MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD JULY 6, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse began the

COUNCIL

PRESENT meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick

OFFICERS White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waitner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes.
Staff members present were City Judge Lee Cornell, Chief of Police Aaron

PRESENT Uecker, Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire (via zoom), City Attorney Ryan
Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON Joel Moranton and Charlie Denison

PUBLIC HEARING NONE

MINUTES The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the

APPROVED June 15, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Kelly Ault; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion
passed.
The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
June 15, 2026, Budget Work Session meeting, and if there were any additions,
deletions, or corrections. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the minutes of
the Budget Work Session meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 2™ half of June were presented to the Council. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten. Kelly asked if Air Controls has always serviced city hall and if we have
looked into anyone local. Cherrie explained that Air Controls installed all the
infrastructure when city hall was built and has always done repairs and
maintenance because they know the systems really well. Danen asked if the
police department gets bids for tires from all the tire shops in town before they
replace tires. Aaron replied yes. Danen asked about an invoice from IGA for ice
and if we are spending that much money on ice every month maybe the city
should look into buying an ice machine. Cherrie explained that the invoice is not
forice it is actually for water refills for the water cooler for the police department.
She stated that the city is moving to Culligan for a new water cooler and will
save the city money each month. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

PRESENTATION OF NONE

PETITIONS AND

COMMUNICATIONS

FIRE DISTRICT The Columbus Fire District #3 Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a
report.

POLICE . . 3
The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Danen asked about why the

city’s citations for the police department have been going down every year, but
the number of calls for the police department has been going up. Aaron and the
Judge both explained.
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PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

The Public Works Director was present (via zoom) and provided a report. Kelly
asked if there was an update on the pool. Peyton said all he had was the memo
from the engineers on the splash pad and should be getting an update on the
pool in a few weeks. Danen asked about the lines that Peyton said he would be
painting for parking in front of the Whistle Stop. He stated that he was told it
would be done weeks ago. Peyton said he has been short an employee, but it is

on the priority list.
The City Attorney was present and provided a report.

The City Judge was present and provided a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

DISCLOSURE OF
CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST AND EX
PARTE
COMMUNICATION

Dennis stated that he had talked to Rick and Danen over the weekend.

COMMITTEE_
REPORTS- ™

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Second Reading of Ordinance 376 - Amending the City's Solid Waste Ordinance.
Cole Waltner made a motion to waive the reading, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll
call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed. Tim Mayo made a motion to
approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick. Danen and Dennis both stated that if
someone in the city is not using the service why would we charge them. Danen
and Dennis both stated that the city should charge a different fee for someone
that is not using the service. There was discussion on rates, ordinance, and
collection of containers and other solid waste topics. Roll call for vote, Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes voted no.
Tim Mayo voted yes. Motion did not pass.

Approval of Resolution 896-2026 - Establishing Wages and Salaries for City
Employees for FY26/27. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the resolution,
seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayor and Rick White voted yes. Dennis Holten Abstained. Motion

passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Resolution 898-2026 - Combining Capital Accounts. Cole Waltner
made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Kelly Ault. Rick White
stated that he did not fully understand the resolution. The mayor explained the
purpose of the resolution. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.
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Approval of Pay Application #5 for the Heritage Well Project for $144,450.50.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Danen
Johannes. Rick asked if we were satisfied with the work on the project. Peyton
replied yes. Kelly asked if there would be more pay applications for this
project. Cherrie replied yes. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Joel asked if the spraying that was happening late at night was for mosquitoes.
Tim replied yes. Joel stated that the chamber is working on getting a passenger
train stop in Columbus and if anyone was interested in helping to reach out to
him. Kelly asked how the chamber was doing. Joel stated good but the store
front was a little slow.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:08 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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