
Department of Revenue Certified Yaxable Valuation Infornation form, line #8
(onter as negative) $ -J $ -
Taxable value per mill {after adjustment for removal of TIF per mill tncremental district value)
$ 8,054.574
Subtract; 'Total Value of Newly Taxable Property’ - from Department of Revenue Certifled Taxahle
Valuation Informatfon Torm, lines # 3A, #3B, #3C (enter as negative)
Reserve (Yes or No) Yes
Class 4 Newly Taxable-from Department of Revenue Certitied ‘Taxable Valuation Information
form, lino # A (enter as nagative) S {149,946} $ (112.460)
All Other Newly Taxable-from Dapartrent of Revenue Certlfled Taxable Valuation Information
form, line #3B (enter as negative) $ (5.950)| § (2.975)
Abated Newly Taxable-from Department of Revenue Certlfled Taxable Valuation Inforiviation
form, lIne #3C (enter as negative) 1S = ] .
Total Newly Taxable Per Mill 3 (115.435)
Subtract: ‘Taxable Value of Net and Gross Proceeds, (Class 1 & Z properties)’ - from Department
of Revenue Cerified Taxable Valuation Information form, line # 5
(enter as negative) $ {925.794)| § (925.794)
Adjustad Taxable vaiue per mlil s 7.913.348
,913.
CURRENT YEAR calculated mill levy s 241.033
CURRENT YEAR calculated ad valorem (ax revenue s 2158,345
CURRENT YEAR AUTHORIZED LEVY/ASSESSMENT
Enter total numbsr of carry forward milis from prior yesr (from Prior Year's form Line 22) % T
0. :
Total current year authorized mill levy, including Prior Years' carry forward mills | 241.03
Total current year authorized ad valorem tax revenue assessment $ 2,168,321
CURRENT YEAR ACTUALLY LEVIED/ASSESSED
Enter number of mills actually levied in current year. This number should match either:
- The total non-voted mills, or
- A voted mill that was converted in FY2026 to the 15-10-420 formula.
Indicate the name of the voted mill in the title of this form. The milis will include the number of
carry forward mills actually imposed per the final approved current year budget document.
Do Not include permissive mills imposed in the current year. 241.03 241.03
Total ad valorem tax revenue actually assessed in current year s 2158,321
RECAPITULATION OF ACTUAL:
Ad valorem tax revenue actually assessed $ 1,907,354
¥ ¥
Ad valorem tax revenue actuaily assessed for newly taxable property $ 27,823
Ad valorem tax revenue actually assessed for Class 1 & 2 properties (net-gross proceeds) $ 223,144
Total ad valorem tax revenue actually assessed in current year $ 2,158,321
Ad valorem tax revenue for large taxpayer reserve account 143
Total carry forward mills that may be levied ina subsequent year
(Number should be equal to or greater than zero. A (negative) number indicates an over levy.) 0.00




MONTANA
2026 Certified Taxable Valuation Information s ';e’\\fz;;
MR (15-10-202, MCA)
REVENUE Stillwater County
CITY OF COLUMBUS
Certified values are now available online at property.mt.gov/cov
1. 2026 Total Market VAlUBL........ccoiiiviiiiereireserisessmessssissss s sssssssassssss s s s ssensas sassssasins S 492,371,544
2. 2026 Total TaXabhle VAlUEZ.....oviceireeeiresreeeeeeeeesesissbast s eassne s s s s asa s s S 8,954,574
3. 2026 Taxable Value of Newly Taxable Property.......co o, S 155,896
3A. Class 4 NEWIY TaXabl@...vv.ieerrrriiiisimssesisisise et s S 149,946
3B. All Other Classes NeWlY TaxXable. ..o S 5,950
3C. Abated Property Newly Taxable ..., S -
4. 2026 Taxable Value less Incremental Taxable ValUe......c.vovimnmeiniinnessssiensssiann S 8,954,574
5. 2026 Taxable Value of Net and Gross Proceeds*
(C1ass 1 ANA CIASS 2).vrvvmeecrrumiisiinsisessssresssss st st e S 925,794

