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CITY OF COLUMBUS
AGENDA
ONDAY- July 6, 2026

CITY HALL 6:30 P.M.
**all meetings are recorded**

* Notes an action required by Council

. ¥*MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING, APPROVED AS WRITTEN, WITH OR

WITHOUT ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CORRECTIONS

. *MINUTES FOR BUDGET WORK SESSION, APPROVED AS WRITTEN, WITH OR

WITHOUT ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, OR CORRECTIONS

. *APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

NONE
REPORT OF OFFICERS
1. Chief CFD#3 4. City Attorney
2. Police Chief 5. City Clerk
3. Public Works Director 6. City Court

. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS
. PUBLIC COMMENT ON CURRENT AGENDA

. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

NONE

. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

*Second Reading of Ordinance 376 - Amending the City’s Solid Waste Ordinance

*Approval of Resolution 896-2026 - Establishing Wages and Salaries for City Employees
for FY26/27

. NEW BUSINESS

*Approval of Resolution 898-2026 - Combining Capital Accounts

*Approval of Pay Application #5 for the Heritage Well Project for $144,450.50

10. COMMENTS NOT ON THE AGENDA

11.*ADJOURN

All public comment will be limited to 3 minutes unless prior approval is granted by the Mayor
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

[ counciL
PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse started the—l
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes.
Staff members present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City
Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander. Columbus Fire

District Chief Rich Cowger was present.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Sarah Peters, Jon and Lev Ott, Kiley Frank, Traci Osborne, Dustin and Owen
Douglas and Joel Moranton

PUBLIC HEARING

Amending the city’s Solid Waste ordinance. The mayor opened the public hearing
at 7:00pm. There was no comment and hearing was closed.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
June 1, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Kelly Ault abstained
from voting. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of June 2026 was presented to the Council. Rick
White made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1% half of June was presented to the Council. Cole Waltner
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Tim Mayo; roli
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

NONE

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

The Fire Chief was present and provided a report. Kelly asked about Park City
consolidating with Columbus Fire District. Rich explained.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Kelly asked about
a “kick off” meeting and if it was for the pool. Peyton said yes and explained it
was a meeting with the engineers and should have something for council at the
next meeting. Tim asked about a meeting that Peyton was trying to organize.
Peyton said it was with Dennis and Cole for the water and sewer committee.
Rick asked how soon people could start to see something happening at the pool,
so they know we are making progress. Peyton said hopefully in a couple months.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report. Ryan stated that the
criminal cases have doubled in the last month.

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

CLERK-TREASURER

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. She reminded council
that the next council meeting will be the new start time of 6:30pm. Cole asked
if we have to pay the $10,000 for the Downtown Revitalization Plan Grant.
Cherrie said yes, if it is awarded. Cole asked if this is a required plan that the
city must have, like the growth plan. Cherrie replied no.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Second reading of Ordinance 374 — Nemont Franchise Agreement. Cole
Waltner made a motion to waive the reading of the agreement, seconded by
Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed. Dennis
made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for
vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Second reading of Ordinance 375 - Motorized Vehicles at Itch-Kep-Pe Park.
Dennis Holten made a motion to waive the reading, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick White, roll
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault
and Danen Johannes, all yea votes,

Approval of Resolution 897-2026 approving the City of Columbus’ application
to the USDA Grant and authorizing application preparation. Tim Mayo made a
motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Rick White. Tim asked if this
was for the $10,000 grant. Cherrie said yes. Cole stated that part of his issue
with this grant is we already have a Chamber of Commerce that is looking for
grants and doing a lot of this work already. He is not sure if this is a good
expenditure of city funds to have another entity doing the same work. Joel
Moranton stated that the Chamber has not got to the Downtown stuff yet, but
he does have his pulse on what they are doing. He is letting the Beartooth
RC&D (which is amazing he states) handle things right now. He said that the
Downtown does need a lot of work. The mayor explained that the grant is for a
total of $50,000 with $10,000 funds from the city, Cole asked if we have to
pay $10,000 to get the process started. Cherrie said no, if we are approved
the city will have to pay all $50,000 upfront and seek reimbursement for
$40,000. Cole asked if there was a grant writing fee that the city is paying
RC&D. Cherrie said no. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion
passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Pay Application No. 4 for the Heritage Well Project for $41,196.06.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

Approval of Resolution 896-2026 - Establishing Wages and Salaries for
FY26/27. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by
Dennis Holten. Tim stated that Dennis has a request but was not sure how to
go about it. He wants the 4 departments to have their own separate wage
resolutions. This would help with portions of wages that are not agreed on.
Tim said Dennis can explain it better. Dennis stated that they don't like this set
up and if they should just say no to it or do we discuss what we would like to
see. Ryan said that Dennis should state what he wants to see so it is on
record. Dennis said he would like to see a 2.8% cola across the board this year
for all employees other than the police that have a bargaining agreement. He
would also like to see columns that show cola, longevity and merit raise totals
and a different resolution for elected/appointed, administration/finance, public
services/police and public works department. Ryan asked Dennis what he
thinks the benefit of that would be. Dennis stated that it would help discuss
certain aspects of each one, if there was something we didn't like it would
narrow it down. Dennis asked Ryan if that was a problem. Ryan said he would
look into it, but what he can vision is other resolutions being under more
scrutiny than others which could cause a problem. Cole stated he didn’t know
if it makes sense to reject the entire resolution if we only have a hang up on a
few departments that we are just looking to get more information on. Cole said
it's a lot of work to do all this finance and budget stuff and it might be a lot
easier on administration to have separate resolutions. Cherrie stated it would
be more work for her to have to create separate resolutions for each
department. Ryan stated that he doesn't think that separate resolutions are
necessary, but maybe a round table about this before the resolution is
presented would help. Council agreed. The mayor said it would be like a work
session to go over some of these things. He is hearing that the council would
like justification for certain increases or non-increases, but this is something
that we need to be very careful about. Council has budgetary control under the
policy that council came up with, the department heads have a lot of that input
too. If a supervisor sets a raise and the employee, supervisor and mayor are
good with it but then council says no. What is the council saying no to, the
budgetary expenditure or the amounts. The mayor said this is where the
difficulty comes in, especially if you make different resolutions and you are
picking on one department. Ryan stated that the way this policy was drafted,
all the raises are tied to the employee evaluation. The evaluations are done by
supervisor with review of the mayor. So, if council is asking for justification of
the raises, they are almost second guessing the supervisor and mayor. The
policy was followed and that is how I see it going for this year. Tim said that
he liked what the mayor said about a work session to discuss this. There was
discussion on how to table this for another meeting. Cole Walter made a
motion to table the resolution and set a work session prior to the July 6t
council meeting, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

First Reading of Ordinance 376 - Amending the City’s Solid Waste Ordinance.
Tim Mayo made a motion to waive the reading of the ordinance, seconded by
Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick White.
Dennis said that everyone already knows how he feels about this. He does not
like the idea of charging someone for a service they are not using. Roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Dennis Holten voted no. Motion passed.

