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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD November 3, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL
PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Fire Chief Rich Cowger, Police Chief
Aaron Uecker, Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan
Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Nick Pancheau, Joe Morse, Craig Dalton, Russ Dewell, Forrest Mandeville, Guy
Martin, Patty and Lance Sundberg, Casey Klasna, Daniel Palmer and Charlie

Denison.

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing for a Zone Change request from Columbus School District for land
located NE of the intersection of E 4" Ave N and 11" Street N. The mayor opened
the hearing at 7:00 pm and asked if there was any public comment. Russ Dewell
stated that he was a resident of the city and representing the trustees of the
School Board. He appreciated all the work that has been done on the project
and wanted to make sure everyone understood that this is not just about the
bus barn project but what projects will be done once the bus barn is moved. Guy
Martin stated that he didn't have a problem with the bus barn project but rather
the location of where the bus barn will be located. He stated that there will be
all kinds of traffic at 6:30 in the morning disrupting the neighborhood. Guy
stated that this project will affect property taxes. He feels that the far end of the
property by the storage units would be a better location for the project. The
mayor asked if there was any other public comment two times before closing

the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
October 20, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions,
or corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes,
Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 2" half of October was presented to the Council. Tim
Mayo made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

NONE

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

The Fire Chief was present and provided a report.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Danen asked about the cost
of the dash cameras and if the cost was yearly or a lump sum. Aaron stated that
the cost is yearly for 5 or 10 years. Danen asked if there were any additional
costs that were not mentioned in the quotes. Aaron stated no, all expenses are

included in the quotes.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton asked
council for some suggestions for the spring/fall clean up situation that is
happening at the transfer site. Residents are dumping all kinds of things, and
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD November 3, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

the bins get full and then stuff gets dumped on the ground. The city does not
have the ability to move the bins around when they are full. Peyton stated that
it is a free for all and everything you can image is getting dumped. Dennis stated
that he would like Peyton to look into ways to improve the situation. Dennis
stated he didn't want to ruin it for everyone, but something must change. Rick
asked if Leo had any suggestions since he is the one that watches all the
dumping. Peyton said he hadn't spoken to him about it but is planning to. Dennis
asked if it is only city residents that are dumping. Peyton said that Leo is
supposed to be checking. Tim asked about the wells that were drilled by the
mine without the city’s permission and $160,000 annual loss of city revenue.
Tim asked if the water from the wells would still go into the sewer system.
Peyton stated that there is another issue with the mine. He cannot get them to
provide as-builts that would help Peyton know exactly where the water would
go. Peyton stated that he has added a flow meter to the manhole to try to help
figure things out. (please review recording for a more detailed explanation).

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. She mentioned that

there are several board position terms expiring at the end of the year and if
anyone is interested in volunteering on one of these boards to reach out to her

for information.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

NONE

DISCLOSURE OF
CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST AND EX
PARTE
COMMUNICATION

NONE

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of estimate from KB Construction LLC for the replacement of doors at
Heritage Park for $7,400.00. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the
estimate, seconded by Danen Johannes. Cole Waltner asked if there would be
any restitution coming from any possible charges. Aaron stated that all
paperwork has been filled out and turned in. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes,
Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Work Change Directive No. 2 for the Heritage Park Well Project. Cole
Waltner made a motion to approve the directive, seconded by Dennis Holten;
roll call for vote Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD November 3, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

Approval of Pay Application No. 1 in the amount of $4,800.00 for the Heritage
Park Well Project. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the pay application,
seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald,
Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

Approval of the request for a Zone Change by the Columbus School District for
property located northeast of the intersection of E 4th Ave N and 11th St N in
Columbus. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the Zone Change, seconded by
Danen Johannes; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo,
Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Conditional approval of the request for Annexation from the Columbus School
Board for property - legal description - Tract 1-B of C.0.S. 340727 located in
the SE % of Section 22, T. 02 S., R. 20 E., PMM, Stillwater County, Montana
(NE of intersection of E 4th Ave N and 11th St N). Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the request, seconded by Cole Waltner. Dennis asked if the
documents provided were the annexation plan or is there a draft of the
annexation plan. Forrest replied that there was a draft annexation plan
submitted with the annexation request, there was some back and forth with
the plan, but council should have a copy of the most current draft. Dennis
stated that he didn't have a copy. Cherrie replied that the draft annexation
plan was not provided to the council. Forrest stated that there were some
recommendations for annexation on page three of the memorandum. Ryan
stated that there will be an annexation plan presented to council for approval
at a later date. Forrest explained that if approved tonight it would be up to the
applicant to finalize the annexation plan and bring back to the council for final
approval by resolution. Dennis asked if they would have plenty of time to
review the annexation plan. Ryan stated that there will be a review before the
approval of the annexation plan via resolution. Forrest mentioned that
recommendation number two is something that is still being worked through.
Tim asked what was the deciding factor that made them put it in the upper
corner. Forrest stated that it had to do with soil issues and building in the far
corner would require a well-designed foundation. Dennis asked if the city
received any written comments. Cherrie stated no. Roll call for vote, Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON NONE
THE AGENDA
ADJOURNMENT Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

adjourn at 7:25 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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