MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD AUGUST 3, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse began the

COUNCIL

PRESENT meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick

OFFICERS White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes. Staff members
present were City Judge Lee Cornell, Chief of Police Aaron Uecker, Public Works

PRESENT Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer
Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON Pam Aumueller, Drea Obert, Sarah Detus and Joel Morantan

PUBLIC HEARING NONE

MINUTES The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the

APPROVED July 20, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS | The claims list for the 2" half of July was presented to the Council. Dennis
Holten made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Danen
Johannes. Danen stated that some of the receipts for the credit card bill did not
show what was actually purchased. Danen requested that the receipts give a
description of what was purchased. Danen also encouraged the staff to purchase
as many things as possible locally and not on Amazon. Roll call for vote, Danen
Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes.
Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF NONE

PETITIONS AND

COMMUNICATIONS

FIRE DISTRICT The Columbus Fire District #3 Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a
report.

ROLIGE The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC WORKS The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton discussed

the issues with the parking lines that were done incorrectly. Kelly asked about
the fiber optics being installed in town. Peyton explained some of the issues and
how things are getting corrected. Kelly asked about the pool. Peyton stated that
he is hoping in the next few weeks the project will be going out for bid. Dennis
asked about the location of properties in Peyton’s reports that were annexed in.
Peyton gave names of the properties in question. Dennis asked Peyton about
the wording in the annexation plan about hooking up to the city sewer. Peyton
said he had looked at the documents. Dennis stated that the plan was not to
annex these people into the city and then give them a violation for having a
septic system. Dennis said the idea was to let them hook up to the city sewer
when they were able to. Dennis said he didn't think that the city needed to send
them a violation. Peyton said it has been 7 years since the annexation, and both
parties knew of the situation. Peyton stated that he has spoken to both parties.
Dennis stated that this is a situation where we worked with them, we annexed
them, we put in sewer mains, put some money aside to do that and they were
supposed to pay back. Dennis said they were not in violation of anything. Peyton
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said they were in violation, Dennis then stated that they are in violation. Dennis
said we annexed them knowing they had septic systems, so we were in violation
for annexing them. Dennis stated that this is what happens when you haven't
lived here forever and you don't know the history of certain things. Dennis said
he doesn't like giving out violations to them when we were working with them
in the past. Dennis said he would be in favor of a payment plan. Peyton said
that he understands, but the sewer has been in for 20 years and the properties
never hooked to it and 7 years ago they were annexed and never hooked up.
It’s a violation to have a septic system in city limits and it has been since the
60’s, so let’s get it over with. Dennis stated that we got to work with them.

ATTORNEY The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
CITY JUDGE
The City Judge was present and provided a report.
CLERK-TREASURER The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:
DISCLOSURE OF NONE
CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST AND EX
PARTE
COMMUNICATION
COMMITTEE NONE
REPORTS-
UNFINISHED NONE
BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS Approval of quote from Systems Technology in the amount of $8,277.00 for

new computers for the Police and Public Works Departments. Dennis Holten
made a motion to approve the quote, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote,
Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for Rope Rescue Operations Training for
Stillwater County Search and Rescue on September 11-14 and September 24-
27. This permit was approved previously, but the dates have changed. Rick
White made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call
for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White,
all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for the Columbus Highschool Homecoming
Parade on October 9. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the permit,
seconded by Danen Johannes; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for K9 Detection Trial on September 26-27.
Kelly Ault made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Rick White; roll
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call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of change to the Special Use Permit for the Drivin for a Cure Car
Show on August 15, 2026. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the
permit, seconded Kelly Ault; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Rick asked about roosters in town. Ryan said that city ordinance does not allow
for roosters in city limits. Cherrie said to call dispatch, and they will get animal
control to handle the situation. Dennis asked if there was a way that the mayor
could handle all the pool stuff instead of running it through the council to speed
things up. Ryan explained that council has to approve the bid documents along
with the notice of award for the project. Kelly asked if we were still taking
comments on the pool as for the grassy area and fencing. Peyton explained that
everything is set now and all changes have been given to engineers to move
forward with the bid documents and he is hoping that there will be bid
documents for approval at the next council meeting. Joel asked about the splash
pad. The mayor stated that the splash pad would be another project later.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn
at 6:50 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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