MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD July 21, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes. Staff
members present were Fire Chief Rich Cowger, Chief of Police Aaron Uecker,
Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-
Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Joe Morse, Joel Morantan, Dustin Douglas, Erin Douglas, Cassidy Thompson,
Perry Thompson

PUBLIC HEARING

NONE

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
July 7, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Danen Johannes made a motion to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis
Holten, Tim Mayo, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes all yea votes. Motion

passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of July 2025 was presented to the Council. Rick
White made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Dennis
Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1%t half of July was presented to the Council. Tim Mayo
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Danen
Johannes; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, and Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Joel Moranton from Moranton Media gave a presentation on a mural that will be
painted on the side of a building at 4" street and 15t Ave North. He provided a
picture to the council of what the mural will look like. He asked if there were any
permits needed for this project or any other things, like cones. He also asked if
there was a possibility to add a few benches by the mural. Peyton will be
reaching out to Forrest to see if there are any permits needed or ordinance

issues.

The mayor mentioned that the Christian Motorcycle Association is having a rally
starting Thursday. They are expecting around 200 motorcycles and will be out
at the Civic Center. The mayor stated that he has been asked to welcome them

to town.

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

The Fire Chief was present and provided a report. Rick White asked about the
gas leaks in town. Rich explained.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton mentioned
that the approval of the Notice of Award and Professional Service Agreement for
Noddings Waterworks was being pulled from the agenda.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report. Danen Johannes requested
that Ryan look into the issues of scavenging at the transfer site and the
possibility of having a donation area to keep items out of the landfills. Rick White
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CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

mentioned that the county does something like that. Ryan stated that he would
look into it.

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

Cassidy Thompson passed out a packet to the council and asked if they had any
questions about Cherrie’s letter about her. Cassidy stated that she is extremely
embarrassed that we have to do this in a public setting. Dennis Holten stated
that he is concerned with the entire situation and is not sure what can be done
in an open session, but something needs to be done. Dennis stated that the
Deputy Clerk and City Clerk don't seem to get along. Ryan stated that the public
comment needed to stay to the agenda item of the wage resolution. Any issues,
employment or other issues, do not need to be discussed. Cassidy stated that
she is just looking for any questions that they might have about the letter from
Cherrie to the council. Dennis stated that he would like some time to review the
information that he got from her. The mayor told the council to take some time
to review the documents because there will be a decision coming up soon.
Dennis stated that he didn't need any time to review to decide. Ryan asked
Cassidy if the document pertained to the wage resolution. Cassidy stated it
pertains to Cherrie’s letter to the council and the wage resolution.

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

The mayor discussed the Compensation Structure Committee and who was on
the committee. He stated that he would like to meet as soon as possible and
would get with everyone for their availability. He asked if anyone else would like
to volunteer for the committee.

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Budget - Cherrie provided a complete copy of the Preliminary Budget. The
mayor asked if anyone had any questions. There were none.

NEW BUSINESS

Ryan Addis explained ex parte communications and asked if any council
members had any ex parte communications with anyone on any of the agenda
items that are on the agenda. Rick stated that he has had two verbal outside
communications with Cassidy about the wage resolution. Rick stated that the
conversations did not influence his decision in any way. Dennis stated that he
has had communications with Cassidy about the wage resolution and also had
conservations with Peyton about the meter project. Dennis stated the
conversations were verbal and were about the situation going on in the Clerk’s
office and the wage she feels she deserves. Dennis stated that those
conversations did not affect his decision tonight. Tim stated that he had two
verbal conversations with Cassidy about the wages resolution and that she
didn’t feel she got a fair shake on her wage increase. Tim stated that the
information had a fair/partial effect on his decision tonight. Bob stated that
when he plays golf and they get to the 8™ hole everyone is calling that hole his
project, the UV Project. Danen stated that he has had a couple of
conversations and emails with Cassidy about the wage resolution and the
fairness of the working conditions she feels she is dealing with at this time.
Danen stated that these conversations did not affect his decision tonight. Ryan
reminded the council of the importance of not having ex parte communication.
Ryan asked the council to reach out if they would be interested in any type of
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training or have any further questions. Dennis gave some examples of
communication and asked Ryan if they were ok or not. Ryan explained. Dennis
mentioned that the City-Planning County Board have ex parte communications
listed on their agenda and we do not. Ryan stated that we could add it to our
agenda. Danen gave some examples of communications he would like to have
with Cherrie or Aaron and if they were ok. Ryan explained how to handle these
communications. Ryan explained the ex parte communication again and the
importance of not having them but if they do happen to document them and
make them known. Dennis and the mayor gave the suggestlon of adding ex
parte communications to the city’s agenda.

Approval of Assignment of Lease agreement between the city of Columbus and
Devon Pinkal & Heather Meier to Early Bird Coffee House. Dennis Holten made
a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Rick -White; roll call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all

yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for an All-Staff BBQ for Columbus Public
Schools at Heritage Park on August 25, 2025 from 5pm -8pm. Bob Fitzgerald
made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, and Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Board Application for Lynda Grande for Urban Supervisor for
Stillwater Conservation District for a term of 3 years. Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the application, seconded by Danen Johannes; roll call for
vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 879-2025 to increase the Deputy Clerk’s wage for
FY25/26. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by
Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Pay App #5 to Askin Construction for the UV Project in the amount
of $363,679.12. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the Pay App, seconded
by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, and
Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Board Application for one of the following applicants to the Airport
Board as a city representative with the term expiring January 2026: Dustin
Douglas (this applicant was recommended by the board) or Ted Stough. Tim
Mayo made a motion to approve Dustin Douglas to the board, seconded by
Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo,
Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Construction Agreement with Heart 7 Enterprises LLC for Storm
Drain Project in the amount of $7,245.00. Dennis Holten made a motion to
approve the agreement, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Rick White,
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Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, and Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea
votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Notice of Award and Construction Agreement to Hardrives
Construction for Chip Seal Project in the amount of $158,863.02. Tim Mayo
made a motion to approve the Notice of Award, seconded by Dennis Holten;
roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten,
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Notice of Award to Aaqua Drilling for the drilling of a new well at
Heritage Park in the amount of $281,083.58. Danen Johannes made a motion
to approve the Notice of Award; seconded by Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo asked if
the well would be tied into the other well at the park. Peyton stated yes. Rick
asked if this well was being drilled in the same aquifer as the current well.
Peyton stated yes but there will be no interference with the current well.

Danen Johannes asked the location of the new well. Peyton stated south of the
current well. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Bob
Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Danen stated that he is still worried about spending. He mentioned Senate Bill
542 and House Bill 231. He discussed the percentages of property taxes and
that they were dropping. Danen stated that there is a huge amount of money
being lost for cities and towns and it sounds like to him the city is going to get
less money. Danen stated there is going to be less property taxes for the citizens
which means less money for the cities. Danen stated that everyone is cutting
and not hiring and preparing for this tax cut and we don’t seem to be doing that.
He doesn’t understand why other government bodies are making cuts and being
concerned and we seem to not be. The mayor stated that it is somewhat over
his head, but he spent an hour in a webinar last week put on by the MT League
of. Cities and Towns and there will be no reduction in revenue. The mayor gave

an explanation of why,

ADJOURNMENT

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

adjourn at 7:42 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes,

WEBB MANDEVILLE, MAYOR

Ohonnas £ O R Qe V2.

CHERRIE L MCAL@&NDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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