MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD June 1, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Joe Morse began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner and Danen Johannes. Staff
members present were City Judge Lee Cornell, Chief of Police Aaron Uecker,
Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis (via zoom),
and Clerk-Treasure Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Myrna Lastusky, Drea Obert, Kathy Grotbo, Pam Aumueller, Silas Vesbach,
Domonic Calderon, Max Powell, Lukas Vesbach, Kelley Vesbach, Dan Vesbach,
Linda Halstead-Achary, Sarah Peters, Jodi Wantulok, and Grady Olsen

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing on amending Ordinance 12.28.010. The mayor opened the public
hearing at 7:00pm and asked if there was any public comment. There was no
public comment and the hearing was closed. Mayor opened the next Public
Hearing at 7:01pm to codify the Nemont Franchise Agreement. There was no
public comment and the hearing was closed.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
May 18, 2026, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Cole Waltner a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Danen Johannes; roll call for vote, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Cole Waltner and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Rick White abstained

from voting. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 2" half of May were presented to the Council. Rick White
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis
Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Myrna Lastusky with the Beartooth RC&D presented a letter to the council
requesting the city to provide matching funds for a grant that would provide a
revitalization plan for Columbus downtown. There were some discussion and
Dennis and Cole both expressed that they think this would be a good idea.

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

The Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a report.
The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton asked for
dates and times the water/sewer committee members would be available for a
meeting. Peyton discussed the new hours for the transfer site on Wednesdays.
Dennis mentioned the A&M trailer court and expressed to Peyton that we need
to work with them because the problems out there are from years ago. Danen
asked about the parking lines that were to be painted on Pike Ave and when
that will get done. Peyton said work will be complete in the next couple weeks.
Dennis stated that he has comments about the solid waste ordinance revisions
that Peyton had in his report. He has some concerns about the mandatory use
and cost. The ordinance revisions look like we are going to charge whether they
are using the service or not. Dennis disagrees with this and can only see
charging an admin fee. Dennis talked about the rates and admin costs. Peyton
said the ordinance mirrors in a sense the water and sewer charges. Dennis
stated there is a reason for that because we must maintain infrastructure for
water and sewer, we don’t for garbage. Peyton discussed the constant issues
with picking up and redelivering cans and the administrative nightmare for a
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$20 per month charge. Dennis stated that the ordinance states that the cans
will not be picked up anymore. He also stated that when the trash is not getting
picked up, Mackenzie does not charge the city. Cherrie stated that if the city is
no longer picking up the cans how are we supposed to know who is using the
trash service or not. Dennis asked if there was a list of properties we were talking
about and if they would get notices about this ordinance change or individual
letters. Peyton said yes. Dennis stated he doesn't like charging people for

something they aren't using.

ATTORNEY The City Attorney was present and provided a report.

CITY JUDGE The City Judge was present and provided a report.

CLERK-TREASURER The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. Cherrie reminded
council that there will be a budget work session before the next council meeting
on June 15t at 6pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

DISCLOSURE OF NONE

CONFLICTS OF

INTEREST AND EX

PARTE

COMMUNICATION

COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED NONE

BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS Approval of revisions to the City’s Procurement policy. Dennis Holten made a

motion to approve the revisions, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote
Danen Johannes, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all

yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of User Agreement for Carbon Stillwater Adult Co-Ed Softball League.
Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Tim
Mayo; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

First reading of Ordinance 374 — Nemont Franchise Agreement. Tim Mayo
made a motion to waive the reading of the ordinance, seconded by Cole
Waitner; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner
and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed. Tim Mayo made a motion
to approve the ordinance, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote Danen
Johannes, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

First reading of Ordinance 375 - Motorized Vehicles at Itch-Kep-Pe Park. Tim
Mayo made a motion to waive the reading of the ordinance, seconded by Cole
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Waltner; roll call for vote Danen Johannes, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis
Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed. Cole Waltner made a
motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Rick White. Tim asked if there
would be new signs posted for this ordinance. Peyton said yes. Roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner and Danen Johannes,

all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Dan Vesbach stated that this was the third year in a row that we have been here
concerning the pool and the last two years we were told the pool was going to
be closed and we got it open. He stated that this pool is very important to a
community of this size. There is not much to do in this community, and he gets
kids in his office all the time telling him their favorite thing to do in the summer
is going to the pool. He is really disappointed with the way this has gone. Dan
said there was a Friends of the Pool group that got put together last year that
was looking at getting some volunteers to help with anything going on with the
pool and getting some funding put together. The Friends of the Pool were waived
off and told that it was not needed and here we are with the pool being closed.
Dan stated again that he is really disappointed in the effort that was put forth
and wants to know what the plans are moving forward. Dan said that if we just
went out for bid for engineering that takes time. Tim holds up the plan that was
put together by the engineers last year. Tim stated that we have been trying to
keep the pool open for the last three years with the leaks and we did. Peyton
tried to fill the pool and get the chemicals to the proper levels for swimming,
but it was not reachable. The plan was already in play to completely renovate
the pool at the end of this season. If we can't keep the pool water at the proper
level and the chemicals safe, we can’t open the pool. Dan Vesbach talked about
the chemicals in the pool and stated that he wants to make sure things are
moving forward. Tim stated we are moving forward and we are doing the best
we can and are doing renovations that will last for 40 years. Tim stated that he
agrees that the pool is very important to this community, but sometimes
unforeseeable things happen, but we are doing the best we can to make sure
the pool is ready for next summer. Dan stated that he appreciates all efforts put
into the pool. Dennis stated that he is disappointed with the closing of the pool
and that he has been dealing with this pool for over 30 years. We need to focus
on getting the pool done by June of next year. We need to push the engineers,
get it bid, get it done. Kathy Grotbo stated that she is hard of hearing and did
not hear much but wanted to know if there was a plan in place. Kathy said that
she heard that the plan was to muddle through this year and start the full
renovation in August so everything would be.ready for next summer. Dennis
stated that is still the plan, but the muddling through this year is not in the plan
anymore. The mayor stated with the pool not being open this season we are
trying to speed up the process and get the renovations started sooner. The
mayor stated that he has talked to quite a few people and there is definitely
support for the pool and he appreciates that and he knows that the council
supports that also. Tim Mayo thanked everyone for coming.

ADJOURNMENT

loe Morse requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to adjourn

at 7:35 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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