MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS,
COLUMBUS, MONTANA HELD April 7, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL

PRESENT
OFFICERS
PRESENT

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. Mayor Webb Mandeville began the
meeting with the pledge of allegiance. The council persons present were Rick
White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen
Johannes. Staff members present were Chief of Police Aaron Uecker, Public
Works Director Peyton Brookshire, City Attorney Ryan Addis, and Clerk-
Treasurer Cherrie McAlexander.

SIDELINE IN PERSON

Bruce Biorn, Tim and Jennifer Avalone, Joe Morse, Lisa Jones, Silas Vesbach,
Davis Maxted, Jacelynn Vinson, and Miya Hamilton, Forrest Mandeville (via

zoom)

PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing was opened by the mayor at 7:00pm. Public hearing was for
public comment on a request for a zone change for a property located at Block
3, fractional lots 7 and 8 and all of lots 9-11, Hunter Addition to Columbus,
located in Section 27,T 2S, R 20E. There was no public comment, and the

hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.

REGULAR
MINUTES
APPROVED

The mayor asked the council if they had reviewed the minutes of the
March 17, 2025, regular meeting, and if there were any additions, deletions, or
corrections. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob
Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, and Dennis Holten, all yea votes. Motion
passed. Rick White abstained from voting due to missing the last council

meeting.

SHUT OFF LIST

NONE

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

The claims list for the 2" half of March was presented to the Council. Tim Mayo
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Rick White; roll
call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald
and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

PRESENTATION OF
PETITIONS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

There was discussion on allowing businesses access to the city’s composting pile
after normal operating hours. Dennis stated that when the city created the
composting program there were half a dozen businesses that had keys for entry
into the transfer station to dump after hours. The new public works director
changed the locks and now the businesses cannot enter the transfer station to
dump into the compost pile. Dennis stated that we need to do everything we
can to allow them access to dump whenever they need to. Cole stated that he
disagrees with Dennis because this is a huge liability issue for the city. Tim Mayo
asked if there was a way to create access only to the compost pile and not the
rest of the area or create a new area for composting outside the regular dumping
area. Peyton Brookshire stated that between the city and county there is only 1
day a week where businesses would not have a place to dump. Dennis stated
that the county does not have a compost pile. There was discussion about
different city resolutions that exist about fees for dumping. The mayor stated
that allowing unsupervised access to the composite pile gives access to the fire
range, fire department training center, lagoon, animal shelter and transfer
station. Cherrie has reached out to the city’s insurance carrier to see what they
think about this. Ryan stated that we cannot have people sign waivers to allow
access and if the city wants to move forward with allowing unsupervised access
there needs to be rules and regulations at a minimum and needs to be limited
to the compost pile. Ryan stated that if the council wants to move forward with
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this there needs to more thought process done and maybe getting a committee
involved to work on rules and regulations. Tim Avalone a local lawn care
business owner, asked if it would help if he provided liability insurance to the
city. Ryan stated it would not help and explained why. Tim also stated that he
could provide pictures of what he dumps and a log. Danen agreed that he would
like to see limited access to the compost pile for business owners and does not
think there should be a fee for this. It was decided that there would be more
discussion on this matter and a permanent solution would be found but in the
meantime the business owners that need to dump need to call the public works
department and they will let them in the transfer station to dump. This will be
allowed during normal working hours of the public works department.

FIRE DEPT.

POLICE

PUBLIC WORKS

ATTORNEY

CITY JUDGE

CLERK-TREASURER

The Fire Chief was not present and did not provide a report.

The Police Chief was present and provided a report.

The Public Works Director was present and provided a report. Peyton discussed
the issue with the water meters in town. Dennis asked if the issues were the
meters or software. Peyton stated both. The mayor asked if any council member
would like to mention the significant issues Peyton brought up in his report about
the current water and sewer rates. Dennis stated he would like to see something
that would show exactly what we needed to do before the budget comes up.

The City Attorney was present and provided a report.

The City Judge was not present and did not provide a report.

The Clerk-Treasurer was present and provided a report. Cherrie asked for
feedback on the increase in pool wages. She stated if the council was on board
with the increases she would present a resolution for approval at the next council
meeting. Dennis, Cole and Tim all agreed that they would like to have the
resolution presented at the next council meeting. Dennis asked about the lease
agreement for Beartooth Beanery. He requested to have the lease read
differently. He would like the lease to state that the city would be responsible
for maintaining the water and sewer lines at the location. Tim also agreed with
the change. The lease will be updated a presented to the council for approval at

the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONE

CURRENT AGENDA

ITEMS:

COMMITTEE NONE

REPORTS-

UNFINISHED NONE

BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS Approval of Zone change from Light Industrial to Heavy Industrial for Block 3,

fractional lots 7 and 8 and all of lots 9-11, Hunter Addition to Columbus,
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located in Section 27, T2S., R20E. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve,
seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim
Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion

passed.