6. TIF Districts
<No applicable TIF data.>

Date 8/3/2026

Preparer Kaleb Mac Millan

IMarket value does not include class 1 and class 2 value

2Taxable value is calculated after abatements have been applied

3This value is the taxable value less total incremental value of all tax increment financing districts
4The taxable value of class 1 and class 2 is included in the taxable value totals

For Information Purposes Only

2026 taxable value of centrally assessed property having a market value of $1 million or more, which has

transferred to a different ownership in compliance with 15-10-202(2), MCA.

I. Value Included in "newly taxable" property S

Il. Total value exclusive of "newly taxable" property S

Note

Special district resolutions must be delivered to the department by the first Thursday after the first Tuesday in

September, 9/3/2026,0r within 30 calendar days after the date on this form 7-11-1025(8), MCA.

The county clerk and recorder must provide mill levies for each taxing jurisdiction to the departmentby the

second Monday in September, 9/13/2026, or within 30 calendar days after the date on this form

15-10-305(1)(a), MCA.




Resolution No. 903-2026

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Sections 7-6-4030 MCA, the Council for the City of Columbus, Montana, held
a public hearing on the preliminary budget on August 17, 2026, for fiscal year 2026-2027, as required by law.

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by this Council pursuant to 7-6-4030, MCA that the
budget be approved and adopted, and that warrants be issued in accordance with laws appertaining thereto.

IT IS HEREBY MOVED, SECONDED, AND CARRIED by the Council that the resolution be
adopted for fiscal year 2026-2027 and:

WHEREAS, the above resolution adopting the budget was passed by the Council; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to MCA, which provides for the fixing of various tax levies to raise funds
sufficient to meet said expenditures authorized in the budget; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Revenue is required to certify to the Stillwater County Commissioners
the value of a mill for each taxing jurisdiction in the County under MCA; and whereas, the Department of
Revenue has provided Stillwater County with a certified value of a mill of $8,954.57 in each taxing jurisdiction

in Stillwater County.

WHEREAS, SB332 of the 2023 Legislative Session requires a governing body intending to increase
property taxes (including an increased authorized under Section 15-10-420(1), MCA) to include the amount by
which property taxes will increase for homes valued at $100,000, $300,000, and $600,000, the City hereby
provides notice that passage of the proposed budget will increase property taxes for homes valued at $100,000,
$300,000, and $600,000 at ($133.61), ($400.82), and ($642.57) respectively. However, the reason for set
increase/decrease is due to the state property valuations.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the preliminary City budget as presented on September
2, 2025, is hereby adopted as the final budget subject to the conditions as set forth therein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Columbus that the levies as detailed in
Resolution #903-2026 be fixed and adopted for fiscal year 2026-2027, based on the value of a mill of
$8,954.57.

Dated this 8th day of September 2026.

Approved as to form and content:

Mayor Joseph Morse 11 Attest: Cherrie L. McAlexander/Clerk-Treasurer




Determination of Proposed Property Tax Increase

Section 7-6-4020 & Section 7-6-4030, MCA

Aggregate of all Funds/or Fund
FYE June 30, 2026

Enter amounts in yellow cells
FY2026 Increase(decrease) in property taxes § (133.61) $  (400.82) $  (842.57)

{Increase(decrease) In Calculated Total Propérty tax(line 7) from Calculated Total
Property tax(line 13)

FY2026 Calculation

Current Market Value $100,000.00 $ 300,000.00 $ 600,000.00
Taxable Rate: varlable rate of Current Market Value(HB231, SB542) $ 760.00 $ 2. 280.00 4 5]220_00
Taxable Value Per Mill (1/1000th) $ 0.76 $ 2.28 % 5.22
Total Levy In Mills(Line 11 on the MIll levy Calculation Form) 241.03 $ 241,03 $ 241.03
Calculated Total Property Tax $ 183.18 s 549.55 s 1 ’253'1 B
FY2025 Calculation

