MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD September 8, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse began the

COUNCIL

PRESENT meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick

OFFICERS White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes. Staff members
present were City Judge Lee Cornell, Chief of Police Aaron Uecker, Public Works

PRESENT Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis (via zoom), and Clerk-
Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON Pam Aumueller, Drea Obert, Ted Stough and Joe! Morantan

PUBLIC HEARING The Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget that was open from August 1,74
was closed. There was no public comment,

MINUTES The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the

APPROVED August 17, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault,
Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 2™ half of August was presented to the Council. Danen
Johannes made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Joel Moranton with the Stillwater Chamber of Commerce discussed a proposed

PRESENTATION OF

PETITIONS AND RC Rock Crawler Recreation Area. Dennis stated that there might be an

COMMUNICATIONS terz]astiri\:snt situation in that area. Tim stated that this would have zero impact on

FIRE DISTRICT The Columbus Fire District #3 Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a
report.

ROLICE The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC WORKS The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Kelly asked about
the signs that are being posted for the fiber optics in town. Tim stated that he
had concerns. Peyton explained the situation. There was discussion on the price
and installation problems.

ATTORNEY The City Attorney was present and provided a report.

CLERK-TREASURER

CITY JUDGE

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.

The City Judge was present and provided a report.

DISCLOSURE OF
CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST AND EX
PARTE

Dennis stated that he spoke with Rick about the new city position for Code
Enforcement/Zoning Officer.

COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC COMMENT ON Joel stated that he submitted a 7-page comment about the Code
CURRENT AGENDA Enforcement/Zoning Officer position. He offered to answer any questions that
ITEMS: the council had. The council stated that Joel did a good job and that his

comments were very informative.
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COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED NONE

BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS Approval of Special Use Permit to extend the Pike Ave Farmers Market for an

additional three Thursdays until September 24th, 2026. Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the permit, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for vote, Danen
Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes.
Motion passed.

Approval of Job Description for new city position - Code Enforcement/Zoning
Officer. There was some discussion. Tim Mayo made a motion to table the
agenda item, seconded by Kelly Ault. Dennis stated that in this format he
would never support it and if it comes up again, he will have the same answer.
Rick stated that he agrees with Dennis. Danen stated that he feels we need
more enforcement of our codes but $80,000 for full-time position was not what
he had in mind. Kelly asked if someone called in a complaint who currently
enforces that. Aaron stated that it all depends, A lot of the city’s current
policies are written where we can’t go out and write tickets on certain things.
Aaron stated that the way city policy is written they (police department) are
not supposed to enforce that stuff. Aaron stated that everyone on the council
has wanted this position, they just don’t know it. Danen has constantly
brought up code stuff and others have brought up parking stuff, public
nuisances, and the buildings downtown. This is all stuff this position would
handle. Aaron stated part-time or full-time this is absolutely something the city
needs. The mayor stated that this position is not going to be so much about
enforcement but more about bringing awareness to the community of what the
codes say. This position would be proactive in educating the community on
what the regulations are instead of writing tickets. Dennis stated that the city
use to have this type of position on a part-time basis. There was discussion on
ordinances, regulations and zoning. Peyton stated that one of the things this
position would do is review all the city ordinances and bring to the council
things that need to be updated. A lot of our ordinances are very outdated. The
mayor mentioned one of the reasons this came up was because we needed to
get something in the budget to support this position if it was approved. Ryan
asked the mayor if there was a motion to approve the job description and then
a second before the discussion started. The mayor stated no, there was only a
motion to table the agenda item. Ryan stated there must be a motion to
approve before you can table. The mayor stated that the motion to table is
voided so we are back to the beginning. There was no motion, so the agenda
item died.

Approval of Resolution 900-2026 Establishing a Large Taxpayer Reserve Fund.
Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Dennis
Holten. Tim asked for some clarification of what this fund is for. Cherrie gave
an explanation. Roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly
Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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Approval of Resolution 901-2026 Setting the Levy for the City’s Light Districts.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis
Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 902-2026 Adopting the Tax Levy for Tax Year 2026-27.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Tim
Mayo; roli call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 903-2026 Adopting a Budget for Tax Year 2026-27.
Dennis made a motion to approve the budget with removing the $80,000 that
was budgeted for the code enforcement/zoning officer, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Utility Clerk Job Description and Announcement. Kelly Ault
made a motion to approve the description and announcement, seconded by
Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis
Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of User agreement for Fall Ball at Granite Peak Park. Dennis Holten
made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for
vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all
yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Joel stated that a company named Next Era is wanting to give the county and
city some funding for projects. Joel mentioned a flagpole at the veteran’s sign.
There was some discussion on other projects that Next Era could help fund. Kelly
suggested a Gazebo at Heritage Park. Tim asked about the new well cover at
Heritage Park. He was approached about painting it to look like a minion. Peyton
said that the cover is vandalism proof and he is not sure if paint would stick.
Kelly asked about the letter that was sent out on the new meter project and
estimate dates and times. Peyton explained. Kelly asked about the project that
was going on in front of the mural by city hall and if the city was helping fund
that project. Cherrie replied no, the information that she provided was just FYI.
Kelly asked for some clarification on the grant for the Downtown Revitalization
project. Cherrie explained.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:08 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.

o

JOBEP ORSE Il, MAYOR
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CHERRIE L MCALE%NDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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