MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD August 18, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL
PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Chief of Police Aaron Uecker, Public
Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-

Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Joe Morse, Joel Morantan, Bill Calovis, Justin and Ashley Wayland, Charlie
Denison and Marilyn Short

PUBLIC HEARING

There was a public hearing on a budget amendment for FY24/25. Public hearing
was opened at 7:00 pm. The mayor called for any public comment twice. There
was no public comment, and the public hearing was closed at 7:01 pm.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
August 4, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob
Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion
passed. Tim Mayo abstained from voting.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of August 2025 was presented to the Council.
Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Tim
Mayo; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1%t half of August was presented to the Council. Dennis
Holten made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Rick
White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim
Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Bill Carlovis and Marilyn Short presented $550.00 of donations they received
from the music weekend that was held at Itch-Kep-Pe Park the second weekend
in August. Bill said everyone had a great weekend and would like to see the
donation go towards the park. Bill stated there are some picnic tables that could

be replaced.

Bob Fitzgerald gave a presentation about the traffic hazard on the north side of
the highway between Absarokee-Beartooth dental office and Whistle Stop Café.
Bob provided some handouts for the council and gave three potential courses of
action. Rick White asked if anyone had talked to the business in the area. Bob
said no. Dennis Holten agreed with Bob and thinks the best course of action
would be realigning the highway and restriping. Dennis stated that he didn't
think the cost would be very much. Cole Waltner stated that he has heard
several citizens talk about the parking hazard in that area. The mayor stated
that Peyton would look into the cost. Peyton stated it would be an agreement
with MDT to change the parking to parallel, unless we plan on changing the
roadway then things get a bit more difficult. Dennis stated he was not too keen
on the parallel parking idea. The mayor stated that there would need to be a
public hearing about changing the parking. The council all agreed that they
would like to move forward by trying to get the highway realigned and restriped.

FIRE DEPT.

The Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a report.
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The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Danen asked if Aaron had

POLICE
looked into the grant that is available to help fund a new police officer. Aaron
responded no because it was discussed in a past council meeting that the city
had already received that grant.

PUBLIC WORKS The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton mentioned
lights being shot out at Itch-Kep-Pe Park and he was working on replacing them.
Cole asked if there was a way to mark the campsites better, so people are not
parking campers in the grass and in unauthorized areas. Peyton responded that
we can probably do something about it.

ATTORNEY The City Attorney was present and provided a report. Tim Mayo asked Ryan
about the 40 feet of land the mine was approaching the city about purchasing
or leasing. Ryan explained the location and the mines plans for the property.
Ryan stated that he suggested that the mine speak with the airport board first.
Danen asked if Ryan had had a chance to look at green areas for city dumps or
a place where citizens could donate items to keep them out of landfills. Ryan
stated that he has not got to that yet but will put it on his to do list.

CITY JUDGE The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

CLERK-TREASURER The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.

DISCLOSURE OF NONE

CONFLICTS OF

INTEREST AND EX

PARTE

COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED Budget - Cherrie provided a complete copy of the Preliminary Budget. The

BUSINESS mayor asked if anyone had any questions. Dennis stated that there were some
pretty good raises this year and he didn't see them reflected in the budget.
Cherrie said they are all in there.

NEW BUSINESS Approval of Resolution 880-2025 to amend the city’s budget for FY24/25.

Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Bob
Fitzgerald; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 881-2025 to sell old equipment to the highest
responsible bidder. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the resolution,
seconded by Rick White. Tim Mayo asked if the items do not sell what will
happen. Peyton stated that the items will be scrapped. Roll call for vote, Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.
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Approval of Skylar Steele to be appointed to the Police Commission for a term
of three years. Rick White made a motion to approve the appointment,
seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole
Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

Approval of Professional Services Agreement between the city and Tru Pipe
Inc. in the amount not to exceed $35,000 for cleaning and inspecting sewer
lines. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by
Bob Fitzgerald. Rick White asked if this was something new. Peyton stated no.
Dennis Holten asked what area was being cleaned. Peyton stated section 2.
Roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Construction Agreement between the city and Stillwater
Excavating not to exceed $25,000 for grading alleyways. Tim Mayo made a
motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Cole Waltner. Cole asked what
alleyways would be graded. Peyton stated that most of 8t street alleyways
and Makenzie Disposal will be letting him know what other alleyways need
grading. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Pay App #6 for Askin Construction in the amount of $440,423.17
for the UV Project. Dennis made a motion to approve the pay app, seconded
by Cole Waltner. Danen asked about when they could view the project. The
mayor stated whenever he wanted to. Peyton stated that he had a
construction meeting tomorrow and would find out the anticipated completion
date. Dennis asked if it was online. Peyton said yes. The mayor mentioned that
maybe before the next meeting at 6:30 pm at the UV Project to view the
project. Cherrie suggested against that due to all council being present it
would create a quorum. Cherrie said the council should reach out to Peyton to
view the project no more than two or three at a time. Roll call for vote, Danen
Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Rick White mentioned that he would like to see Bob Kem from the Police
Commission get a thank you or a plaque from the city for his time serving on
the commission. The mayor instructed the chief of police to get a plaque made
up. Aaron stated that he would get one ordered tomorrow.

ADJOURNMENT

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to
adjourn at 7:30 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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