Current Market Value $ 100,000.00 $ 300,000.00 $ 600,000.00
Taxable Rate: 1.35% of Current Market Value $ 1 ’350_0 0 $ 4’050_00 $ 8,1 00.00
Taxable Value Per MIll {1/1000th) $ 1.35 $ 4.05 $ 8.10
Totat Levy In Mills{LIne 11 on the MIll levy Calculation Form) 234 66 $ 234.66 $ 234.66
Salclisa Toml Bropertyiax $  316.79 $ 95037 $ 1,900.75




CITY OF COLUMBUS
POSITION DESCRIPTION

POSITION: UTILITY CLERK

DEPARTMENT: FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATIONS/UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

ACCOUNTABLE TO: CLERK/TREASURER

SUMMARY OF WORK: OPENS AND CLOSES CITY HALL; GREETS THE PUBLIC; ANSWERS ALL INCOMING
PHONE CALLS; ASSISTS CUSTOMERS; SELLS LICENSES AND COLLECTS FEES. IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
PREPARATION, COLLECTION, AND RECORDING OF MONTHLY UTILITY BILLINGS FOR WATER, SEWER, AND

GARBAGE.
JOB CHARACTERISTICS:

NATURE OF WORK: THIS POSITION PERFORMS BOOKKEEPING AND CLERICAL DUTIES REQUIRING
ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS OF ACCURACY, DETAIL, TIMELINESS, AND FIDUCIARY TRUST. MAINTAINS
CONFIDENTIALITY OF SENSITIVE INFORMATION. POSITION MUST BE ABLE TO WORK WITH FREQUENT
INTERRUPTIONS AND DEAL WITH IRATE CUSTOMERS.

PERSONAL CONTACTS: DAILY CONTACT WITH THE PUBLIC AND CITY EMPLOYEES.

SUPERVISION RECEIVED: WORKS UNDER GENERAL SUPERVISION OF THE CLERK/TREASURER; POSITION
MAINLY WORKS INDEPENDENTLY.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: POSITION REQUIRES ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE ORALLY AND IN WRITING;
CALCULATE CHARGES; DO BOOKKEEPING; PREPARE BILLINGS; PREPARE WORK ORDERS; RECORD AND
SECURE DOCUMENTS; MAINTAIN RECORDS AND FILES; OPERATE A COMPUTER AND A VARIETY OF
SOFTWARE PROGRAMS; OPERATE OTHER OFFICE MACHINES.

AREAS OF JOB ACCOUNTABILITY AND PERFORMANCE:

DEALS WITH THE PUBLIC IN A FRIENDLY AND COURTEOUS MANNER. ANSWER THE PHONE AND DEALS
WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO COME INTO CITY HALL DURING BUSINESS HOURS.

RESPONSIBLE FOR MONTHLY UTILITY BILLING INCLUDING CALCULATING READINGS, CUSTOMER
HISTORY, AND ACCOUNTING; PREPARES BILLINGS FOR WATER, SEWER, AND GARBAGE CHARGES;
ENTERS READINGS AND PAYMENTS; PRINTS MONTHLY BILLS. CALCULATES RATE CHANGES FOR EACH
UTILITY AND MAILS REQUIRED INFORMATION TO EACH CUSTOMER.

RECEIVES, RECORDS, AND DEPOSITS WATER, SEWER, AND GARBAGE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE. PREPARES
WORK ORDERS FOR WATER, SEWER, OR GARBAGE STARTS, STOPS, OR CHANGES.




PREPARES WORK ORDERS FOR CEMETERY OPENING AND CLOSINGS; RECORDS DEATH/BURIAL
INFORMATION IN CEMETERY BOOK; SELLS CEMETERY PLOTS, RECORDS SEXTON FEES, AND FILLS OUT

RECORDS DEEDS.

