MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD JULY 07, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL
PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Police Chief Aaron Uecker, Public Works
Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer

Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Joe Morse, Cassidy Thompson, Joyce Terrel, Jenny and Maddison Cheff

PUBLIC HEARING

NONE

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked Council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
June 16, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob
Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, Rick White, all yea votes.

Motion passed.

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the

June 16, 2025, Budget Work Session, and if there were any additions, deletions,
or corrections. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the minutes of the Budget
Work Session meeting, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all

yea votes. Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 27 half of June was presented to the Council. Cole Waltner
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Tim Mayo.
Danen had a question about a bill that he thought was not paid correctly. Cherrie
explained and showed Danen that it was paid correctly. The Mayor and Cherrie
both thanked Danen for looking at the claims and asking questions. Roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald, Danen
Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Cassidy Thompson presented a letter to the Council. Cassidy stated that her job
duties have been increasing over the last two years. She stated that she asked
her supervisor to be put on the agenda to discuss her wage resolution and her
job duties were reduced. She can't speak about it nor is there enough time. She
stated that a large portion of the Clerk-Treasure job was taken to the county by
the previous employee. She asked for her statistics not to be taken as
embellishments, and she has been doing a third of the job for the last year. She
stated that she is not demanding a large raise, and she would not call it sexist
if she didn’t receive a sizable change. She stated that it is unreasonable that
both positions started working here at the same time and she has taken on more
for a 23% raise and her supervisor has received a 60% raise. Bob asked Cassidy
what her current wage is. She replied $24.50 after the wage resolution. Danen
stated that her raise was one of the lowest on the wage resolution and that
seems odd considering the fact of increased duties and taking classes. Dennis
asked Cassidy if she became a Certified Pool Operator. Cassidy responded yes.
Dennis asked if that was in her job description. She replied no and stated that
she became a Notary the year prior. Bob asked if we could act on this. The
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mayor replied no but you can ask questions, and it can be added to the next—‘
council meeting. Dennis said he would like to see it on the next agenda. Bob
asked about what Cassidy stated in her letter about a third of the Clerk-
Treasurer duties being taken to the county and the county asked for the city to
take them back and the city declined. He stated he didn't understand and then
said never mind he sees it on the back page of her letter. Rick stated that he
agrees with Dennis that this needs to be addressed at the next meeting. The
city attorney stated that we can present a voting item at the next meeting. Ryan
stated that he had not seen the letter and asked Cassidy if there was a specific
request in the letter. Cassidy read her request that was in the letter. Bob asked
what kind of increase would the $27 per hour be percent wise. Cassidy replied

35 percent.

The mayor discussed creating a Compensation Structure Committee and the
importance of the city needing one. Danen, Tim, Dennis, and Cole all
volunteered to be on the committee. The mayor will also be on this committee.
The mayor stated that in the next few weeks he will reach out to set the first

meeting.

The Fire Chief was not present but provided a report.

FIRE DEPT.
The Police Chief was present and provided a report. Danen asked about a water
POLICE X . : .
pump repair for the animal control vehicle. Aaron explained.
PUBLIC WORKS The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton explained
the RFP for new meters for the city.
ATTORNEY )
The City Attorney was present and provided a report.
CITY JUDGE The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.
CLERK-TREASURER The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON Danen asked that the Wage Resolution be looked at the next agenda. The city
f_"_/:;;’v"' AGENDA attorney stated that he will draft an amendment for one particular employee.
COMMITTEE There was a Special Water-Sewer Committee meeting on July 7, 2025 at 2pm.
REPORTS- Peyton gave a brief report on what the meeting was about.
UNFINISHED NONE
BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS Approval of Special Use Permit for the Farmers Market at Railroad Park every

Thursday from August 7th to September 4th, Dennis Holten made a motion to
approve the permit, seconded by Rick White; roll call for votes, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald, Danen Johannes, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Appointment of Dorothy Gallager as an Urban Supervisor for the
Stillwater Conservation District for a term of 3 years. Bob Fitgerald made a

motion to approve the appointment, seconded by Cole Waltner; roll for vote,
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Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Resolution 878-2025 Sale of old equipment the city no longer needs
to conduct business. Rick White made a motion to approve the resolution,
seconded by Tim Mayo. Tim asked what type of bid this would be. Peyton
explained. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Bob Fitzgerald, Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the SRO Agreement between the city and Columbus School District
#6 in the amount of $40,000.00. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the
agreement, seconded by Bob Fitzgerald. Danen asked if there was a meeting
with the superintendent at the school. The mayor stated yes and gave a brief
report on the meeting and the changes that were made to the agreement. Roll
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald,
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Discussion on Chip-Seal Project and Meter Replacement Project. Peyton stated
that he only received one bid for the Chip-Seal project. Tim asked if they had
done work for us before, Dennis and Peyton both said yes, and the work was
good. The city attorney asked Peyton if he had the notice of award and contract
documents for the projects. Peyton replied yes. The city attorney stated that the
council will need to approve the notice of awards and that can be done at the

next council meeting.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Dennis asked about all the vehicles down at the container site and if there is
anything that can be done about them. There was discussion on the topic, and
it was decided that Aaron would get vin numbers and see if he could find the
owners and Ryan would do some research.

Joyce Terrel has a sign that she would like to put at the Memorial Garden that
is located at Heritage Park. There was a discussion, and it was decided that
Joyce would meet with Peyton to get the sign placed at the Memorial Garden.

The mayor talked about the UV Project that is going on in the city and suggested
that anyone that would like to go see the project to reach out to Peyton for a

tour.

ADJOURNMENT

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

adjourn at 7:52 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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