IN THE CITY COURT OF COLUMBUS, STATE OF MONTANA

ORDER REGARDING POLICY AND TIMELINES FOR ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES
FOLLOWING REMOTE APPEARANCES

I. PURPOSE

This order is established to ensure the efficient administration of justice, maintain complete and
accurate court records, and ensure timely compliance with Court orders when defendants or
counsel are permitted to appear remotely via Zoom or other video-conferencing technology.

II. MANDATORY TIMELINE FOR DOCUMENT EXECUTION

e Immediate Execution Required: Any defendant, counsel, or party permitted to appear
remotely who is required to execute a court document—including but not limited to
Initial Appearances, Release Orders, Sentencing Orders, or Rights Waivers — must sign
and return the document(s) to the Court within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion
of the remote hearing.

e Clerk Transmission: The Court Clerk shall transmit the document(s) via the defendant’s
verified email address immediately following the hearing.

III. CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE

If an electronically transmitted document is not signed and returned to the Court within the
mandatory 24-hour window, the Court may take any or all of the following actions without
further notice:

e Order to Appear in Person: The Court will vacate any upcoming remote
accommodations and order the defendant to appear in person at the next hearing.

o Order to Show Cause: The Court may schedule a mandatory, in-person Show Cause
hearing requiring the defendant to explain why they should not be held in Contempt of
Court.

IV. PERSONS APPEARING VIA ZOOM SHALL:

e Be responsible for a strong internet connection.

e Be comfortable with technology.

¢ Attend the hearing in a quiet location with no distractions.
e Use a device with working audio and video.

¢ Set your display name to your full legal first and last name.

e Abide by general courtroom etiquette such as: no hats, no sunglasses, dressed nicely,
arrive early, etc.



V. ADMINISTRATIVE ADVANCE NOTICE

The Court Clerk shall provide a copy of this order along with the Zoom access credentials to all
parties granted permission to appear remotely. By connecting to the Court’s remote hearing
session, the participant acknowledges their obligation to comply with this order.

"
IT IS SO ORDERED this 29 day of @W/ , 2026.
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/CITY COURT JUDGE/




