MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD November 17, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Chief of Police Aaron Uecker, Public
Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-
Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Joe Morse, Raean and Beau Bilbrey, Mike Cash, Brenda Kircher, Forrest
Mandeville, Kevin Mitchum and Kelly Ault

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing on the Conditional Use Permit for signage at the Town Pump. The
mayor opened the meeting and asked if there was any public comment three
times. There was no public comment, and the meeting was closed at 7:01 pm.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
November 3, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions,
or corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes,
Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of November 2025 was presented to the Council.
Rick White made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1t half of November was presented to the Council. Tim
Mayo made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roli call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Discussion on the need for new Dash Cameras for all police vehicles for the
Police Department. Aaron discussed that if the Council wanted to look at the 10-
year option an RFP would be required. Any service agreements over $80,000
require an RFP per the city procurement policy. After a brief discussion the
Council agreed that they would like to look at the 10-year option and move

forward with the RFP.

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

The Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a report.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Aaron discussed wanting to
purchase a new police vehicle every 2 years and would like to start budgeting

for this.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Bob Fitzgerald
asked about the parking spot lines that were approved to be painted on Pike
Ave. Peyton stated that depending on the weather the lines may not get painted
until spring. Dennis Holten mentioned Oak Creations and some water line issues
that Peyton had discussed in his report. Dennis stated that this happened a very
long time ago and did not want the property owners to be blamed for the issues.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
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CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report,

DISCLOSURE OF
CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST AND EX
PARTE
COMMUNICATION

NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of the Special Use Permit for the Parade of Lights on December 5,
2025 - this permit is for the parade itself. Dennis Holten made a motion to
approve the permit, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes,
all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Special Use Permit for the Parade of Lights Booth on December
5, 2025 - this permit is for a booth at Railroad Park organized by Beartooth
Bible Church. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by
Tim Mayo; roll call for vote Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Conditional Use Permit allowing additional signage on the new
Town Pump building subject to the conditions listed in the staff report. Forrest
Mandeville discussed the staff report. The mayor asked what the total number
of signs would be on the building. A representative from Town Pump said 4
signs on each side. Danen asked if the signs would be lit. The Town Pump
representative said yes. Dennis asked if there would be a new standing signs.
The Town Pump representative said the current standing signs would get a
facelift but no new ones. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the permit
with the conditions that are listed in the Staff Report, seconded by Rick White;
roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 887-2025 authorizing the submittal of the MCEP
Infrastructure Planning Grant Application. Cole Waltner made a motion to
approve the resolution, seconded by Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote Danen
Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Change Order No. 1 for the UV Project to increase the contract
price by $7,328.04. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the change order,
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passed.

Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Dennis Holten voted no. Motion passed.

Approval of the re-appointment of William Pronovost to the City Police

Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

votes. Motion passed.

Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Construction Agreement between the City and Heart 7
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seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald,
Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

Approval of the Ground Lease Agreement between the City of Columbus and
the Stillwater Mining Company - add Airport Board to paragraph 41g. Dennis
Holten made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Rick White; roll
call for vote Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis

Approval of Work Change Directive No. 3 for the Heritage Well Project to begin
drilling. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the directive, seconded by
Tim Mayo; roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,

Approval of the re-appointment of Dennis Holten to the Board of Adjustment
for a three-year term starting 1/1/26. Bob Fitzgerald made a motion to
approve the re-appointment, seconded by Danen Johannes; roll call for vote
Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo and Rick White,

Commission for a three-year term starting 1/1/26. Rick White made a motion
to approve the re-appointment, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen

Approval of the re-appointment of Terry Nystul to the City-County Planning
Board for a two-year term starting 1/1/26. Dennis Holten made a motion to
approve the re-appointment, seconded by Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote
Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and

Approval of the re-appointment of Terry Nystul to the Board of Adjustment for
a three-year term starting 1/1/26. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the
re-appointment, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis
Holten, Tim Mayo, Coie Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea

Approval of the Memorandum of Understanding between Stillwater County and
the City of Columbus for Disaster and Emergency Services. Bob Fitzgerald
made a motion to approve the memorandum, seconded by Danen Johannes;
roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob

Enterprises LLC for Itch-Kep-Pe water line repair in the amount of $59,427.50.
Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Tim
Mayo. Dennis asked what fund this repair would be paid from. Peyton said the
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Parks Fund. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner,
Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Construction Agreement between the City and Heart 7
Enterprises LLC for various service line and valve replacements not to exceed
$50,000.00. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the agreement,
seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole

Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion
passed.

Approval of the purchase of a Ford F150 for the Police Department in the
amount of $40,085.00. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the purchase,
seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Brenda Kircher with the PAWS organization in town stated that her organization
has been running the concessions at Granite Peak the last few seasons. She said
they have put in a tremendous amount of work cleaning the concession building.
She asked who the proper person or process is to request some improvements
be made to the building. Peyton stated that he would be happy to meet with her
at the concession building and discuss how the city can help. Brenda also asked
about restrooms and if there could be more porta potties added to the park.
Brenda also commented on the Pool and wanted to know if there were any more
improvements planned for the pool, specifically the kiddy pool and a shade area.
Peyton discussed some inexpensive options that he would look into. Peyton gave
Brenda his phone number and they plan on meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to
adjourn at 7:40 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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WEBB MANDEVILLE, MAYOR

CHERRIE L MCALERANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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