ISSUES STREET CUT PERMITS AND WATER WELL PERMITS, CALCULATES AND RECEIVES PAYMENT OF
FEES, AIDS IN KEEPING OFFICIAL RECORRDS.

WRITE RECEIPTS FOR DOG LICENSES, ANIMAL ADOPTIONS, BULK WATER SALES, STREET CUT PERMITS,
LEASE PAYMENTS, ETC.

DURING SUMMER, VERIFIES POOL REVENUE DEPOSITS AND REPORTS DIFFERENCES TO THE HEAD
LIFEGUARD. POST ALL ADVERTISMENTS FOR THE POOL, SET POOL CALENDER FOR THE SEASON WITH
HELP FROM POOL MANAGERS, SET UP BINDERS FOR POOL MANAGERS AND SELL POOL PASSES.

TAKES COURT PAYMENTS WHEN COURT CLERK IS NOT IN THE OFFICE.
“CLEANS” VAULT USING A CURRENT RECORD RETENTION SCHEDULE.

BALANCES CASH DRAWER DAILY.

KEEPS UP TO DATE ON ALL REQUIRED PERMITS, APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS, AND REQUESTS FOR
PERMITS AND VARIANCES IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS.

FILLS IN FOR THE CLERK/TREASURER’S ABSENCE. PROCESSING PAYROLL, ATTENDING COUNCIL
MEETINGS, PREPARING MINUTES AND ALL OTHER COUNCIL MEETING DUTIES.

PERFORMS OTHER RELATED DUTIES AS REQUIRED.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:

KNOWLEDGE: THIS POSITION REQUIRES A KNOWLEDGE OF BOOKKEEPING; BASIC BARS
ACCOUNTING; KNOWLEDGE OF RECORD RETENTION PRINCIPLES; MATHEMATICAL CALCULATIONS,
BASIC FILING; BASIC COMPUTER OPERATION; AND USE OF MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED.

SKILLS: THIS POSITION REQUIRES SKILLS IN PREPARING AND HANDLING FINANCIAL TRANSACTION;
SKILLS IN OPERATION OF A COMPUTER, CALCULATOR, AND OTHER OFFICE MACHINES.

ABILITIES: THIS POSITION REQUIRES THE ABILITY TO: PERFORM DETAILED CLERICAL AND BOOKKEEPING
WORK; WORK WELL WITH MINIMAL SUPERVISION; WORK WELL WITH FREQUENT INTERRUPTIONS;
DEAL WITH STRESSFUL SITUATIONS; MAINTAIN CONFIDENTIALITY, COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY ORALLY
AND IN WRITING; FOLLOW VERBAL AND WRITTEN INSTUCTIONS; ESTABLISH EFFECTIVE WORKING
RELATIONSHIPSS WITH FELLOW EMPLOYEES, SUPERVISORS, AND THE PUBLIC.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:

THE ABOVE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES ARE TYPICALLY ACQUIRED THROUGH A COMBINATION
OF EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE EQUIVALENT TO:
B --A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA.




B --TWO YEARS EXPERIENCE IN AN OFFICE SETTING WITH BOOKKEEPING AND COMPUTER
OPERATIONS REQUIRED.

W --EXPERIENCE DEALING WITH THE PUBLIC HELPFUL.

E -- MUST BE BONDABLE.

B --MUST BE A NOTARY OR BECOME ONE IN THE FIRST 6 MONTHS OF EMPLOYMENT.

JOB PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:

EVALUATION OF THIS POSITION WILL BE BASED PRIMARILY UPON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE
PRECEEDING REQUIREMENTS AND DUTIES. EXAMPLES OF JOB PERFORMANCE CRITERIA INCLUDE, BUT
ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:

--PERFORMS ASSIGNED DUTIES.