Pay application approval for Morrison Maierle. Total amount of $24,037.90.
($3166.86 95% FAA, $83.34 5% City/County) CR Contracting Total amount of
$20,704.36. ($19,669.14 95% FAA, $1,035.22 5% City/County). Dennis made
a motion to approve the application, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Certificate of Substantial Completion for Pavement Maintenance
project. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the certificate, seconded by
Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of appointment for Ted Stough to the Airport Board for a 4-year
term. Rick White made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by
Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the 5-year capital improvement plan for the City/County Airport.
Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Tim Mayo. Cole
asked if this would have any effect on the Airport Authority when and if it
happens. Rich replied no. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion
passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Kelly discussed the option of adding a slash pad next to the pool. She asked if
it would be possible to apply for a grant for next year or how to go about this.
Peyton said that the current grant the city has for the pool may have the option
to add more money to complete a splash pad. He said other cities have done
this and received more funding. Peyton said if this is something council wants
to do then he needs to know sooner than later. There was discussion on the
option of a splash pad and pool renovation. The council was in agreeance to
have Peyton look into adding a splash pad to the pool renovation project. Kelly
talked with the garbage truck driver, and he asked her to see about getting the
trees and bushes trimmed down the city alleyways, Peyton said he has spoken
to the garbage people as well and per city ordinance it is the responsibility of
the homeowner, Peyton said he is supposed to be receiving a list of addresses
and when he does, he will contact the property owners. Rick asked if we want
to set a date for the roundtable on the Wage Resolution. Tim said it will be before
the next meeting at 5:30pm. Cherrie let the council know that what ever
decisions are made at the meeting for the Wage Resolution they will not be

voted on until July 20t meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:39 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

Joseph Morse I, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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MINUTES FOR A BUDGET WORK SESSION FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. The council persons present were

COUNCIL

PRESENT Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen

OFFICERS Johannes. Staff members present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire,
City Attorney Ryan Addis and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

PRESENT

SIDELINE IN PERSON NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS Cherrie stated that she printed new copies of the expenditure budget due to

having to add overtime expenses to the police department and public works
department. Dennis asked Cherrie if there was anything in the budget that
stood out to her. Cherrie discussed the city capital accounts and combining
them into one capital account. Cherrie passed out a resolution that would be
approved by council for this change. She explained that over the years every
time the city worked on a project, they created a capital account for the
expenses. Once the project was completed those capital accounts did not get
closed out. The plan is to close out all these capital accounts and combine
them into one. Then at budget time every year the CIP will be reviewed, and
any projects will be budgeted and earmarked out of one capital account.
Dennis asked if this was for general fund money. Cherrie said yes, this is only
for general fund money not enterprise funds. Kelly asked why the budgets
expenditures are higher than revenues. Cherrie explained that it is due to
having to expense a certain amount money out of our capital accounts. The
mayor stated that all the funds have beginning cash balances that also play a
factor in this. There was discussion about capital accounts and the combining
of the accounts and what that would look like. Kelly asked if the capital
account would earn interest. Cherrie said yes. Cole asked when the last CBA
was negotiated. Cherrie said 2024 and is due again in 2027. Current
agreement expires June 30, 2027. Dennis stated that he did not see much in
the budget that concerned him. Dennis talked about a project that he would
like to have public works look at on 2" street, Kelly asked about some of the
light districts increase in expenditures. Cherrie explained what the light district
funds were and that the expenditures are for the electricity bills for each
district. The increase is due to the increase in electric bills. Cherrie explained
that some of the percentages for salaries and related expenses went up from
last year. She explained that it was due to moving around employee payroll
expenses due to where they are working. Cole asked about the pool budget for
temporary and permanent wages. Cherrie stated that she already cut the
temporary wages down since the pool will not be open this year. She explained
that there will still be some wages there due to the pool expenses needed for
June 2027. The permanent wages will stay the same. Dennis discussed the
wage policy that was approved last year after several committee meetings
with himself, Tim, Cole and the previous mayor. He asked why Cherrie she
figured her raise at 2.9% cola instead of 2.8%. She stated that the previous
mayor gave all department heads their raises before he left and was unsure
why he used 2.9% instead of 2.8%. Dennis stated that Peyton’s raise was at
3% cola. Dennis asked if the previous mayor gave the city judge his raise.
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MINUTES FOR A BUDGET WORK SESSION FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M.

