MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 17, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse started the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes.
Staff members present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City
Attorney Ryan Addis (via zoom), and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Pam Aumueller, Drea Obert, Belle Demeny, Pat Bruce, Debbie Jacobs, Joel
Moranton and two others that did not sign in

PUBLIC HEARING

The mayor opened the Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget. There was no
public comment. The mayor announced that the hearing will stay open until
September 8, 2026, and any comments can be made to the city clerk or at the

next council meeting.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
August 3, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Cole Waltner abstained.
Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of August 2026 was presented to the Council.
Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1 half of August was presented to the Council. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Kelly
Ault; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten and Rick White all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

NONE

FIRE DISTRICT

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE
CLERK-TREASURER

The Fire District Chief was not present and did not provide a report,

The Police Chief was not present and did not provide a report,

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton discussed
the issues with the painted parking on Pike Ave and Pratten Street. Peyton
mentioned going to parallel parking spaces between Yellowstone Bank and
NAPA. Dennis stated that had been done in the past and didn’t work. Peyton
talked about the pump issues at the well project and the need for a new pool
chair lift when the current one breaks.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of the Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 26/27. Dennis Holten made
a motion to approve the budget, seconded by Rick White: roll call for vote,
Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen
Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval to allow Judy Martin and Sherry Gossett to make 4 equal payments
for their sewer system development fees of $2,946.48. Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the payments, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Pool Renovation Bid Documents and Timeline. Tim Mayo made a
motion to approve the bid documents and timeline, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Motion passed.

AIRPORT
Approval of final grant close out for the Pavement Maintenance Project - total

amount $189,356.15. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the close out,
seconded by Cole Waltner; Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Kelly asked Peyton if he had got her message about water meters. Peyton said
yes and explained the situation with the water meters. Dennis agreed with
Peyton on the water usage and meter situation. Kelly asked about the firewood
situation at Itch-Kep-Pe Park. Peyton explained. Danen stated that he had three
people approach him about code violations. Danen went into detail about the
complaints he received. Peyton mentioned the job description that he brought
to the council about 5 months ago for a city code enforcement and zoning officer
position. Peyton explained the position and the benefit of this position for the
city. Danen mentioned that the animal control officer used to do a lot of code
enforcement in the past. Danen stated that the lack of code enforcement in the
town is a definite concern for the citizens. There was discussion on the code
enforcement situation in town. Danen mentioned that citizens are wanting to be
able to report violations anonymously due to fear of retaliation. Dennis, Tim and
the mayor all stated that this is why we need a code enforcement officer. Ryan
explained the reason why the complaints cannot be anonymous. Cole asked if
the council wants to revisit that job description for a code enforcement officer
slash animal control, parking and zoning. Council and staff discussed. Council
decided that they would like to give the animal control officer a full-time position
instead of part-time and add code enforcement and zoning to the job
description. Cherrie asked what if the animal control officer does not want to
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become full-time and take on more responsibilities. Dennis and Cole both stated
that she needs to be asked and we can go from there. 4 people made comments
on their water bills. All do not feel that they were charged correctly for their
water usage. There were over 18 minutes of public comment and discussion on
the issue. It was decided by council that the 4 people could come to city hall,
and Cherrie would get their information and prepare a payment plan to be
presented for approval at the next council meeting.

ADJOURNMENT Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:19 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.

A

F(E MORSE I, MAYOR
YN,

\LEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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