-- ACCURATELY RECEIVES AND RECEIPTS ALL MONEYS THAT COME TO THE CITY.

--KEEPS AN ACCURATE RECORD OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE CITY.
--ACCURATELY DOES CALCULATIONS, BILLINGS, COLLECTION AND RECORD KEEPING FOR PUBLIC WORKS
SERVICES.

--ACCURATELY PREPARES WORK ORDERS FOR WATER, SEWER, OR GARBAGE STARTS, STOPS OR
CHANGES.

-- CAPABLY PERFORMS ANY DUTY OF THE CLERK/TREASURER AS NEEDED.

--CAPABLY PERFORMS DUTIES OF ASSISTANT COURT CLERK.

-- MAINTAINS CONFIDENTILITY OF SENSITIVE INFORMATION.

--PREPARES AND SUBMITS ACCURATE AND TIMELY REPORTS.

--DEALS TACTFULLY AND COURTEQUSLY WITH THE PUBLIC.

--OBSERVES WORK HOURS.

--DEMONSTRATES PUNCTUALITY.

-- ESTABLISHES AND MAINTAINS EFFECTIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH FELLOW EMPLOYEES,
SUPERVISORS AND THE PUBLIC.



Utility Clerk
The City of Columbus is seeking a Utility Clerk. The Utility Clerk is a key member of City Hall and serves
as an important point of contact between the city and the community. The Utility Clerk performs a
variety of customer service, bookkeeping, financial, and administrative duties.
Starting wage $20.00-$22.00/hr DOE — flexible 32hr work week
Full Benefits (employer paid), retirement, vacation, and sick leave
Please submit a resume and application to: Clerk-Treasurer
408 E 1% Ave. N., Columbus MT 59019
clerk@townofcolumbs.com
Full Job Description and application available at
Townofcolumbus.com
Questions call 406-322-5313
Position open until filled




User Agreement
Granite Peak Fall Ball
Agreement

This Agreement is established to provide guidelines for the use of the City of Columbus’s Granite Peak Park Athletic Field
by Granite Peak Little League (hereafter “ GPLL”)

This Agreement is made and entered into this day of , 2026, by and between the GPLL and the City
of Columbus (hereafter “City”)

RECITALS

The City owns the real property known as Granite Peak Park.
The City and GPLL both desire to formalize this agreement pertaining to the GPLL’s use of Mandeville Field at Granite

Peak Park.

WHEREAS, The GPLL desires to use the City’s Granite Peak Mandeville Field for the purpose of Baseball; and
WHEREAS, the City deems it to be in the public interest to promote such activity in its park system under the rules and

regulations and conditions as hereinafter set forth.
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties do hereby covenant and agree as follows:

TERM
The term of this Agreement shall be for the baseball season of September 7th through October 15" of 2026. The GPLL
shall have the nonexclusive use of the field for the duration of the season only.

COVENANTS OF AGREEMENT
The GPLL do hereby covenant and agree with the City that the GPLL shall:

1. Use and occupy said facilities in a careful and proper manner and not commit any waste therein.

2. Not use or occupy said facilities for any unlawful purpose; and conform to and obey all present and future
laws and ordinances, and all rules and regulations of all governmental authorities or agencies respecting the
use and occupation of the facilities.

3. Not use or occupy said facilities, or permit the same to be used or occupied for any purpose except the
practice and playing of baseball.

4, GPLL shall maintain repair and replace all the baseball-related improvements, including fences, backstop,
dugouts, pitcher’s mound, home plate and base anchors within the facility. Any storage of clay, top soil or
other materials needed for the infield maintenance shall be the responsibility of the GPLL and shall be stored
in designated areas.

5. Reasonably coordinate use of the field areas with all other contracted users.

6. During the term of this agreement, make no substantial alterations, repairs or additions in or to said facilities
without prior express written consent of the Public Works Director of the City of Columbus. Coordination and
approval must be obtained before any alterations, repairs or additions are started. It is understood that
any/all improvements to the facilities become the sole property of the City.