Cherrie said no, but that the current mayor did. Dennis stated that if we were
going by the policy the judge is asking for a $1.10 merit raise. Dennis asked
how his raise was figured. Cherrie stated that it was based on what the Chief
of Police makes. There was discussion on the judge’s wage and evaluation.
Dennis stated that basing the judge’s wage on what the Chief of Police makes
is not correct. Cherrie stated that the Chief of Police raise is not based on the
new policy either, he has a separate MOU for his raise. Dennis stated that on
the salary wage resolution he would like to see the raises broken down into the
three categories for cola, longevity, and merit. Dennis stated that council
needs to know why an employee is getting a merit raise. He feels that anyone
that gets a merit raise, council needs an explanation for it. There was
discussion on the three different raise categories and performance evaluations.
Ryan cautions the council on the amount of information they request for the
merit raises because it will be public record and the differences in merit
evaluation raises can cause issues. The mayor stated that it is important to
identify the employees that will receive a merit raise, but shouid be careful
about the whys or why nots. He stated that this is the first year of the new
policy and there can be adjustments made to the policy. Cole stated he would
like to see the wording changed on the longevity raise in the policy. There was
discussion on the longevity raise. Danen stated that we have some of the
highest paid positions compared to others in the state for our public works,
police department and the clerk. He stated if you add in the benefits of $1842
on top of the wage, we are above and beyond Billings and Laurel. Danen
stated he is not concerned with merit raises, that is the department head’s
responsibility. What he is concerned with is adding to the pay of employees
that are already being paid above and beyond what other cities are paying. He
compared the city wages to Manhattan and West Yellowstone. Danen stated
that there are some cities that pay more than us, but they are bigger cities like
Bozeman. He stated we should not be giving huge raises when we have
already started high and we are just continuing to go up and up. He wants to
see our employees happy and said they should be happy with their wages
when compared to anywhere else in the state. They should be happy with the
wage they have without getting a raise. Danen stated he can bring all the
research he has done. He has contacted Manhattan and West Yellowstone, and
our wages are $5 to $10 over what their wages are. Danen stated that he is a
schoolteacher and his raise was only 1.2 %. He feels council should be fiscally
responsible and start looking at why we are so much above where everyone
else is. He thinks that things need to be slowed down. Kelly asked if we had a
cap on merit raises. Cherrie said $5. Cherrie stated that our cities revenue is a
lot higher than a lot of other cities our size. Danen asked about the city’s metal
mine revenue. Cherrie explained that it is down from previous years and is not
sure what the amount will be this year. Kelly asked if there were restrictions
on how the city can spend metal mine revenue. Cherrie said no. Tim and Cole
asked what the raise for the animal control officer was. Cherrie stated that the
Chief of Police said to give her 3%. There was discussion on cola and longevity
raises between Dennis, Tim and Cole that were not transcribed (very muffled).
Cherrie asked when council would like to have another work session. She
suggested August 17%, Cherrie asked if there were any guestions about budget
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MINUTES FOR A BUDGET WORK SESSION FOR THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M.

expenditures on Water, Sewer or Solid Waste Funds. It was decided to have
another work session on August 17 at 5:45pm.

COMMENTS NOT ON NONE
THE AGENDA

ADJOURNMENT Joe Morse closed the work session at 6:55pm

JOSEPH MORSE i, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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Columbus Police Department
408 E15STAVEN

P.O. BOX 549

Columbus, MT 59019-0549

Aaron A Uecker, Chief of Police
(406) 322-5313 Ext. 110
Email: chiefofpolice@townofcolumbus.com

To: Columbus City Council
From: Chief Aaron Uecker

Subj:  Monthly Report

As of this report (02 July) We are sitting at 1,890 calls for the year, up from 1,260 last year at this time

Columbus Police assisted Border Patrol/ICE on a traffic stop on the Interstate recently. | received a
call and had information passed on to me about a fugitive that had their license plate ping off the LPR at
weigh scale. | was told the car was heading east and given allinformation. | was able to stop the car near the
Columbus Exit and detain the fugitive until ICE and task force members arrived. The agent informed me that
they have a local office in Billings and will be “ramping up” efforts over the next few months, | swapped
information with the agent and told them CPD would be willing help out wherever we can, he also told me
that his main job is to assist the locals, and that his agents would all do the same for us. His information was
passed onto all Patrol Officers.

SRO/KQ Zachary and Fela certified in Missoula and were one of the first pairs to do it. SRO Zachary
will be taking more sick time due to other surgeries he is getting, and will be off for the next several weeks, so
we will once again be down an officer. |1 am in the process of bringing on another Part-Time employee since
we lost one about 6 months ago. His background has been completed and is awaiting approval from the
Police Commission. He has extensive Law Enforcement experience, some already with Columbus Police.
We currently only have one Part-time employee that can work the weekend, so this will help out a lot with
vacation/schools etc.

Calls over the Hill Climbs for Friday/Saturday jumped from 46 (2025) to 66 this year. A number of
these were traffic stops which resulted in a few citations, mostly warnings. The other calls CPD was
attached to were Complaint, Area Check, Building Check, Sex Offense, Traffic Violation, Breath Alcohol
Analysis, Suspicious Activity, Burglar Alarm, Disturbance, Unwanted Person, Assist Citizen, and Agency
Assist. Out of these some of them stemmed into Cases/Arrest. 1 Misdemeanor DUI, and 1 Felony Child
Endangerment DUI. We also had a bar fight which resulted in an arrest and transport to the jail. Overall, it
was a good weekend. Calls were down for the County units, but up for the City, which has been the trend the
last few Hill Climbs so we will continue to man up in the future.

The Tahoe went in for repairs at Stillwater Tire. They called back and subsequently stated that it was
more than likely the transmission, and due to it being so new, it would need to be taken to the dealership for
them to basically plug it into the GM computer so all internal computers could essentially talk to each other.
The Tahoe was in “limp mode” and would only travel 35 MPH. Roger Hanson was able to take it over to Laurel
Chevrolet for us. | chose Laurel and not Billings because the number of vehicles that getvandalized in Billings
is completely insane. Police vehicles are also subject to this, and it happens more than you would expect. |
also didn’t get a 2" opinion because | didn’t think the hourly rate/parts were going to be that different being
so close, especially once you factor in the tow cost again. They also found the oil cooler lines to be leaking




which was about $600. The total cost for parts/labor comes to $7,187.83. | spoke to the Mayor about this
and we both decided that since we have no intention of getting rid of this vehicle anytime soon, to go ahead
and get this fixed, so you will see the approval of this on the agenda. [ also spoke to Cherrie and had her
bump the repairs portion for the vehicles up, if we didn’t do that it would have depleted it by 50%, since we
used every bit of this last year, this was obviously necessary.

Aaron Uecker




PUBLIC WORKS
o ® O

WATER SEWER STREETS PARKS
Serving Columbus Since 1907

July 6" Report to Council
Water
% Installed one new valve and replaced two failed valves. We currently have ten additional valve replacements identified as
shutdown opportunities become available.
% The new well transmission line has successfully passed pressure testing. VFD installation is underway. Remaining work
includes installation of the sand separator and final SCADA integration by Microcomm.
< Continued issues with the Sensus handheld meter-reading unit required one full-cycle estimated billing and approximately
260 estimated readings during the most recent cycle. We continue working with Sensus to resolve the issue until the AMI
meter replacement program is complete.
% Waterand sewer connections were completed for the school bus barn project.
Sewer

*

Nothing new to report.

Streets/Drainage

% Chip sealing was postponed due to weather and will be rescheduled as conditions allow.

