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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD May 19, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Fire Chief Rich Cowger, Chief of Police
Aaron Uecker, Public Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan
Addis, and Clerk-Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Kathleen Ralph, Joe Morse, Tim Hafla

PUBLIC HEARING

NONE

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
May 5, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Rick White made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob
Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes.

Motion passed.

SHUT OFF LIST

The shut-off list for the month of May 2025 was presented to the Council. Tim
Mayo made a motion to approve the list as presented, seconded by Dennis
Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner,
Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 1t half of May was presented to the Council. Cole Waltner
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Rick White; roll
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, and Bob
Fitzgerald all yea votes. Danen Johannes abstained from voting. Danen stated
that he did not get the opportunity to review the claims, so he was not going to

vote. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

NONE

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

The Fire Chief was present and provided a report.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton stated that
he will be closing the bathrooms at Heritage Park until the new security cameras
get installed. The security cameras are scheduled to be installed in the first week
of June. Peyton discussed his memo on noncompliant utility service connections
and that he will be compiling a list and bring it back to the council to discuss
how to remedy the situation. Dennis stated that the city needs to work with
these people and give them time to fix the situation. The mayor asked for some
clarification on the Spring Clean Up that happens at the Transfer Station. Peyton
stated that he was looking for clarification as well on what is supposed to be free
during Spring Clean Up. Dennis stated that it was originally intended that
everything that was normally accepted at the Transfer Site was free during
Spring Clean Up. The council said that they would like to continue to see this
stay the same. Tim asked about the Cenex RV Dump and if it was closed. Peyton
stated that it was permanently closed. Tim asked if Cenex was given an option
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ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

to keep it open. Peyton replied no, our Lagoon System is not set up to allow that
type of waste.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report. Dennis asked about the
Board Application for the Stillwater Conservation District. Ryan explained that
the SCD was going to put the application on their June board meeting to discuss.

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. Cherrie went over the
budget packet that she passed out to everyone.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON
CURRENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

Tim Hafla stated that he would like to see more police presence in our city. Aaron
asked Tim where he lived. Tim replied Sandstone Court. He commended Aaron
Uecker on the great job that the police department is doing.

COMMITTEE
REPORTS-

NONE

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Second reading of Ordinance 372-2025 - Establishing Sign Permits, Fees, and
Restrictions for Granite Peak Park. Tim Mayo made a motion to waive the
reading, seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob
Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea
votes. Motion passed. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the ordinance,
seconded by Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Special Use Permit for Speak Up for Democracy Event at Railroad
Park on June 14, 2025 from 10:00am to 3:00pm. Dennis Holten made a
motion to approve the permit, seconded by Cole Waltner; roli call for vote,
Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and
Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Rules and Conditions for Licensed Access to Compost Site. Bob
Fitzgerald made a motion to approve the rules and conditions, seconded by
Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole
Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Pay Application #3 to Askin Construction for UV Project in the
amount of $70,114.28. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the pay app,
seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald,
Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten, and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

Approval to pursue discontinuing allowed gallons of water included in the water
and sewer base rate. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve, seconded by
Tim Mayo. Bob asked why we would discontinue the water that is included in
the base rate. Peyton stated because we are losing money and are far behind.
The city needs to move forward to increase revenue for our water and sewer
funds to help fund all the infrastructure repairs needed. Danen asked how this
would affect a normal family. If there was no water included a family that uses |
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3000 gallons of water would now have to pay an additional $15 per month on
their bill. Peyton said yes. Danen said he is worried about how this is going to
impact people. He mentioned how mad residents were with the last increase.
Peyton said that this will impact people, and the bills will go up. Peyton
emphasized that if we don't raise our rates the city will not qualify for loans or
grants to get the projects done that the city needs. Bob stated that the last
rate increase there was discussion on lowering the included gallons of water
and the residents did not like that idea. Bob also stated that the school just
tried to pass an increase that was half the price of going out to dinner and it
didn’t pass. Bob suggested adjusting the rates on people who are using really
high volumes of water because they are the ones that are taking advantage of
it. Dennis stated that he didn’t mind pursuing different ways to increase the
rates. Peyton explained that he is trying to make the increase as minimal as
possible by taking away the included water and not tearing apart and
restructuring the current rate structure. Dennis suggested that maybe we
could change the included rate to 2000 gallons for all connections, including
the commercial customers. Roll call for vote, Rick White Yes, Dennis Holten
Yes, Tim Mayo Yes, Cole Waltner Yes, Bob Fitzgerald No, Danen Johannes No.

Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Danen spoke of the middle school Builders Club. Builders Club is a community
service organization. He said he had a great group of girls that went out and got
donations to buy garbage bags and went around the city a picked up 2 truck
loads full of trash out of our streets. The girls even had Clay Waltner provide
traffic control on the interstate on/off ramps so they could clean up the trash in
that area. Danen said he got lots of compliments from the community on the
great job the girls did. The mayor stated that he would like to get them a letter
from the city thanking them for their services. The mayor said we would get a
letter to the middle school this fall. Danen said that would work great.

Tim Hafla stated that his understanding of the current water and sewer rate
increase was so the city would be eligible for grants. Now you are going to
change all this again. As far as he is concerned the city has no credibility if they
do this. You sat up there and increased the rates because they would fix the
problem and now you are saying it didn’t take care of the problem. Tim Mayo
stated that originally the city was looking at a higher increase that would have
put us in the range of grants. After the Town Hall meeting and another Public
Hearing, the city went with 3000 gallons instead of 1000 gallons which took the
city out of the range for grants. Tim Hafla stated that everyone was ok with the
first increase but now you are going to do it again. Dennis stated that right now
there is no rate increase we are just looking at things.

Kathleen Ralph stated that she thought it was the city’s fiscal responsibility to
look at a rate increase because it sounds like we are in danger going forward. It
is also important to look at the people with fixed income and try to look at
different rate structures. Kathleen also asked where the city is standing on the
appointments to the Stillwater Conservation District. Ryann Addis explained the
process and that the SCD would be adding the Board Application to their next
board meeting in June, and they will interview and give a recommendation soon.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD May 19, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

ADJOURNMENT

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

adjourn at 7:41 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.
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