MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD October 6, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council members present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes. Staff
members present were Fire Chief Rich Cowger, Police Chief Aaron Uecker, Public
Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-
Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Kelly Ault, there were others present but did not sign the attendance sheet

PUBLIC HEARING

NONE

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
September 15, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions,
deletions, or corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes
of the regular meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen
Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 29 half of September was presented to the Council. Danen
Johannes made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Cole
Waltner; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Cole Waltner, Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

The mayor swore in the David Hankins, the new Police Officer,

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

The Fire Chief was present and provided a report. Cole Waltner asked about the
fire engine that the department was trying to buy a while back and if it sold.
Rich stated no and that the reserve was never met. Rich stated that it will

probably come back up for auction again.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Aaron let council know that
he was getting quotes on new cameras for police cars and the cost will be around

$10,000.00 per year.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton discussed
the parking situation on pike and that they could do 30-degree angled parking.
He stated that this will give better visibility. Peyton stated he would paint the
parking spaces. Bob asked how many parking spaces would go in that area.
Peyton said around 14 spaces for every 250 feet. There was discussion between
the council about the 30-degree parking. It was decided that Peyton would move
forward with painting the parking spaces. Bob thanked Peyton for all his work
on the parking situation. Dennis stated that he would still like to see the road
get straightened out at some point and curbs installed down to Second Street.

Peyton stated he would reach out to BNSF.
The City Attorney was present and provided a report.

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
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The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. Cole asked about the

CLERK-TREASURER
food trucks operating in the city without a permit. Cherrie stated that there are
several food trucks in town that do not have their permits. Rick asked who was
responsible for policing that. Dennis stated that it used to be public works.
Cherrie said that the city ordinance states that the council is supposed to appoint
an enforcement officer. Peyton stated that Cassidy had given him a list, and he
would talk with the food truck vendors if he saw them. Cherrie stated that the
city sends letters to the food truck vendors letting them know their permit has
expired but for new food trucks there is nothing she can do. Rick asked what
the permit cost. Cherrie replied $100.00. The mayor asked if anyone was
concerned about the 182 unlicensed animals in town. Dennis stated that he had
a few pass away so that number should be less.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

DISCLOSURE OF NONE

CONFLICTS OF

INTEREST AND EX

PARTE

COMMUNICATION

COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED NONE

BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS Approval of Resolution 885-2025 Authorizing Application for Land & Water

Conservation Fund Assistance. Dennis made a motion to approve the resolution,
seconded by Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald,
Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of changes to the city’s Personnel Policy section 20A.0 Medical Benefits
and 28 Pay Grade and Compensation Plan. Cole Waltner made a motion to
approve the changes, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes.

Motion passed.

Approval of the Interlocal Agreement between the city and county for use of
court facilities. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the agreement,
seconded by Danen Johannes. Rick asked what the reason was for this
agreement. Ryan explained that the county was remodeling their court room so
there are several dates the county will need to use the city court room. Roll call
for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Notice of Award for the AMR Meter Replacement Project for Option
1 Cellular Meters. Dennis made a motion to approve the notice of award with
option 1, seconded by Rick White. Dennis asked if there was money available
for this. Peyton stated yes it was budgeted. Dennis asked if there was a
market for the old meters. Peyton stated yes. Dennis asked if there would be a
rate increase for the cellular option. Peyton said no. Dennis stated that he

would really like to see the old meters get sold. Cole asked if the cellular has
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the same warranty plan. Peyton said yes. Rick asked how the city was going to
notify the customers that we are changing out their meter. Peyton said he will
be making door hangers, doing some door knocking, calling and coordinating
with business. Peyton said starting the project this fall is the best time. Cherrie
stated that the city budgeted for the meters but did not budget for the cellular
portion. Peyton stated the cellular is $.35 per meter per month for the first
year and $1.00 per meter thereafter. Peyton stated that we did the math, and
the city will be saving some money by not having to have someone manually
read the meters. Cherrie agreed and added that it will save Cassidy time as
well. Rick asked if there would be an announcement in the paper about this
project. Peyton said yes. The mayor suggested adding something to the city
website and Cherrie stated that we can add something to the utility bill cards.
Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Change Order for the Chip Seal Project - $50,252.00 project cost
increase. Dennis made a motion to approve the change order, seconded by
Bob Fitzferald. Rick asked when the work was going to be completed. Peyton
stated that part of the project will start now, and the reset will be done in the
spring. Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner,
Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON NONE
THE AGENDA
ADJOURNMENT Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

adjourn at 7:26 p.m. seconded by Cole Waltner, roll call all yea votes.
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EBB MANDEV/LLE, MAYOR
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CHERRIE L MCALEXANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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