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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 15, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

[ The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse started the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes.
Staff members present were Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City
Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander. Columbus Fire

District Chief Rich Cowger was present.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Sarah Peters, Jon and Lev Ott, Kiley Frank, Traci Osborne, Dustin and Owen
Douglas and Joel Moranton

PUBLIC HEARING

Amending the city’s Solid Waste ordinance. The mayor opened the public hearing
at 7:00pm. There was no comment and hearing was closed.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
June 1, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten,
Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Kelly Ault abstained
from voting. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of June 2026 was presented to the Council. Rick
White made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1% half of June was presented to the Council. Cole Waltner
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF NONE

PETITIONS AND

COMMUNICATIONS

FIRE DEPT. The Fire Chief was present and provided a report. Kelly asked about Park City
consolidating with Columbus Fire District. Rich explained.

SROLICE The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC WORKS The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Kelly asked about
a “kick off” meeting and if it was for the pool. Peyton said yes and explained it
was a meeting with the engineers and should have something for council at the
next meeting. Tim asked about a meeting that Peyton was trying to organize.
Peyton said it was with Dennis and Cole for the water and sewer committee.
Rick asked how soon people could start to see something happening at the pool,
so they know we are making progress. Peyton said hopefully in a couple months.

ATTORNEY The City Attorney was present and provided a report. Ryan stated that the
criminal cases have doubled in the last month.

CITY JUDGE The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
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CLERK-TREASURER

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. She reminded council |
that the next council meeting will be the new start time of 6:30pm. Cole asked
if we have to pay the $10,000 for the Downtown Revitalization Plan Grant.
Cherrie said yes, if it is awarded. Cole asked if this is a required plan that the
city must have, like the growth plan. Cherrie replied no.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Second reading of Ordinance 374 - Nemont Franchise Agreement. Cole
Waltner made a motion to waive the reading of the agreement, seconded by
Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed. Dennis
made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for
vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Second reading of Ordinance 375 - Motorized Vehicles at Itch-Kep-Pe Park.
Dennis Holten made a motion to waive the reading, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick White, roll
cali for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault
and Danen Johannes, all yea votes.