2 Nothing to report.

% Nemont and Utilisource representatives will be in town next week to coordinate final preparations for the planned July 15 fiber
project kickoff. | will be meeting with them to finalize construction logistics and coordination.

% The EPA has provided the City with the initial soil sampling results from the Stillwater Golf Course. All sampled locations were
below recreational and golf course worker screening levels; however, the detection of hexavalent chromium has prompted EPA
to recommend temporarily marking the affected salt pan areas as "Ground Under Repair" while additional sampling is
planned to further define the extent of contamination. See Attached.




UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8

10 West 15! Street, Suite 3200
Helena, MT 59626
http://iwww.epa.gov/region08

June 26, 2026

Peyton Brookshire

Public Works Director- City of Columbus
1258 1° Ave South

Columbus, MT 59109

Re: Stillwater Golf Course soil results

Dear Mr. Brookshire:

This letter outlines the sampling that was conducted on the Stillwater Golf Course as part of the ongoing
Remedial Investigation at the Mouat Industries Superfund Site, located to the northwest of the golf

course.

Surface soil samples were collected from three salt pan-like areas on the golf course on March 19, 2026
(see attached figure). Two samples were collected from each salt pan for a total of six samples plus one
duplicate sample. The samples were analyzed for hexavalent chromium and the results are summarized
in the attached table. All initial soil results were below levels of concern for recreational and golf course
workers. More info on chromium and why it's a concern is available online at
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxFAQs/ToxFAQsDetails.aspx?faqid=618&toxid=17.

The presence of hexavalent chromium in surface soils has triggered the need for more soil sampling
both on the golf course and potentially other properties in the area, in the future, to fully define the
extent of contamination. The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will discuss more details of an
expanded study with the City of Columbus once those details are determined.

Given the detection of hexavalent chromium in surface soils, it is EPA’s recommendation to temporarily
cordon off any salt pan areas on the golf course as “Ground Under Repair” so that players cannot walk
through them. This is a precautionary measure to ensure public safety while EPA works to further define

areas that have not been sampled.




More information about the Mouat Industries Superfund Site can be found by scanning the QR code

below or at http://www.epa.gov/superfund/mouat-
industrieshttps://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.cleanup&id=08

00384. Please contact me with questions or if you need more information at smith.jessica.e@epa.gov or
call/text me at (406) 438-0825.

Sincerely,

Jessica Smith- EPA Remedial Project Manager

Enclosures - Figure, Table

Scan for Project Webpage




Opportunity Sampling Soil Results
Mouat Industries Superfund Site
Stillwater County, Montana

Hexavalent . N
Chromium 149 72 34 0170 0.18U

0.18U

1.70

1.80

Notes:

U- indicates the result was not detected end the shown value is the method detection limit
mg/kg- milligrams per kilogram
RSL =Regional Screening Level




REPORT FROM THE CITY CLERK-TREASURER
July 6, 2026 CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER

1. The auditors will be here July 20* to close our year and start working on the city’s Annual
Financial Report for the state.

2. The following changes were made to the budget since our last budget work session:
a. Increased the police vehicle maintenance budget by $8000. This increase is due to a
transmission repair needed to one of the police vehicles.
b. Added the expenditure and revenue for the Downtown Revitalization Plan

3. The new Salary Survey was released for FY25/26 on the Montana League of City and Towns
website. | created a short salary comparison for department heads. You can view the entire
survey at https://mtleague.org/resources/budgets-finance under Cost, Fees, Rates, & Pay
section.

4. Ihave received the revenue numbers for Gas Taxes and Entitlement Shares. Gas Tax
revenue has decreased slightly from $110,852 last year to $109,605 this year. Entitlement
Shares increased from $541,863 last year to $554,338 this year.

5. The Municipal Summit is July 9™. | would like to thank Kelly Ault, Rick White and Joe Morse
for signing up for this training event and representing our city. We are expecting over 30

people from all over the state. | have attached the final agenda.

6. The Grant was submitted to the USDA for the Downtown Revitalization Plan on June 30,
2026. | will keep you posted on the outcome.

7. Please see Memorandum from Interstate Engineering about the Splash Pad

8. Ihave attached the final budget number for FY25/26 Revenue was $7,528,546 and
Expenditures were $7,269,699. In the green for the year by $258,847.

Please feel free to call, email or stop by my office anytime with questions or concerns
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City

Red Lodge
Colstrip
Manhattan
Roundup

Three Forks

Baker

Big Timber
Thompson Falls
West Yellowstone

Columbus

FY25/26 League Survey for City/Town Salaries

Population Chief of Police

2349
2101
2069
2003
1919
1780
1648
1589
1474

2003

$76,045 starting
$79,260 - $107,234
$85,654 - $124,134
county contract
county contract
$80,225 - $105,872
county contract
$64,412 - $81,203
$102,024 starting

$100,552.92

PW Director

$75,171 starting
$79,260 - $107,234
$65,249 - $94,556
$88,712 starting
$72,800 - $104,000
$65,790 - $86,819
$44,061 - $77,487
$64,412 - $81,203
$102,886 starting

$93,163.20

Clerk/Treasurer

$75,171 starting
$79,260 - $107,234
$65,249 - $94,556
$70,865 starting
$62,000 - $83,200
$65,790 - $86,819
$44,061 - $77,487
$64,412 - $81,203
$104,290 starting

$86,569.60

You can find this information at mtleague.org website




8 WELCOME

Our Summits bring the conversation to you. We share our
expertise in advocacy, technical assistance, risk management,
coverages, and more—while creating space for municipal staff

and elected officials to ask questions and learn from MMIA, the

League, MSU LGC, and one another. This one-day event offers

practical insights, peer learning, and meaningful connections at
a location near you.

8:30 AM Networking - Arrive early and connect with your colleagues in local
government.

9:00 AM Introductions - Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority (MMIA),
Montana League of Cities and Towns (League), and Montana State
University Extension — Local Government Center (MSU LGC).

9:30 AM Who Does What? Understanding Roles in Municipal
Government - This training provides an overview of the roles and
responsibilities of key actors in municipal government, including the
council, mayor or council president/presiding officer, clerk, and
administrative staff. The session emphasizes practical understa nding of
how elected officials and staff work together to carry out the business of
municipal government. Dan Clark, Director, MSU LGC | Ashley Kent,
Associate Director, MSU LGC.