Approval of Special Use Permit for BPA Cornhole Tournament at Heritage Park
on April 13, 2025 from 12:00pm to 3:30pm. Danen Johannes made a motion
to approve the permit, seconded by Rick White; roll call for vote, Danen
Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick
White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of City Health Benefit Allowance of $1784.00 per month per
employee. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the allowance, seconded by
Cole Waltner. Danen stated that the city continues to add on and add on to
paying the full family insurance when most companies do not provide full
coverage for the family. He works for the school, and they only provide
coverage for the employee. He stated that we need to put a limit on what we
are paying for health benefits. Danen agrees that the city employees deserve
benefits but questions the fact that the city pays for family too. Bob stated
that his supplemental insurance went up $187.00 per month and he contacted
Uncle Sam and asked him to pay for it, and he said NO. Bob stated that he
agrees with Danen, and he thinks the brakes need to be put on. Aaron stated
that the last Police Officer that was hired was accepted the position due to the
insurance benefits the city offers. Aaron stated that he pays over $500 a
month for his family to be on the city’s insurance and if we had the county’s
insurance he would absolutely not work here. Bob stated that there can't be
any threats if we don't continue to get this insurance, we won't get people to
work here. Cherrie mentioned a state statue that allows a City to asses a levy
to help fund health benefits for their employees. Cherrie explained the levy
and how. it would work. Danen stated that he does not want to increase taxes.
Cherrie stated that there would need to be a decision on the benefit allowance
before May 15" when open enrollment opens. There was discussion on the
benefits and what the allowance will cover. The mayor stated that he likes his
employees to have good moral and like to work here. He wants his employees
to be proud of their benefits and be thankful for them and right now the city
can afford it. Roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo and Cole
Waltner all voted yes. Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes voted no. Motion

passed.

Approval of Taxable Cash Benefit - 50 percent of the City Health Benefit
Allowance per month to employees who waive all Health Benefits. Tim Mayo
made a motion to approve the benefit, seconded by Dennis Holten: roll call for
vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Loan Disbursement Report for Revenue Bonds for the UV
Treatment Project. Cole Waltner made a motion to approve the report,
seconded by Dennis Holten; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald,
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Cole Waltner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion
passed.

Approval of Contractor’s Pay Application #1 for the UV Treatment Project in
the amount of $126,144.56. Dennis Holten made a motion to approve the
application, seconded by Bob Fitzgerald; roll call for vote, Rick White, Dennis
Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes, all yea

votes. Motion passed.

Approval of the Bond Resolution for the UV Treatment Project. Dennis Holten
made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Tim Mayo; roll call for
vote, Rick White, Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and
Danen Johannes, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Task Order 31 Agreement to Furnish Grant Application Services for
CIP and Stormwater PER in the amount of $8,500.00. Bob Fitzgerald made a
motion to approve the task order, seconded by Danen Johannes; roll call for
vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waitner, Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten
and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Task Order 32 Agreement to Furnish Engineering and Grant
Writing Services to the City of Columbus for the City Pool in the amount of
$23,200.00. Tim Mayo made a motion to approve the task order, seconded by
Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Danen Johannes, Bob Fitzgerald, Cole Waltner,
Tim Mayo, Dennis Holten and Rick White, all yea votes. Motion passed.

Approval of Volunteer List for the Fire Relief Association. Danen made a motion
to approve the list, seconded by Cole Waltner; roll call for vote, Rick White,
Dennis Holten, Tim Mayo, Cole Waltner, Bob Fitzgerald and Danen Johannes,
all yea votes. Motion passed.

COMMENTS NOT ON
THE AGENDA

Cole would like to see if the city could create a policy that would limit the time
a person can talk at a council meeting during public comment to 3 minutes.
Ryan will look into this and will bring something to the next council meeting.
Dennis stated that there is a group of ladies working on some fund raising for

the pool.

ADJOURNMENT

bdjourn at 8:04 p.m. seconded by Dennis Holten, roll call all yea votes.

Webb Mandeville requested a Motion to Adjourn. Rick White made the motion to

WEBB MANDEVILLE, MAYOR

Mownat d N oK C‘»\L 5

CHERRIE L MCAL&*ANDER, CLERK-TREASURER
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