7. Utilize the parking lot areas of the Granite Peak Park Athletic Field. No vehicles or setups are allowed on the
turf areas without express written consent of the Public Works Director.

8. Indemnify, defend, and save the City, its officers, employees and agents, harmless from and against any
claims, loss damage, and liability including costs and attorney fees, occasioned by growing out of, arising or
resulting in the GPLL's use of the City’s Granite Peak Park for any purpose or from any default hereunder, or
any tortious or negligent act on the part of the GPLL, their agents, volunteers or employees, and for such
purpose shall procure and maintain in full force and effect during the term of this agreement insurance in a
reliable company or companies with a minimum policy limit of $750,000.00 for each claim and 1.5 million for
each occurrence, including bodily injury. The City shall be named as an additional insured party and loss payee
on the policy to be evidenced by a certificate of insurance.




9. The City reserves the right to special event the use of the facilities during non-scheduled practiced and games
during the season timeframe. Coordination will be sought by the Public Works Director through a GPLL
sponsor in writing if a special event is planned.

10. Leave the facilities at the expiration of each practice and or game in as good condition as received. Reasonable
wear and tear may be accepted. Includes clean up of trash around concession stand areas, field area, dugouts,
spectator viewing stands, parking lot and fence lines.

11. A GPLL sponsor shall provide upon request to the Public Works Director a checklist of safety protocol
administered at the time of each facility use. Said checklist shall include time and date of inspection, detail of
inspection of each field used, equipment both attached and not attached. Any unsafe situation shall be
immediately addressed and documented. If an unsafe field condition exists a GPLL sponsor shall be
responsible for discontinuing activities and repairing said unsafe condition prior to use and contacting the
Public Works Director as soon as possible with a report of the repair and any follow up maintenance that may
be necessary.

MUTUAL COVENANTS
It is mutually agreed by and between the City and the GPLL that:

1. The GPLL shall not be required to pay a damage/cleanup deposit. The sprinklers around the infields will be the
leagues responsibility if the damage was caused by infield dragging. In the event of sprinkler damage a GPLL
sponsor shall notify the Public Works Director and coordinate repair.

2. GPLL shall have limited access to the concession stand facility solely for the purpose of operating field lighting,
scoreboards, or related electrical controls serving Granite Peak Park ball fields. Such access shall not include use
of concession equipment, storage areas, or food preparation areas. GPLL shall be responsible for securing the
facility after use and shall be liable for any damage caused during its access beyond normal wear and tear. GPLL
acknowledges that such access does not constitute shared use of the Facility for concession purposes.

3. This Agreement and all the covenants and provisions herein contained shall not be assignable.

4. The City expressly agrees that it shall be responsible to faithfully and adequately perform, at the City’s expense,
the following;

a) Regular mowing and trimming of fields,

b) Fertilizing and weed control of all park property including parking lots.

¢} Irrigation and sprinkler system of grass areas.

d) Trash receptacles and trash service to empty said trash receptacles and dumpsters

e) Portable toilets and service to said toilets for the summer season.

f)  Utility Costs for Granite Peak Park.

g) Insurance for structures, including dugout structures, storage facilities and concession building.

5. The GPLL may not enter into any third-party contracts or agreements that include any use of City property for

any purpose.

6. The Public Works Director shall maintain a master set of keys to all buildings within the Granite Peak Park

facility. A written list of names of key holders shall be provided to the Public Works Director.

7. The Public Works Director is the final authority over field and facilities use. The Public Works Director and

representative of the GPLL shall conduct a pre and post season inspection of the fields and facilities at a time
directed by the Public Works Director.

Signed and agreed to this day of , 2026

City of Columbus

By: Joseph Morse 11, Mayor Attest:

By: Cherrie McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer

Granite Peak Little League