10:50 AM Break

11:00 AM How to Reduce Liability When Modifying Job Duties - Let’s talk
about your HR concerns and discuss the best process for modifying
job duties. Derrek Shepherd, Human Resource Consultant, MMIA.

12:15 PM Lunch - Updates from State Agencies




12:45 PM From Interim to Impact: Powering Local Voices for 2027 - Get the
inside scoop on how the League works for you between legislative
sessions, and how you can help shape the next session. We will
provide an overview of the key committees we’ve been actively
engaged in and review the League’s Legislative Resolutions. Most
importantly, we’ll share practical, easy ways to make your voice heard
to help ensure local needs are met and local decision-making stays in
local hands. Jennifer Olson, Interim Executive Director, League.

1:45 PM Different by Design, 40 Years of Self-Funded Coverage - With
nearly four decades of experience providing self-funded coverage,
MMIA’s programs continue to be fundamentally different from
commercial insurance options. During this discussion, the MMIA team
will explain how these differences create meaningful value for our
member-owners. Amanda Clark, Interim Chief Executive Officer,
MMIA [ Britani Laughery, Chief Operating Officer, MMIA.

2:45 PM Break

3:00 PM Plan Smart, Build Strong - Land use and planning are among the
most complex, and consequential, areas of local government.

Between new legislation, development pressures, and community
expectations, navigating Montana’s land use landscape can be
challenging. This session will share practical tips and need-to-know
info so that you can engage in the planning process confidently and
compliantly. Jerry Grebenc, Land Use Services Director, MA, CFM,

<!
4:00 PM Questions @

Wnpygpsh®




INTERSTATE

1976 - 2026

MEMORANDUM

To: Peyton Brookshire, Public Works Director, City of Columbus
From: Eric Ler, Interstate Engineering

Date: June 30*%, 2026
Subject: Considerations for Future Splash Pad Improvements Associated with the Pool

Rehabilitation Project

Purpose

At the June 15™, 2026 City Council meeting, discussion occurred regarding the potential addition of
a splash pad as part of the ongoing pool rehabilitation project. The purpose of this memorandum is
to provide information regarding funding considerations, project timing, and opportunities to

preserve the ability to construct a splash pad in the future while maintaining momentum on the current

pool rehabilitation effort.

Funding Considerations

The current pool rehabilitation project is being funded in part through a Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) grant. While LWCF guidance contains provisions related o project modifications,
obtaining additional funding assistance through the existing grant award is unlikely as the 2026 funds
have already been allocated. Additionally, modifications (such as the addition of a splash pad) would
require submission and review by the National Parks Service which could jeopardize the existing

project timeline. It is most likely that installation of a splash pad in concurrence with the pool

rehabilitation would be required to be entirely self-funded.

A more practical approach may be fo position the City for future grant opportunities by demonstrating

community support, planning readiness, and local commitment toward a splash pad project. Several

actions that could strengthen future funding applications include:

Identify the splash pad as a defined project within the City's upcoming Capital Improvements
Plan (CIP).

1610 Poly Drive | PO Box 20953 | Billings, MT 59104 | (406) 256.1920 | www.interstate.engineering
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o Establish a community Steering Committee to help guide splash pad planning efforts and

coordinate fundraising activities.

o Launch a Capital Campaign and begin pursuing local donations, sponsorships, and

community partnerships that demonstrate local financial commitment.

« Formally identify a preferred splash pad concept and scale using the alternatives evaluated in
the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER), providing a clear project direction for future

funding applications.

Grant programs generally favor projects that demonstrate community support, documented planning
etforts, and a committed iocai funding contribution. Taking these sieps now wouid improve ine City’s
competitiveness for future funding cycles while allowing the current pool rehabilitation project to

proceed on schedule.
Design Considerations

Based on the alternatives presented in the PER and available space near the existing pool facility, it
is unlikely that major provisions during the rehabilitation will be required to accommodate a splash
pad in the future. This will be further evaluated during the design of the pool rehabilitation
improvements, however, potential provisions may be dependent upon further identification of the

desired splash pad. A preliminary list of considerations include:

Water and Sewer Service

Sizing for the water and sewer service lines will depend largely on the size and number of amenities
desired to be included in the new splash pad. Dedicated service lines are recommended for a splash
pad to ensure reliable operation. With the proximity of the anticipated splash pad location to existing

sewer and water mains, future disturbance to the concrete pool deck is not anticipated.

Access

Access provisions to the splash pad will depend on location and how the splash pad is intended to
be entered. Examples include accessing the splash pad 1) through the pool facility exclusively (paid
use), 2) through a separate entrance exclusively (potentially open access from the park), or 3) a
combination of the two. This could affect the security fencing around the pool, but a locking and/or

one-way gate could be installed to accommodate the future splash pad.

Page 2
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Mechanical Room

Provisions for a splash pad associated with the pool’s existing mechanical room depend largely on
the system used in supplying water to the splash pad features. For smaller splash pads, a “flow-
through” option is typically used and requires minimal infrastructure. However, if a recirculation
system is desired (generally for larger splash pads), the mechanical and chemical infrastruciure needs
increase significantly. The recirculation system would likely require an expanded or additional
mechanical building. If the desire is to house the splash pad equipment in a annex to the existing

mechanical building, provisions could be incorporated as necessary fo minimize disturbance when

the equipment is installed.

Schedule Considerations

The current project schedule is focused on advancing the pool rehabilitation project toward bidding
and construction as efficiently as possible. Incorporating a fully designed splash pad into the current

project would require additional design coordination, evaluation of equipment alternatives, cost

estimating, and revisions to the project scope.

As a result, adding a splash pad to the current construction package could affect the project schedule
and potentially delay project delivery. Given the intent in returning the pool o service in Spring
2027, maintaining the current project scope while preserving opportunities for future splash pad

construction would represent the least amount of risk in disrupting the path forward.

Recommended Path Forward
Based on the information available today, the recommended approach is to:

1. Continue advancing the current pool rehabilitation project without expanding the construction

scope to include a splash pad. Provisions will be considered for future expansion pending

further identification of components for the desired splash pad.
2. Include the splash pad as a project within the City's Capital Improvements Plan.

3. Evaluate opportunities to incorporate reasonable provisions for future splash pad connections

during the current construction project.

4. Establish a community steering committee to guide splash pad planning and fundraising

efforts.