Approval of Resolution 897-2026 approving the City of Columbus’ application
to the USDA Grant and authorizing application preparation. Tim Mayo made a
motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Rick White. Tim asked if this
was for the $10,000 grant. Cherrie said yes. Cole stated that part of his issue
with this grant is we already have a Chamber of Commerce that is looking for
grants and doing a lot of this work already. He is not sure if this is a good
expenditure of city funds to have another entity doing the same work. Joel
Moranton stated that the Chamber has not got to the Downtown stuff yet, but
he does have his pulse on what they are doing. He is letting the Beartooth
RC&D (which is amazing he states) handle things right now. He said that the
Downtown does need a lot of work. The mayor explained that the grant is for a
total of $50,000 with $10,000 funds from the city, Cole asked if we have to
pay $10,000 to get the process started. Cherrie said no, if we are approved
the city will have to pay all $50,000 upfront and seek reimbursement for
$40,000. Cole asked if there was a grant writing fee that the city is paying
RC&D. Cherrie said no. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Pay Application No. 4 for the Heritage Well Project for $41,196.06.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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Approval of Resolution 896-2026 - Establishing Wages and Salaries for
FY26/27. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by
Dennis Holten. Tim stated that Dennis has a request but was not sure how to
go about it. He wants the 4 departments to have their own separate wage
resolutions. This would help with portions of wages that are not agreed on.
Tim said Dennis can explain it better. Dennis stated that they don't like this set
up and if they should just say no to it or do we discuss what we would like to
see. Ryan said that Dennis should state what he wants to see so it is on
record. Dennis said he would like to see a 2.8% cola across the board this year
for all employees other than the police that have a bargaining agreement. He
would also like to see columns that show cola, longevity and merit raise totals
and a different resolution for elected/appointed, administration/finance, public
services/police and public works department. Ryan asked Dennis what he
thinks the benefit of that would be. Dennis stated that it would help discuss
certain aspects of each one, if there was something we didn't like it would
narrow it down. Dennis asked Ryan if that was a problem. Ryan said he would
look into it, but what he can vision is other resolutions being under more
scrutiny than others which could cause a problem. Cole stated he didn’t know
if it makes sense to reject the entire resolution if we only have a hang up on a
few departments that we are just looking to get more information on. Cole said
it's a lot of work to do all this finance and budget stuff and it might be a lot
easier on administration to have separate resolutions. Cherrie stated it would
be more work for her to have to create separate resolutions for each
department. Ryan stated that he doesn’t think that separate resolutions are
necessary, but maybe a round table about this before the resolution is
presented would help. Council agreed. The mayor said it would be like a work
session to go over some of these things. He is hearing that the council would
like justification for certain increases or non-increases, but this is something
that we need to be very careful about. Council has budgetary control under the
policy that council came up with, the department heads have a lot of that input
too. If a supervisor sets a raise and the employee, supervisor and mayor are
good with it but then council says no. What is the council saying no to, the
budgetary expenditure or the amounts. The mayor said this is where the
difficulty comes in, especially if you make different resolutions and you are
picking on one department. Ryan stated that the way this policy was drafted,
all the raises are tied to the employee evaluation. The evaluations are done by
supervisor with review of the mayor. So, if council is asking for justification of
the raises, they are almost second guessing the supervisor and mayor. The
policy was followed and that is how I see it going for this year, Tim said that
he liked what the mayor said about a work session to discuss this. There was
discussion on how to table this for another meeting. Cole Walter made a
motion to table the resolution and set a work session prior to the July 6t
council meeting, seconded by Dennis Holten: roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

First Reading of Ordinance 376 -~ Amending the City’s Solid Waste Ordinance.
Tim Mayo made a motion to waive the reading of the ordinance, seconded by
Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
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Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick White.
Dennis said that everyone already knows how he feels about this. He does not
like the idea of charging someone for a service they are not using. Roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Dennis Holten voted no. Motion passed.

Pay application approval for Morrison Maierle. Total amount of $24,037.90.
($3166.86 95% FAA, $83.34 5% City/County) CR Contracting Total amount of
$20,704.36. ($19,669.14 95% FAA, $1,035.22 5% City/County). Dennis made
a motion to approve the application, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Certificate of Substantial Completion for Pavement Maintenance
project. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the certificate, seconded by
Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of appointment for Ted Stough to the Airport Board for a 4-year
term. Rick White made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by
Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Kelly Ault and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the 5-year capital improvement plan for the City/County Airport.
Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Tim Mayo. Cole
asked if this would have any effect on the Airport Authority when and if it
happens. Rich replied no. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Kelly Ault, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes, Motion
passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Kelly discussed the option of adding a slash pad next to the pool. She asked if
it would be possible to apply for a grant for next year or how to go about this.
Peyton said that the current grant the city has for the pool may have the option
to add more money to complete a splash pad. He said other cities have done
this and received more funding. Peyton said if this is something council wants
to do then he needs to know sooner than later. There was discussion on the
option of a splash pad and pool renovation. The council was in agreeance to
have Peyton look into adding a splash pad to the pool renovation project. Kelly
talked with the garbage truck driver, and he asked her to see about getting the
trees and bushes trimmed down the city alleyways. Peyton said he has spoken
to the garbage people as well and per city ordinance it is the responsibility of
the homeowner. Peyton said he is supposed to be receiving a list of addresses
and when he does, he will contact the property owners. Rick asked if we want
to set a date for the roundtable on the Wage Resolution. Tim said it will be before
the next meeting at 5:30pm. Cherrie let the council know that what ever
decisions are made at the meeting for the Wage Resolution they will not be

voted on until July 20* meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Joe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:39 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes,
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