Page 3
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5. Launch a Capital Campaign and begin pursuing local donations, sponsorships, and

community partnerships that demonstrate local financial commitment.

6. Formally identify a preferred splash pad alternative based on the options previously evaluated

in the PER.

7. Pursue future grant funding opportunities once community support, project definition, and

local funding commitments have been established.

This approach allows the City to maintain progress on the pool rehabilitation project while positioning

itself for a stronger and more competitive splash pad funding application in a future grant cycle.

If you have any questions about anything included in this memorandum, please feel free to reach out

to me at any time.

Sincerely,

Eric Ler, Client Manager
Interstate Engineering
Eric.Ler@intersialeeny.coim

(406) 256-1920

Page 4
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ORDINANCE NO. 376

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MONTANA,
AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE CITY’S SOLID WASTE ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the City Council has previously enacted solid waste ordinances to regulate the disposal of
solid waste in order to protect the public health, public safety, and the environment and to promote a clean
and health community;

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is appropriate to amend the City’s solid waste
ordinances pertaining to definitions, container maintenance, repair, replacement, storage, and mandatory
participation;

WHEREAS, Public Notice of the City Council's intent to hold a public hearing on June 15, 2026, at 7:00
p.m. on the adoption of the proposed Ordinance revisions was published in the Stillwater County News
on June 4 and 11, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing at the above published date and time;
WHEREAS, the City Council has duly considered any public comments on the proposed Ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Columbus, Montana,
SECTIONS 8.16.020, 8.16.040, 8.16.050, 8.16.100 of the Columbus Municipal Code is hereby amended
to read as follows:

e 8.16.020 - Definitions for the purpose of this chapter
The following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section:

"Approved container" means a container provided by the city of Columbus or Collection
Contractor for collection services. Containers available are as follows: Ninety-five{95)
Ninety-six (96) gallon carts, two-yard dumpsters, three-yard dumpsters, four-yard dumpsters,
six-yard dumpsters and eight-yard dumpsters.

"Collection service" means the frequency of collection of solid waste each week and the size of
containers used based on the volume of solid waste generated by the customer. Residential
single-family collection service is specifically defined as once-a-week collection of one ninety-
five«(95) ninety-six (96) gallon cart. Additional containers may be requested if one cart is not
sufficient to contain the amount of solid waste the customer generates. An additional charge at
the monthly residential rate shall be added to the customer's monthly solid waste collection fee
for each additional cart and service. Commercial collection service shall be a minimum of
once-a-week or a maximum of three times per week.

“Developed property” means any parcel within the city limits containing a primary structure
intended for human occupancy or use, including but not limited to residential, commercial.
institutional, or industrial buildings, that is capable of generating solid waste. The term does




not include parcels containing only accessory structures such as detached garages. storage
sheds. or similar buildings that are not served by utilities and are not independently occupied.

"Garbage" means all solid and semi-solid wastes resulting from the handling, preparation,
cooking and consumption of foods, including the cans, containers or wrappers wasted along
with such materials. Garbage originates in kitchens, wholesale and retail stores and markets,
restaurants, hotels, motels and other places where food is stored, prepared, cooked or

consumed.

"Solid wastes" means wastes grouped according to their physical and chemical characteristics
which determine the degree of care required in handling and disposal and the potential of the
wastes for causing environmental degradation or public health hazards. Solid wastes are
categorized into three groups:

1. "Group II wastes" include decomposable wastes and mixed solid wastes containing
decomposable material but exclude regulated hazardous wastes. Examples include, but
are not limited to, the following: municipal and household solid wastes such as garbage
and putrescible organic materials, paper, cardboard, cloth, glass, metal, plastics, yard
and garden waste, effal animal entrails, and commercial and industrial wastes such as
packaging materials.

2. "Group III wastes" include wood wastes and non-water-soluble solids. These wastes
are characterized by their general inert nature and low potential for adverse
environmental impacts. Examples include, but are not limited to, the following: inert
solid waste such as clean brick, dirt, rock and concrete; clean wood materials, brush,
branches, stumps and unpainted or untreated lumber and vehicle tires.

3. "Group IV wastes" include construction and demolition wastes. Examples include,
but are not limited to, the following: asphalt and debris from construction, repair or
remodeling of houses, commercial buildings and other structures, such as dirt, stones,
bricks, plaster wallpaper, lumber, shingles, concrete and waste parts.

8.16.040 - Container placement for collection

Placement of ninety-five(95) ninety-six (96) gallon roll out carts must be within two feet of
the alley way for alley collection. Where no alley exists the ainety—five{95) ninety-six (96)
gallon roll out cart must be placed at the curb line or street line for curb side service. The
ninety-five{95) ninety-six (96) gallon roll-out cart may be set out for collection the evening
before the collection day but must be set out before seven a.m. on the day of collection and
shall be removed from the city right-of-way the day of collection. Larger dumpsters for
commercial customers will be placed at the most convenient point for collection by solid waste
equipment. Containers shall be placed in an easily accessible area free of obstructions such as
vehicles.




8.16.050 - Container maintenance, repair, replacement, and Storage

Eshall be the duty of the customer to take proper care of approved containers and keep them
clean and free of offensive odors.

B.
If the container is damaged from improper use by the customer it shall be the responsibility of

the customer to pay for the replacement of the container.

C.

The approved container shall be assigned to the customer and shall not be removed from the
premises to which it is assigned. Approved containers shall not be used to serve more than one
property or account.

D.

Property owners or occupants shall be responsible for the storage and care of approved
containers during periods when the premises are temporarily unoccupied. including seasonal or
extended absences. The City or its collection contractor shall not be required to remove, store.
or redeploy containers at the request of the customer due to temporary vacancy, travel. or
seasonal occupancy. Solid waste collection service charges shall continue to apply as provided

in Section 8.16.100 regardless of temporary absence or non-use of the container.

8.16.100 - Funds, appropriation, borrowing, other means

A. The city council is authorized to make funds available by appropriation, by borrowing or by
other means, in accordance with the laws and procedures of this city, for equipment for the
collection or disposal of solid waste and for the establishment, maintenance and operation of
solid waste collection systems and solid waste disposal methods and sites.

B. Solid waste collection service charges within the jurisdictional limits of the city, or upon the
real property within the city, for the purpose of financing the establishment, maintenance and
operation of solid waste collection systems or solid waste disposal methods and sites, are to be
established and administered as follows: It shall be the duty of the city council to estimate, as
near as practicable, the cost of collecting and disposing of solid waste in the city and within its
jurisdictional limits, from time to time as may be necessary. The city council will then pass a
resolution establishing a rate schedule of solid waste collection charges. A notice to all lot
owners of the passage of the resolution, and the time and place for hearing objections to its
final passage shall be published in the local newspaper in accordance with the provisions of
Section 7-1-4127, MCA.




C. At the time set for hearing objections to the final passage of the resolution, or at the time to
which such meeting may be adjourned, the city council shall pass upon all objections and make
such changes in the rate schedule as it shall deem necessary and proper after hearing such
objections and shall finally adopt the resolution.

D. A resolution establishing a solid waste collection rate schedule in accordance with this
chapter may specify an effective date. In the event the resolution does not specify an effective
date, the resolution shall become effective the first day of the month next following the time
set for hearing of objections as above provided.

E. The owner of each ‘ -aiable
developed property within the city limits, for which solid waste collection service is available
shall be billed for said service monthly. Solid waste collection service charges, as provided by
this section, may be payable monthly, by separate billing in conjunction with the water bill, if
any; if no water bill is sent, by billing during the same period. Such fees shall be paid by the
current property owner within fifteen (15) days after receipt of statement. If any solid waste
collection service charges are delinquent, a easying late fee may be added in the sum of ene
pereent $2.50 per month. If any solid waste collection service charges, together with earrying
late fees added, are ninety (90) or more day’s delinquent on the first day of September June of
each year, they will be certified to the county treasurer and be added to the real property tax
statement and will be due on or before the thirtieth day of November next-following. These
services and billing shall be handled by the city clerk.

F. Mandatory Participation.

All developed properties within the city limits shall participate in the municipal solid waste
system. No developed property may be exempted from solid waste service charges based
solely on vacancy, seasonal occupancy, lack of use, or absence of a container.

Solid waste collection service shall be deemed “available” to any developed property located
within the city limits and accessible by the City’s contracted collection provider, regardless of
whether a container has been placed or requested.

G. Vacancy or Non-Use Not Grounds for Exemption.

The temporary vacancy of a structure, seasonal occupancy. or the claim that little or no solid
waste is generated shall not constitute srounds for exemption from solid waste collection
service charges. Any property meeting the definition of developed property as set forth in
Section 8.16.020 shall remain subject to such charges so long as the structure remains capable

of occupancy,
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Ist Reading and Approval: DATED this I 5 day of QUAQ.. 2026.

Onomadg Moy,

Joseph Morse II — Mayor Attest: Chertjt McAlexander — Clerk/Treasurer
2nd Reading and Approval: DATED this day of 2026.
eF

&éph Morse I — Mayor Attest: Cherrie McAlexander — Clerk/Treasurer

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its passage and approval.
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RESOLUTION NO. 896-2026

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING WAGES AND SALARIES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027

WHEREAS, § 7-4-4201 MCA requires the City Council to determine by resolution or

ordinance the compensation of city employees,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Columbus, Montana,

as follows:

That the following wages and salaries paid to city employees for the fiscal year 2026-

2027 shall be as follows:
POSITION

Elected and Appointed
Mayor:

City Council:

City Court Judge:

Administrative/Finance
Clerk/Treasurer:

Deputy City Clerk:
Court Clerk:

Public Services

Director of Public Works:
Water/Sewer Superintendent:
Streets Labor:
Cemetery/Transfer Site Labor:
Utility Labor: Water/Sewer
Utility Labor Parks/Streets:
Seasonal Labor:

Police Department
Chief of Police:

Police Sergeant:

School Resource Officer:
Patrol Officer 1:

Patrol Officer 2:

Patrol Officer 3:
K9-Stipend:

Animal Control:
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AMOUNT

$600.00
$400.00
$719.52

$41.62
$28.26
$24.42

$44.79
$30.37
$29.00
$21.50
$25.00
$28.00
$21.00

$44.97
$38.68
$39.10
$33.37
$32.71
$30.22
$350.00
$21.63

FREQUENCY

per month
per month
per pay period

per hour
per hour
per hour

per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour

per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per hour
per month
per hour




EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE
A maximum of $1837.52 per month shall be paid by the employer for medical insurance.
Taxable Cash Benefit of $918.76 per month to employees waving all health insurance

benefits.

SAID RESOLUTION FINALLY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY A DULY
CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
MONTANA, AT A DULY CALLED MEETING THIS DAY OF , 2026.

Joseph Morse, Mayor
ATTEST:

Cherrie L McAlexander, Clerk/Treasurer
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The following Resolution was introduced by Council person . who moved its

adoption.

RESOLUTION No. 898-2026

RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, REORGANIZING
THE CAPITAL ACCOUNT STRUCTURE AND COMBINING CURRENT CAPITAL
ACCOUNTS

WHERE AS, the City will reorganize the Capital accounts to better serve the financial structure of the City.
The capital accounts will be combined into one central Capital Improvement Fund that will follow the city’s
capital improvement plan and funds will be budgeted according to the city’s CIP.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the following structure be adopted as follows:

Current Structure New Structure

4020 - Capital Parks 4120 — Capital Improvement Program (CIP)

4040 — Fire Truck Replacement

4060 — Police Car Replacement

4070 — Airport Construction

4100 — Capital Swimming Pool Repair
4109 — Capital Cemetery

4140 — Communication Equip./SCBA
4160 — Capital Trails/Sidewalks

4175 — Capital Building Fund

4180 — Capital Heavy Equipment

The Consolidation of funds will be done with a journal voucher entry in the city’s accounting
system after the auditors have closed the fiscal year out and all fund balances are accurate

as of June 30, 2026.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing RESOLUTION was seconded by
Councilperson and upon being put to a vote,
voted for;

voted against; and thereupon the Mayor declared the MOTION
passed and the RESOLUTION adopted.

Dated this day of , 2026.

Joseph Morse II, Mayor
ATTEST:

Cherrie McAlexander, City Clerk-Treasurer




Contractor’s Application For Payment

Owner's Project Number:

Owner: City of Columbus, MT

Engineer's Project Number:

Engineer: Inlerslate Engineering, Inc.

Contractor's Project Number:

Contraclor: Aaqua Drilling, Inc.
Project: Haritage Park South Well Project
Contract:  Cily of Columbus Heritage Park Soulh Well

5 Application Date: 6/26/2026
0 6/26/2026

Application No.:
Applicalion Period: From 6/1/2026

—_

1. ORIGINAL CONTRACT PRICE $ 281,083.58
2. Net change by Change Ordars $ 729,206,711
3. CURRENT CONTRACT PRICE (Lo 1 +2) $ 410,289.69
4. Total Work completed and material stored to date
(Column L Unit Prico Total) $ 305,387.54
5. RETAINAGE:
a. 5.0% x Work Completed $ 14,266.18
b. 5.0% x Stored Material & 1,003.20
¢. Total Retalnage (Lino 5.0+ 5.b) $ 15,269.38
6. SET-OFFS:
a. Direct Expenses {Roimbursablo) $ .
b. Direct Expenses (Non-Reimbursabic) $ -
¢. Total Dlrect Expenses (Line 6.a + 6.b) & -
7. AMOUNT ELIGIBLE TO DATE (Lino 4 Lina S.c - Ling 6.c) $ 290,118.16
8. LESS PREVIOUS PAYMENTS (Lino 7 from prior Applicatian) $ 144,208.57
9. GROSS AMOUNT DUE THIS APPLICATION $ 145,909.59
10. 1% MT GROSS RECEIPTS TAX $ 1,459.10
11, NET AMOUNT DUE THIS APPLICATION $ | 144,450.50 |
12, BALANCE TO FINISH + RETAINAGE(Line 3 - Line 4 + Line s¢) $ 120,171.53

Contractor's Certification

The undersigned Contractor certifies, lo the best of its knowledge, the following:
(1) All previous progress payments received from Owner on account of Work done under the Contract have been applied on account lo discharge

Conlraclor's legilimate obligations incurred in conneclion with the Work covered by prior Applications for Payment;
(2) Title lo all Work, malerials and equipment incorporated in said Work, or otherwise listed In or covered by this Application for Paymenlt, will pass
to Owner at time of payment free and clear of all Liens, securlty interests and encumbrances (except such as are covered by a bond acceptable to

Owner Indemnifying Owner against any such liens, securily inlerest or encumbrances); and
(3) All Work covered by this Application for Paymenl is in accordance with the Contract Documents and is not defaclive,

Contractor: Aaqua Drilling, Inc.

”
Signature; E/}’\’\b()wa‘__ Ldi?t-/\,\ pate: O /M/Z,@Z,(

Recommended bv Fnalneer: Approved by Owner: City of Columbus, MT
t o i

By: ol By:

Title: Travis Wesl, PE, RS Title: Mayor

Date: 6/26/2026 Date:

Approved by Funding Agency:

By: By:

Title: Title:

Dale: Date:

EJCDC C-620 Contraclor's Application for Payment
(c) 2018 Nalional Saciely of Prafassional Engineers for EJCDC, All righls reserved,




AAQUA DRILLING INC.
2639 Belknap Ave
Billings, MT 59101

4069623202
INVOICE # 14883

l N VO I C E DATE 06/19/2026

DUE DATE 06/29/2026
TERMS Net 10 days

BILL TO SHIP TO

City of Columbus City of Columbus
PO Box 549 45.6421, -109.2572
Columbus, MT 59019 E 1st Ave North

Columbus, MT 59019
PLEASE DETACH TOP PORTION AND RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT.

g _ UNIT i
ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY PRICE AMOUNT
Well Drilling Progress Bill 5; 1 128,495.63 128,495.63

S1-9 Reclamation

S2-3 Electrical Conductors & PVC Conduit
(Installed) (Installed)

S2-4 Submersible Pump & VFD (Installed)
86.96% of S2-5 Drop Pipe & Check Valve
34.09% of §2-6 HDPE Water Main Pipe (280 Ft
Installed)

75% of §2-9 Well Transducer & Display Panel
75% of S2-10 Reclamation

S2-18 VFD for Old Well (Delivered)

$2-20 Static Mixer (Delivered)

S2-23 Protective Well Cover (Delivered)
$2-25 Chlorinator (Delivered)

§2-26 Gemini Chlorine Tank (Delivered)

UBTOTAL 128,495.63

Ways to pay TAX 0.00

(#poy] cea) @D | Vish | sn | s veamo TOTAL 128,495.63
=y e BALANCE DUE

Al e piii $1 28,495'63

A service charge of .833% per month will be charged on all amounts 30 days past due. Annual rate Is 10%
We Impose a 3% surcharge on all credit card transactions. Thls is not greater than our cost of acceptance.

Intuit Global Privacy Statement https/fwww.Intuit.com/privacy/statement/
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AAQUA DRILLING INC.

2639 Belknap Ave
Billings, MT 59101
4069623202
BILLTO SHIP TO
City of Columbus City of Columbus
PO Box 549 45.6421, -109.2572
Columbus, MT 59019 E 1st Ave North
Columbus, MT 59019
PLEASE DETACH TOP PORTION AND RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT.
ITEM DESCRIPTION Qry
Waell Drilling Progress Bill 6: 1
5.46% of 52-6 HDPE Water Main Pipe (280 Ft
Installed)
25% of S2-9 Well Transducer & Display Panel
S2-12 6" Butterfly Valve
66.67% of 82-13 Labor for 6" Butterfly Valve
66.67% of $2-14 6" Iron Elbow Fitting
33.338% of S2-15 Labor for 6" Iron Elbow Fitting
16.67% of $2-16 6" Iron Pipe
16.67% of 82-17 Labor for 6" Iron Pipe
75% of §2-19 Labor for Variable Speed Drive
(Existing Sub Pump)
$2-21 Labor for Static Mixer
SUBTOTAL
Ways to pay TAX
@_ s - BALANCE DUE

~ Viewand pay':

INVOICE # 14947
DATE 06/29/2026
DUE DATE 07/09/2026
TERMS Net 10 days

UNIT
PRICE

25,093.41  25,093.41

AMOUNT

25,093.41
0.00
25,093.41

$25,093.41

A service charge of .833% per month will be charged on all amounts 30 days past due. Annual rate is 10%

We impose a 3% surcharge on all credit card transactions. This s not greater than our cost of acceptance.

Intuit Global Privacy Statement https/www.intuit.com/privacy/statement/




